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   The Allentown Neighbor                   

By Pete Carroll 
 
     The developer of a planned $2-million office and 
townhouse development at the northwest corner of Dela-
ware Ave. and Virginia St. has authorization to proceed.  
      The city Preservation Board split four to four Sept. 16 
on a motion to approve the plans of Scott S. Croce for the 
20,000-square-foot development of a medical office 
building and three town houses. Six votes were needed 
for approval. 
     But Alan Gerstman, lawyer for the Preservation Board, 
determined that the board, by its split vote, took no action 
and failed to approve or deny the project within 45 days 
of application as required by state law and thereby author-
ized it. Alan Gerstman said he agreed with arguments by 
the developer’s lawyer, Richard Stanton. That clears the 
way for the developer to apply for a building permit and 

“when we’re ready, we’ll apply,” he added. 
     The board has 10 members and one vacancy. Board 
Chairman Paul MacDonald was absent from the meeting. 
Vice Chairman Eric Lander presided. He, Timothy Tielman, 
Joseph Kunkemoerrer and Richard Lippes voted against ap-
proval. Russell Maxwell, Gwen Howard, Edward Watts and 
Sam Gurney voted to approve.   
     A spring construction start is likely, and a building permit 
will be sought as soon as plans are ready for the three-story 
medical office building on the Delaware Ave. side of the 
property and three townhouses on the Virginia St. side. Mat-
thew Moscati, project architect, said.   
     The board previously authorized demolition of the former 
Cloister restaurant on the site, once the site of the home of 
Samuel L. Clemens (Mark Twain) and his bride.                   
        The brick carriage house on the Holloway Alley side of 
the property, once owned by Mark Twain, is not to be de-
molished.  

       The city Planning board 
gave its approval Sept. 14 to the                          
plan, including traffic and land-
scaping.  
     Please turn to Page 5  

Delaware-Virginia project to go ahead; spring start seen 

New officers, board members are elected 

Richard Haynes, a former Association 
president, was elected secretary. Matthew 
Moscati was re-elected treasurer.    
    Tim Riordan is a full-time Realtor  
with MJ Peterson Real Estate  on Dela-
ware Ave. in Allentown, specializing in 
residential real-estate with a focus on the 
city of Buffalo.  He and his wife Kerry 
just celebrated  their one-year anniversary 
and are expecting their first child in May. 
Renovation plans are under way at their 
one -bedroom carriage house on Franklin 
St. 
    The board welcomes two new mem-
bers of the board,  LaVerne Peakes and 
Julia Hall, elected as the annual meting 
Oct. 12.  
           Please turn to Page 2 

 

Tim Riordan 

       The Allentown Association has a new 
slate of officers, headed by Tim Riordan, 
and two new members of the Board of Di-
rectors.  
       Tim Riordan 
was elected by 
the board Nov. 9 
to succeed 
Mathew Ryan 
who is stepping 
down after a 
two-year term.  
Gina Maramag 
and Lura Bechtel 
were re-elected 
vice presidents, 
and Ed Castine 
was elected a 
vice president.     Tim Riordan 
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     For a family-friendly evening of holiday cheer, look no 
further than Allentown. The Allentown Association and 
the First Fridays Gallery Tour are once again joining 
forces to present this annual holiday event.   
     Plans include a tree-lighting ceremony at 6:30  p.m., 
Friday, Dec. 3, caroling by Truman School second graders 
and free rides on a festive horse-drawn carriage. Santa had 
so much fun last year, that he made us promise to let him 
ride in the carriage again. East Coast Orthotics and Pros-

thetics of Allentown has donated the tree, and volunteers have 
decorated  light poles with wreaths along Allen St. 
     Allentown art galleries will keep special evening hours, 
and host performances by a variety of local musicians. Be part 
of this very special holiday event, from 6 to 9 p.m. For an list 
of all participating locations and activities, please visit 
www.firstfridaysallentown.com  
     Participating Allentown galleries will also be open evening 
hours on First Fridays Jan. 7 and  Feb. 4. 

      Holiday festivities, gallery tour are Friday, Dec. 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Continued from Page 1 

      The  board would like to thank Matt Ryan for great ser-
vice during four years on the board, the last two as presi-
dent,  and departing board members Deborah Ellis and Jim 
Rhoades, for their service, as well as Peter Grimes, step-
ping down as an ex officio  member. 
     LaVerne  Peakes is a  returning director --she was on the 
board for three years-- and after a year off she has agreed to 
come back on. She  has been instrumental in the success of 
Secrets of Allentown, which she plans to continue to help 
organize, and  has started  “the first ever Allentown Annual 
Appeal" (see page 9).  
    Julia Hall brings to the  board a belief in the importance 
of working at a local level to be informed about and to im-
prove one's community. She has long been involved in hu-
man rights legal work, and she is currently Amnesty Inter-

national's expert on counter-terrorism and human rights.               
    She is particularly interested in working on issues that 
relate to the Days Park neighborhood, and also to the Elm-
wood Village Charter School. Previously, those issues have 
been covered ably and graciously by departing member 
Deborah Ellis, so the board is looking forward to having a 
new voice to represent those important constituencies. 
    The slates of officers and directors were presented by the 
Nominating Committee headed by Caitlin Crowell. About 
40 members and Council Members Curtis Haynes and 
David Rivera attended the annual meeting in the Karpeles 
Manuscript Museum, 220 North St., with refreshments pro-
vided by Quaker Bonnet during a social hour. Officers and 
committee chairmen gave reports on Association activities . 
Board members and non-voting ex officio directors who 
were re-elected are listed on page 7.   

            Association members elect directors, who elect officers 
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By Christopher Brown 
 
      The Allentown Association is leading an effort to make 
the local historic and National Register district boundaries 
one and the same. For the last 30 years, there have been 
two Allentown districts: (one) the Local (Buffalo) Historic 
District created in 1977 and (two) a subset, west of Dela-
ware Ave., that was listed on the National Register of His-
toric Places in 1980.  
     The reason for this dichotomy is Delaware Ave. By 
1980, Buffalo's nationally-famous Victorian-era residential 
street had been weakened within the proposed Allentown 
boundaries with banal contemporary commercial architec-
ture. The Allentown Association fought valiantly during 
the 1960s to prevent the loss of Delaware Ave. mansions, 
replaced with low-slung office buildings and  vast parking 
lots.  In many cases the Association was unsuccessful. Be-
cause of the loss of integrity along Delaware Ave., the so-
lution was simply to list only the western portion of Allen-
town on the National Register of Historic Places.  
      This dual-district situation has caused much confusion 
and deprived Allentown of development opportunities as 
some properties are located on streets that don’t qualify for 
tax-credits or other financial incentives.  
     Some of the problems associated with having two sepa-
rate and distinct historic districts can be evidenced by the 
rash of changes to buildings that are submitted to the Buf-
falo Preservation Board for approval after-the-fact because 
owners were not aware that their structure was in a preser-
vation district, or were unaware of the full scope of their 
responsibilities and the restrictions.  
     Also, when government incentive programs aimed at 
historic rehabilitation are implemented, they are typically 
targeted to properties that are listed (or eligible for listing) 
on the state or national register. For example, the recent 
state  historic-renovation tax credits caused much confu-
sion among  homeowners who  sought to determine to their 
property's eligibility.  
     While the majority of the local district technically quali-
fies for tax credits, it is only because of an obscure loop-
hole created in the 1980s. There is no information filed 
with the State Historic Preservation Office or National 
Park Service regarding the entirety of the Allentown Local 
Historic District to determine eligibility for credits, further 
complicating matters for property owners. A comprehen-
sive Allentown historic district inventory filed with local, 
state, and national organizations is sorely needed, says  
Daniel McEneny of the National Register & Survey Unit of 

“One Allentown” will create  a single historic district 
the  State Historic Preservation Office.  
     Another problem  occurs when municipalities or organi-
zations that own structures (i.e. Bosche Building, the Allen-
town Association, Troop I/Hamlin House, among others) 
apply to funding foundations for historic renovation grants. 
Often a funder will not consider a request unless the struc-
ture is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  
     With the support of the State Historic Preservation Of-
fice and the Buffalo Preservation Board, the Allentown As-
sociation has retained architectural history consultants Dr. 
Frank Kowsky and Martin Wachadlo to remedy this unde-
sirable situation. Since many of the buildings on Delaware 
Ave. are now 50 years old (the minimum age for listing on 
the National Register of Historic Places), it seems to be an 
ideal time to cor-
rect this problem 
once and for all. 
Dr. Kowsky, a 
retired distin-
guished professor 
at Buffalo State 
College, is a national expert on Frederick Law Olmsted and  
Calvert Vaux as well as Victorian architect Frederick 
Clarke Withers. Dr. Kowsky is especially suited to address 
Delaware Ave.  in Allentown as he wrote the chapter 
"Delaware Avenue," in the book The Grand American Ave-
nue: 1850-1920. Martin Wachadlo holds a master’s degree 
in architectural history from the University of Virginia and 
has volunteered his skills for the Association’s Secrets of 
Allentown historic house tours. Together, they will research 
and write an Allentown Cultural Resource Survey that will 
be the basis for a new consolidated National Register of 
Historic Places nomination that will be filed with the  State 
Historic Preservation Office and Buffalo Preservation 
Board. It is anticipated that approximately 300 structures in 
Allentown will be added to the National Register of His-
toric Places through this effort. One Allentown is expected 
to be complete in time for the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation annual conference that will be held in Buffalo 
next October.  
     For owners of properties now only in the Allentown Lo-
cal Historic District, there will be only increased benefits 
and no new procedures to make exterior changes.  
    The cost of the Allentown Cultural Resource Survey will 
be $16,000. The Association has received a $9,500 Pre-
serve New York grant from the Preservation League of 
New York State toward this effort.  
                Please turn to Page 5 
Continued from Page 3 

   The two-district situation 
has caused much confusion 

and deprived Allentown of 

financial incentives. 
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Wes Carroll keeps Allen St. blossoms blooming  

 

    Just,  a shop offering vintage clothing, accessories and 
sundries, has opened at 70 Allen St., next to Fiddleheads 
Restaurant, operated by Jessie Dodge and Mary Parker. 
Hours tentatively 11 to 5, Wednesday through Saturday. 
Phone, 903-9379; email,  justvintagebuffalo@gmail.com.. 

  By Tim Riordan 
 

      You’ve admired them walking down Allen or Elmwood 
and maybe even gotten “rained” on passing underneath 
after a watering. I’d like  to give a shout out to the man 
who provides Allentown’s hanging baskets and keeps them 
blooming all summer long.  
     Wes Carroll of WC Services has been responsible for 
beautifying the light standards in Allentown since 2008. He 
has done a great job both picking the variety of plants in 
the baskets and keeping everything alive during the dry 
weeks and months of a Buffalo summer. He has always had 
a great appreciation for our neighborhood and is proud of 
his role making the esthetic appeal of the streetscape even 
better. He even built a custom watering system and attaches 
it to his Jeep so that he can maneuver easily through tight 
streets and parked cars at all hours. If you’re out early in 
the early morning or late at night and see Wes watering, 
make sure you say “hello” and “thank you!” 
     Wes Carroll is a wealth of knowledge about all things 

gardening, even koi ponds, so invite him by if you’re 
looking for a landscape contractor for your home or busi-
ness. He is also owner of Buffalo Carpet Cleaning 
(www.cleanbuffalo.com, 839-7111) which, as a contribut-
ing business member of Access Allentown, offers Allen-
town Association members 25 percent off all services in-
cluding carpet, tile and flood restoration. 
      The Allentown Association pays for the procurement, 
installation and maintenance of the baskets, as part of its 
beautification mission. Wes Carroll gives us a special 
rate. The Association’s volunteers  plant and water the 
concrete planters located on several corners on Allen St.  
as well. You also may not know that the Association 
could not complete any of its objectives without your sup-
port. Only through our generous residential and business 
membership support and fundraisers like Allen West  Fes-
tival and Secrets of Allentown are we able to complete 
our mission of improving Allentown.  
      Tim Riordan is new president of the Allentown Asso-
ciation. 

     Fiddleheads Restaurant, 62 Al-
len St. at Franklin St., is open for 
dinner Fridays and Saturdays, in ad-
dition to lunch Monday through Fri-
day and Sunday brunch. 

  In other news: 
  Nest Interiors has moved to larger quarters at 430 Dela-
ware Ave. at Edward St. The 1,500-square-foot space en-
ables the interior decorating and home furnishings supplier 
to offer an expanded line of products and services, said 

Brooke Pelc, who opened the busi-
ness last year at 68 Allen St. Tele-
phone, 882-6378, website, 

           Business news: Just, a new clothing shop, opens 
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      The State Historic Preservation Office informed the 
board that the plans meet federal guidelines incorporated 
into the law governing preservation districts as long as cer-
tain modifications were made to the plans, which the devel-
oper has done, Richard Stanton said.  
      The Allentown Association sent a letter Sept. 8 to the 
Preservation Board expressing support for a “a structure of 
modern design in conformity with the regulations…”  
      The letter added: “we generally support the project…
presented to the Preservation Board on Sept. 2,… as the 
architects have envisioned: the materials,. massing, size 
structure, and scale… 

     “We have only two areas of specific concern with the 
proposed design. The garage doors and three adjacent curb 
cuts on Virginia Street are out of character with the historic 
neighborhood of Allentown. We would also like to see en-
hanced integration of the building with the sidewalk on 
Delaware Avenue through the landscaping. In our opinion, 
modification to the identified items will contribute to the 
urban character and walkability of this historic neighbor-
hood.”  
     Matt Moscati said the plans could not be changed to 
reconfigure the garages and curb cuts, but a revision of the 
landscaping and some other modifications suggested by 
Preservation Board members were possible.  

           Allentown Association has concerns 
about garages in plan 

     In August, 17 projects  around the state were selected to 
share $109,149 in funding, said Tania Werbizky, a League 
representative in Western New York. “As always, the com-
petition for these funds was intense. The Preservation 
League is delighted to help advance the preservation and 
community revitalization efforts of the Allentown Associa-
tion with this grant,” she added. 
       According to Anne Van Ingen, an executive of  the 
State Council on the Arts, “Preserve New York grants have 
proven to be an effective catalyst for realizing community 
preservation goals and saving some of the Empire State’s 
most significant places. We are gratified that state funds 
made available for strategic grants through Preserve New 
York continue to leverage private investment, revitalize our 
historic neighborhoods and downtowns, and celebrate New 
York’s incomparable architectural legacy.”  

     In addition to the grant from the Preservation League, 
the Allentown Association has received over $1,300 in 
contributions from Allentowners. Targeted tax-deductible 
donations may still be made to the Allentown Association 
to fill the funding gap. 
     Elizabeth Licata, a former Allentown Association 
president, said, “Many residents of the eastern section of 
Allentown, including my neighbors on North Pearl, as-
sume they are part of the national district and therefore 
eligible for historic tax credits or other benefits, only to be 
disappointed when they find out the discrepancies. They 
have to abide by the restrictions of the local district, but 
they get none of the benefits of the national designation.”  
      Christopher Brown is a former Allentown Association 
president and a frequent writer on preservation.. 

Funds still needed to make “One Allentown” a reality 

   The city is seeking a new appraisal of the former School 
36 property on Days Park after the Common Council 
passed a resolution to offer the property for sale-by-
appraisal.  
    In the meantime, an appeal by the city is pending in the 
Appellate Division challenging a lower court  decision in 
July nullifying the sale of the property to Elmwood Village 
Charter School for $540,000 on the grounds that the ap-
praisal process for that sale was faulty.  
     Savarino Development has offered $800,000  for the 
property for eventual lease to another charter school still in 
the start-up stage.  
     Elizabeth Evans, Elmwood Village School board presi-

dent, said her school still hopes to acquire the School 36 
property but is considering other options to expand as it 
needs space in addition to its building at 124 Elmwood 
Ave. 
     The Allentown  Association has supported acquisition 
of the School 36 site by Elmwood Village School, and has 
voiced its concern that the city  ensure that the property 
be sold to an owner-occupier, preferably with a proven 
record as a good neighbor to the Allentown community.   
Days Park residents report youths have been climbing to 
the roof of the vacant building which has been marred by 
graffiti and accumulation of trash in the playground. 

        City seeks sale-by-appraisal of School 36 
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        An Allentown Almanac 

                             TIS A PERFECT GIFT 
 

Elizabeth Squire Deichman’s book of 14 true stories, Nine Cats: 
Nine Lives In The Tall Narrow Brick House, makes an entertaining 

holiday gift. Available  at Artsphere Studio, Historical Society, 

Quaker Bonnet, Rust Belt Books, Talking Leaves, UU Church book-

store and online bookstores for $10. “Profits help stray cats find 

permanent homes,” says Veronica Breen Hogle, editor. Tel: (716) 

835-5078 vhogle3@verizon.net.  (advt) 

                        A Note to Readers 
 

           Ten years ago this past August, I began serving 
as editor of the Allentown Association’s newsletter. 
“Our aim is to publish bimonthly and improve with 
each issue,” was the pledge.  Bimonthly publication 
continued until December 2007, when The Neighbor 
changed to quarterly publication with the introduction 
of our website, www.allentown.org, permitting fast 
dissemination of significant community news. 
          Additional news from Allentown’s block clubs 
is an improvement suggested by Holly Holdaway, an 
Association board member, who has volunteered to 
handle news and contributions from block clubs. She 

can be reached at harmonygirl101@aol.com.   
      The Allentown Association has published newslet-
ters under several nameplates, going back to 1965 – 
these are available in the newsletter archive on our 
website — but the past 10 years is the longest period 
publication has continued on a regular schedule. I 
would like to thank the officers of the Association 
whose co-operation I have received and to all who 
have contributed news and articles to The Neighbor 
and helped get it into the hands of our readers, espe-
cially Mitch Bechtel of Comand Solutions who donates 
technical help and Elizabeth Licata, copy editor. 
                              
                                   — Pete Carroll 

    The Rev. Darius G. Pridgen, pastor of True Bethel  
Baptist Church, will take office Jan. 1 as Ellicott District 
member of the Buffalo Common Council. The district in-
cludes all of Allentown except the north side of North St. 
He was elected with 85 percent of the vote Nov. 2, after 
defeating the incumbent, Curtis Haynes Jr., a college eco-
nomics professor, in the September Democratic primary. 
Curtis Haynes was appointed by the Common Council after 
Brian Davis resigned over election-law violations.  
    A dozen volunteers organized by Daniel Culross planted 
14 trees on city rights-of-way along Wadsworth, College, 
Virginia, Allen, North, Franklin and College Sts. Nov. 6. A 
spring planting will concentrate on Allen St.  
     The Twentieth Century Club, 595 Delaware Ave., is 
being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places. 
Designed in Italian Renaissance style by Green and Wicks, 
it was built in 1896.  The city Preservation Board has rec-
ommended its inclusion in a letter to the State Historic Pres-
ervation Office which has been asked to forward the nomi-
nation to the National Parks Service.  

     The Rev. Dr. Phil Gittings of Philadelphia has been 
named interim minister of First Presbyterian Church and is 
expected to remain in that capacity for at least a year. 
     The Allentown Association has written to the County 

Legislature and county executive asking restoration of 
funding to continue library and  cultural services at current 
levels.       
      Improvements to Porter Ave. from Niagara St. to 
Symphony Circle will begin in the spring, after completion 
of the work on Porter Ave. west of Niagara St, Daniel Cul-
ross reports. The work includes  new granite curbs and 
stamped, colored concrete gutters, mill and overlay of new 
asphalt, new striping at crosswalks and bike lanes, more 
street trees, new  Olmsted-compatible street light fixtures, 
and replacement of all sidewalks.  Existing stone slabs will 
be relocated to all of the bus stop areas.  Also, new street-
light fixtures will be compatible with this elegant example 
of Frederick Law Olmsted's vision of connected parkways 
and parks. A public meeting on the project is being 
planned.  

    Merry Christmas * Happy Hanukkah * Happy Kwanzaa * Best wishes for the New Year 
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President:  Tim Riordan 
Vice presidents:   Gina Maramag,  
    Lura Bechtel, Ed Castine             
Treasurer: Matthew Moscati 
Secretary: Richard Haynes 
 
Directors:  
   Sarah Gilewicz Byer 
   Pete Carroll  
   Caitlin Crowell      
     

   Melissa Dayton 
   Joseph Fell  
   Julia Hall 
   Barbara Hart 
   Richard Haynes 
   Holly Holdaway 
   Elizabeth Licata 
   Marc McGovern    
   LaVerne Peakes   
   Adam Sokol 
   Brad Wales   

  Ex officio directors: 
       Anthony Amstrong       
       Robert Fink 
       Gretchan Grobe 
       Donald Kinsman 
       Jonathan White      
 
Executive director:  Andrew Eisenhardt 

                         Officers of the Allentown Association, Inc. 

     Several of us are involved in putting together  the 
Scatchard Family Tree. After a decade of working on this 
project, we have but ONE person in all of North America 
who is unplaced, that is to say we don't know where she 
came from nor where she fits into our Tree. That person is 
a long time resident of Allentown, Buffalo, Jane R. 
Scatchard. We would love to get any information anyone 
may have on Jane. She first shows up as a  volunteer on the 
Allentown Newsletter in March of 1967. She contributed 
through the March 1968 edition. She lived in two loca-

Information sought on Jane Scatchard of Allentown, deceased in 1991 

    Chris Brown was not the founding president of the 
Kleinhans Community Association, as was reported in the 
fall issue. The KCA was founded in the mid ’80s by Ann 

                Kleinhans Community Association founders listed 

                    The Allentown Neighbor   
                             Editor, Pete Carroll, email  bonjoura@localnet.com                                                                    
                                Advertising: Andrew Eisenhardt, allentown@bfn.org, (716) 881-1024                                                                               

                       Letters to The Neighbor                          

   Groundbreaking is planned in the spring for two houses, 
each with four rental apartments,  to be built on Hudson 
St. by the non-profit Heat of the City Neighborhoods with 
a $1.5 million grant from the state Division of Housing 
and Community Renewal. 
     The site is two vacant lots at 294 Hudson, a few feet 
west of Plymouth Ave., just outside the boundary of 

tions: first at 171 Richmond Ave. and then at 280 Summer 
St. Apt 7. She died in Buffalo on March 31, 1991. That’s 
all we know. We do not even know if she was married or 
not. I realize this was a long time ago, and residents of 
Allentown come and go, but any information on Jane 
would be greatly appreciated. Maybe somebody remem-
bers her there at the newsletter. Thanks and best regards, 
                           Steve Scatchard in California 
                           scatchtree.tripod.com 
 

Angelo, Donna Angelo, Candace Church (now de-
ceased) and Dinah Gamin.    
                                Dinah Gamin, Orton Place   

Allentown.  The site has been deeded by the city to Heart 
of the City Neighborhoods, Stephanie Simeon, its execu-
tive director, said. Rents will be set at 30 percent of 
monthly income for tenants with maximum income of 
$54,000. The project, in the planning for over a year, 
drew both support and opposition from Allentown resi-
dents. 

  Spring groundbreaking planned for Hudson St. houses 
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 Carole Holcberg and the Allentown she loved 
   
By Alison Fleischmann 
 
     I first met Carole Holcberg in 1969 when she was a so-
cial worker at Brent Manor housing for the elderly on Elm-
wood Ave.  It was Bill Hoyt’s first try for public office and 
he was running for Delaware District councilman.  I was in 
charge of a number of things for the campaign such as cof-
fee hours.  I called Brent Manor to arrange for Bill to meet 
the residents. If you have ever wondered why there is a 
stop light in front of Brent Manor, it was Carole’s payback 
after the election. 
     In 1973, Carole found herself without a job and the fed-
eral government had inaugurated a jobs program called the 
Comprehensive Employment & Training Act. Jamie Kim-
berly (my ex-husband) was president of the Allentown As-
sociation at that time.  Carole called him to see if there 
could be a job with the Association that could be a CETA-
funded position.  Tim Swift, a resident of Arlington Park, 
was our councilman so that was quickly arranged the night 
before the deadline for submission.  Only one problem — 
no office —  was easily solved as we were in the process 
of redoing the back part of 29 Irving Place from an apart-
ment into a fabulous kitchen.  That space became the As-
sociation’s temporary office complete with a telephone 
usable during the day when we were at work.   
     The first issue confronting our new employee was the 
Hi Ho Silver bar  proposed by Sam Abbate who had had 
the beauty shop and adjacent pawn shop on Allen St., 
where the Towne Restaurant is now.  The Association 
wanted no more bars on Allen St. The Hi Ho Silver never 
happened. 
     It soon became apparent that “real” office space was 
needed as she now had donations of a desk and chair, file 
cabinet etc. Space was offered by the then Allentown 
Community Center (now the architectural offices of Doug 
Scheid).  The space was a windowless closet but it had a 
door.  Paint was donated by Louis Critelli of Allen St. 

Hardware  and it was painted in one evening, not a color 
one would choose, but the price was right. 
     The Association then had a number of “homes” and an 
assortment of executive directors, but Carole was the first 
and she set out to make Allentown the finest neighborhood 
in the city and to make the Association the best community 
organization in the city.  She became well known in City 
Hall fighting for issues which 
helped make Allentown the 
wonderful place it is today. 
     The summer of 1977, Pat 
Gallivan, Carole and I instituted 
what became known as  the “bar 
patrol.”  There was a section of 
the City Code  that prohibits 
open drinking on the street.  
Monday nights on Allen St. were 
a nightmare as the bars allowed 
and encouraged their patrons to 
take their drinks outside and 
would admit patrons via the 
back emergency doors so that 
the head count was always far in excess of what was al-
lowed.  The situation had real impact on the quality of life 
on neighboring streets: parking, urinating, slashed tires, rau-
cous noise at 4 a.m.  There was a police patrol and we fi-
nally persuaded one set of officers to arrest a bar patron,  
the first of nine  arrests we caused on Monday nights that 
summer.  At the end of that summer, we had nine convic-
tions and a very positive  editorial in the Courier-Express.   
     During the Blizzard of ’77 Carole came over to 29 Irving 
for the week.  During that time, we volunteered at a number 
of places:  answering phones at Precinct 10, delivering food 
and medical supplies with volunteer 4-wheel drivers from 
Toronto, organizing the sandwich-making at the Red Cross 
for the National Guard, etc., in addition to community din-
ners and watching “Roots” every night. 
     In January 1978, she, Bill Eaton and I, with the blessing 
of the Association and for its benefit, decided to have a 
Blizzard Ball to commemorate that historic event.  We met 
every night after work for about six weeks with a fantastic 
result - CBS, NBC, ABC all had crews here to cover it in 
addition to pages of local coverage, about 50 parties organ-
ized around the event and lines to get in to the Butler Man-
sion.  We continued it for a few years and finally had the 
final one for year 10 at the Statler.  That one was put to-
gether in two weeks and was a great success as well. 
   Carole left the Association at the end of 1977 and eventu-
ally started her own real estate company which always pro-
moted Allentown as the best place to live. 

   Carole Z. Holcberg, the Allentown Association’s first 
executive director before she became the owner of her own 
successful real-estate firm, died of cancer Oct. 9 in St. 
John Baptist Hospice House. She was 64. She leaves many 
friends in Allentown, where she was a longtime Irving 
Place resident, and beyond. She donated her body to sci-
ence and asked  that no service be held.  A fellow Allen-
town activist recalls Carole Holcberg in this reminiscence.  

   Carole Holcberg 

Carole Holcberg, real-estate broker, recalled as Allentown activist 
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By LaVerne Peakes 

     Thanks to the generous support from friends like you, 
the Allentown Association can carry on its mission which 
is to serve its community.  We do this “through efforts to 
beautify the neighborhood; to encourage historic preserva-
tion and property maintenance; to promote appropriate 
business development, to fight crime, and to protect and 
enhance Allentown's unique urban ambiance,”  according 

to the Association’s mission statement.  

     The Association has continuously fulfilled its mission 
by advocating for the historic renovations of several key 
Allentown buildings such as the Coit House, Allendale 
Theatre, 844-48 and 918 Main and the installation of Sym-

phony Circle as we know it today.    

     Recently, the Association has initiated a major project 
“One Allentown”. Its purpose is to align the boundaries of 
the local preservation district and the national historic dis-

trict, the objective is to have a unified single Allentown 

Historic District.   

     The Association’s work is often unseen, but the results 
are seen throughout the entire neighborhood.  Whether 
working on advocacy or beautification, our organization 
produces tangible results.  Allentown is a strong, desirable, 
and viable neighborhood that continues to grow. As we 
continue to do our part, would you please consider giving to 
the Allentown Annual Appeal?  
     Your gift to the appeal will make a real difference to 
thousands of people in our community.  Letters will be 
mailed to your home or business before the end of the year.  
      Please consider as generous a gift as possible, and allow 
us to thank you in advance for that consideration.   
   LaVerne Peakes is an Allentown Association director and 

chairperson of the annual appeal. 

 

       Community-wide appeal to benefit Allentown 

By LaVerne Peakes and Elizabeth Licata 
 
     The 2010 Secrets of Allentown Historic Property Tour 
was a big success.  Over 650 attendees came from all over 
Western New York and beyond to attend one of the most 
anticipated property tours of the year.  Our tour raised well 
over $8,800 to assist with the ongoing work and mission of 
the Allentown Association.   
    The 2010 Secrets of Allentown tour of homes included 
11 sites that span the spectrum of style, size and décor from 
mansions to workers’ cottages.  All of the homes were new 
to the Secrets of Allentown tour.  Each had in common the 
pride of owners who have painstakingly restored these do-
mestic treasures or lovingly maintained them.   
     The tour was highlighted on Channel 7’s AM Buffalo, 
Channel 2 News and WBEN’s Home Improvement Hour 
with Dominic Cortese.  Our event sponsors of the 2010 Se-
crets of Allentown were The Towne Restaurant, Fat Bob’s 
Smokehouse, M.J. Peterson Realty (Tim Riordan), Buffalo 
CarShare, Now Salon, Sweet Tooth, Chuck’s North Street 

and Zepto Metrix, all Allentown businesses.  Our media 
sponsors: Artvoice, The Bee Newspapers, and Buffalo 
Spree. The funds from this year’s tour will support beautifi-
cation and preservation initiatives of the Allentown Asso-
ciation.   
     The Allentown Association would like to thank all  the 
property owners, Event and Media Sponsors, Secrets Com-
mittee members, Greg Meadows, Liz Kolken and Quaker 
Bonnet, Printing Prep, participating Allentown restaurants, 
Pete Carroll, Andrew Eisehardt, Anthony Armstrong, Chris 
Brown, Jonathan White, Tickets.com, Tops Friendly Mar-
kets, Eber Brothers, Mullen and Gunn, Colony and Univer-
sal Distributors, Spirts of Allentown and all volunteer do-
cents for their involvement with this year’s tour.   
     To have your property showcased on next year’s tour or 
to become an event sponsor, please email LaVerne at le-
peakes@gmail.com or contact the Allentown Association.   
    Elizabeth Licata and LaVerne Peakes are Allentown As-
sociation directors and chairpersons of the 2010 Secrets of 

Allentown. 

         Successful “Secrets” tour draws 650 

    Irma Smiltins, 92, a Park St. resident for many years, 
died Nov. 2 at her home. A native of Latvia, she and her 
late husband Arnold left their homeland after  World War II 
and came to America in 1950. They were among a dozen 
Latvian families who settled in Allentown, most on the two 

blocks of Park St. Her neighbors on lower Park remem-
ber her fondly and extend sincere condolences to her son 
Jerry, daughter-in-law Rosemary and grandsons Peter 
and George Smiltins.   

Irma Smiltins, Latvian-born, longtime Park St. resident 
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  Calendar of Events  
     Allendale Theater, 203 Allen St. Theater of Youth presents “A Little House Christmas” adapted from the series by 
Laura Ingalls Wilder, recommended for ages 5 and up.  Dec. 10, 7 p.m., Dec. 11, 12, 18, 19, 2 p.m.  For information and 
tickets, call 884-4400.   
     Allentown Association,  14 Allen St. Santa’s visit and Christmas tree lighting, Dec. 3, 6:30 p.m., Allen and Park 
Sts.Public meeting on improving and revitalizing Allen St., Allendale Theater, Dec. 7 , 6:30 p.m. See page 12. Board of 
Directors meets Dec. 14, Jan. 11, Feb. 8, 7 p.m..  For information call 881-1024 or email allentown@bfn.org. 
     Art Dialogue Gallery, 1 Linwood Ave., Tuesday to Friday,  11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 16th an-
nual Artful Gifts exhibition, “The Fine Art of Giving,” through Dec. 30. Non-juried members’ exhibition, Jan. 7 to Feb. 
4. 15th annual juried members’ exhibition, traditional works, Feb. 11 to March 11.  For information call 885-2251.    

    Betty’s restaurant, 370 Virginia St. at College St. Platinum photographic prints by Tera Barnum, through Jan. 23.  
    Buffalo  Big Print gallery, 78 Allen St. Recent photographs by Toni  Pepi, through Jan. 31, reception Dec. 3, 7 to 9   
p.m.  Paintings by Donna  Fierle, Feb. 6 to 28. For information call 884-1777.  
    College Street Gallery,  244 Allen St., Wednesday to Friday, 5 to 9 p.m. Saturday 4 to 8 p.m., Sunday by appoint-
ment.  Works by 20 artists in coop, Dec. 3 to 31. Last chance Christmas party, Dec. 17, 6 to 10 p.m.. Second annual kids’ 
art show, Jan. 22,  Works by 20 artists, Feb. 4 to March 6. For information call 856-2839.  
     El Museo, 91 Allen St.  Tuesday through Saturday, noon to 5 p.m.. Through Dec. 18, “Beyond/In Western New 
York,” works by Ying Miaow and Michelle Gay. Closing Dec. 19 and reopening in February. For information call 578-
3782.  
    First Presbyterian Church, Symphony Circle, St. Louis Catholic Church, Main and Edward Sts., and St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Cathedral, Church and Franklin Sts., free guided tours of the three churches Dec. 11, Jan. 8, Feb. 12,  begin-
ning at St. Paul’s at 10 a.m., transportation not provided.   
    Gallery Tour,  About 20 Allentown galleries will have extended evening hours, some with new exhibits and recep-
tions, Dec. 3, Jan. 7, Feb. 4.  
     Homeownership Center of  Buffalo,  560 Delaware Ave., suite 101. Homeownership class, Dec. 4,9 a.m.,  fee 
charged. Free orientation for prospective home buyers, Dec. 15, 5:30 p.m.  For more information, 
www.homefrontbflo.org or call 856-2952. 
     Indigo gallery, 74 Allen St., Tuesday to Friday, noon to 5, Saturday, noon to 3. Exhibition of small works by 20 art-
ists, through December. For information call 984-9572.  
     Karpeles Manuscript Library Museum, 220 North St.  Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays, 11 to 4, Fourteen Presidents 
Before Washington, through December.  For information call 885-1986.  
     Kleinhans Music Hall , Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra,  classics series,  Dec. 4, 8 p.m.,  Dec. 5, 2:30 p.m. Rauta-
vaara, Elgar, Brahms,  Lynn Harrell, cellist.  Dec. 18, 8 p.m., a Classical Christmas. Jan. 29, 8 p.m.,  Elgar, Rachman-
inoff, Lang Lang, pianist. Feb. 4 10:30 a.m., Feb. 5, 8 p.m., Mozart, Butterworth, Haydn, Terrence Wilson, pianist. Feb, 
19, 8 p.m., Feb. 20, 2:30 p.m., Ligetti, Lowell Lieberman, Tchaikovsky, Christine Davis, flutist.  Pops series, Dec. 10, 
10:30 a.m., Dec . 11, 8 p.m., Dec. 12, 2:30 p.m.,  Holiday Pops . Feb. 12, 8 p.m.,  A Broadway Valentine. Feb. 26, 8 
p.m., the Four Tops.  Family series:  Dec. 19, 2:30 p.m., A Visit from St. Nick. Jan. 30, 2:30 p.m., Mozart’s Magnificent 
Voyage. Feb. 27, 2:30 p.m., Peter and the Wolf.  For tickets and information, call  885-5000. 
     Nina Freudenheim Gallery, Hotel Lenox, 140 North St.  Tuesday through Friday 10 to 5, Saturday by appointment.  
Works by John Pfahl, through Dec. 3; group exhibition of prints and drawings, Dec. 11 through Jan. 12; works by  Peter 
Stephens, Jan. 15 through Feb. 25. For information call 882-5777.  
     Quaker Bonnet Eatery, 175 Allen St.  December, paintings by Pat Burger and Vickie Warhol.  
     Rust Belt Books, 202 Allen St.  Poetry readings,  slots available, Dec. 4, 6 p.m. Student readings,  Dec. 7, p.m. Tan-
gential readings, Dec. 23 and Jan. 27, 6:30 p.m. , slots available. Artwork, “Radical Faeries” by Richard Price, through 
Dec. 31.  For information call  885-9535.   
      Sugar City, 19 Wadsworth St., exhibition and performance space, see www.buffalosugarcity.org.  
      Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site (Wilcox Mansion), 641 Delaware Ave. Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Saturday, Sunday, noon to 5 p.m. Victorian Christmas, Dec. 2, and 4 to 11, lunches and dinners daily except  Dec. 5, 
resrvations necessary.  Presidenbts Day program Feb. 21, call for details. For information call 884-0095 or see 
www.trsite.org.  
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 Preservation news 

     The College Club of Buffalo  is inviting women of 
Allentown to consider joining the club,, founded in 1914 
by 72 graduates of the Seven Sisters colleges who were 
looking for a way to keep engaged in the cultural, politi-
cal and social life of their community.  
     After one year renting clubhouse space in a house at 
163 Park St. in Allentown, an opportunity arose to first 
rent and then purchase the private residence of Philip 
Smith at 264 Summer St.  It has been there ever since. 
You can see and read about this house by going to 
www.buffaloah.com and clicking on Colonial Revival 
Architecture/Georgian/Philip Smith-College Club 
House.  
       This club continues its primary mission to educate 
members about local, political and cultural institutions 
by providing monthly luncheon and dinner programs 

covering such diverse topics as the ecological health of our 
river system, the latest local investigations of the League of 
Women Voters, the just completed information center at the 
Darwin Martin complex, or the fascinating pre-Cambrian 
fossils that continue to be discovered at the Penn Dixie site 
on Lake Erie. Recent lighter fare has included the master 
puppetry of Michelle Costa and a discussion (complete with 
costumes) by "Miss Patricia" and "Miss Mary" of what it 
was like to be a woman during Civil War days. And last but 
by no means least, members meet four times a month to play 
bridge and once monthly to read and discuss a book from the 
current best seller list.  
      If you think this organization is something you would be 
interested in joining, you may contact Membership Vice 
President Mary Ellen McGowan at 716-903-4757 or current 
President Carolann Besch at 716-883-4482 who look for-

  By Christopher Brown    
 

      Rehabilitation work on historic residential structures 
may qualify for a tax credit incentive.  The credit will cover 
20 per cent of qualified rehabilitation costs of structures, up 
to a value of $50,000. Houses must be an owner-occupied 
residential structure and a contributing building in a historic 
district that is listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places (see Page 3 for how the Allentown Association is 
making all of Allentown properties eligible). At least 
$5,000 must be expended on qualifying work. At least 5 
percent of the total project must be spent on the exterior of 
the building. All work must be approved by the sate Office 
of Historic Preservation prior to start of construction.  
     About 75 people attended a seminar on the tax credit 
Sept. 22 , sponsored by the Preservation League of New 
York State, Preservation Buffalo Niagara, the Allentown 
Association and the Theodore Roosevelt National Historic 
Site, where it was held. Elizabeth Martin of the State Office 
of Historic Preservation was the main speaker. 
      For commercial or income-producing properties, the tax 
credit must be used with the Federal Investment Tax Credit 
Program for Income Producing Properties. Owners of in-
come producing properties that have been approved to re-
ceive the 20 percent federal rehabilitation tax credit auto-
matically qualify for the additional state tax credit. Owners 
can receive an additional 20 percent of the qualified reha-
bilitation expenditures up to $5 million (there are additional 
restrictions if the expense goes above $2 million). In order 

to qualify, the project must have taken place after Jan.  1, 
2010.  
     For more information on the state Investment tax credit 
programs,  including historic preservation tax credit,  con-
tact Sloane Bullough at State Office of Parks, Recreation 
and Historic Preservation at (518) 237-8643, ext. 3252, or 
visit nysparks.state.ny.us/shpo/tax-credit-programs.  

 

 

 

 

Jim Timlim shows 

his meat pie at the 

Irving Place block 

dinner which drew a 

large and enthusias-

tic crowd Sept. 22 in 

the driveways of 

Elaine Pyne and 

Susan and Rob 

Baker. 

        Tax credit for rehabilitation explained 

    Historic College Club invites Allentown Women 
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       The Allen St. Committee of the Allentown Associa-
tion has been working toward the goal of revitalizing and 
improving Allentown’s namesake thoroughfare by several 
means. “After several planning studies, we are now very 
excited to be able to share this work with the community” 
at a public meeting Tuesday, Dec. 7, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
in the Allendale Theater, announced Adam Sokol, the com-
mittee chairman and an Association director.  
        “Improving Allen St. will be a long process requiring 

Community meeting on improving Allen St. is Dec. 7 
participation from all stakeholders: government, businesses 
and especially residents. This meeting will provide an op-
portunity for us to discuss the possibilities for the future, 
solicit feedback from neighbors, and ensure that the work 
we are doing reflects the desires of the community to the 
greatest possible extent, This meeting will be a major step 

forward in this process, so all are encouraged to attend,” 
he added. 


