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children, Gabriel and Olive, live on Bryant St.  
     He heads a slate elected by the Association’s di-
rectors Nov. 8 which was recommended by the Nomi-
nating Committee headed by Caitlin Crowell.   Brian 
Gould was elected vice president,  Matthew Moscato 
was re-elected treasurer and Caitlin Crowell was 
elected secretary. They were elected for one year.  

    The Allentown Association enters the new year with a new 
president and seven new members of the Board of Directors. 
    The new president is Ed Castine who has been a director and 
chairman of the Business Relations Committee for three years 
and vice president for the past year.  
        He is vice president for sales and  business development 
with Leveraging  Technology Solutions, a software consulting 
firm based in Rochester.  He and his wife Nicole and their two   

     The new directors include two former presidents of the Association who are 
returning to the board: Gretchan Grobe, an Irving Place resident and Albright-
Knox Art Gallery staff member; president from 2004 to 2006, and Jonathan White 
of College St., who works for Tickets.com, president from 1998 to 2000.  
     Other new directors are: 
— Robert DiPasquale, owner of the Cozumel Grill, 153 Elmwood Ave.  and a 
Linwood Ave. resident. 
—Timothy Dun of Arlington Park, a communications  professor at Brock Univer-
sity of St. Catharines, Ont.  
—Ekua Mends-Aidoo, a Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus project associate who 
is pursuing a doctorate at D’Youville College, a Syracuse native, daughter of a     
                                           Please turn to Page 6                                               

 By Barbara Hart   
 
     Once again, the Allentown Association and the Greater 
Allentown Gallery Association (GAGA) are joining forces 
to celebrate the holiday season. 
    On  Friday, Dec.  2, the galleries' monthly program of 
free public openings will be expanded to included several 
holiday events. "Holiday Projections" is a new project cu-
rated by UB professor Brad Wales and Buffalo State pro-
fessor Brian Milbrand. This video projections will be a 
new and exciting take on traditional holiday light presenta-
tions.  
     Santa will be on hand again this year, riding up and 
down Allen St. in his horse-drawn carriage. Climb aboard 
for a free ride! And, of course, the Allentown Association 

will again present a Christmas tree at Allen and Park Sts. 
near  Quaker Bonnet Eatery. The tree will be decorated 
by community volunteer groups, and by the children at-
tending the Theatre of Youth opening night performance 
of “Junie B. Jones in Jingle Bells, Batman Smells.” As-
sociation President Ed Castine will serve as master of 
ceremonies.  
     If you aren't available for the Friday night activities, 
you can still enjoy the arts and Santa on Saturday and 
Sunday, during the annual Artists in Buffalo Holiday 
Open. Many Allentown galleries are open for extended 
hours during this weekend, and this year, GAGA is 
sponsoring an artist market at Cafe 59.  
                     Please turn to next page 
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Art from Allentown galleries will be available for purchase 
over the weekend. Santa will also be available to chat with the 
little ones between 1 and 3 p.m. each day, and there will be a 
self-directed ornament making station to help decorate our 
community tree. 
    First Friday gallery opening receptions will also be held the 
evenings of Jan. 6 and Feb. 3. 
    

                   Allentown Holiday Events 
 
                            Friday, Dec.  2  
 
December Greater Allentown First Fridays Gallery Walk, 
6 to 9 p.m. -- free opening receptions at:  
 *Buffalo Big Print, 78 Allen St.  
 *C.G. Jung Center, 408 Franklin St.  
 *College Street Gallery, 244 Allen St.  
 *Indigo Gallery, 74 Allen St.  
 *Mundo Images, 500 Franklin St.  
 *Sp@ce 224, 224 Allen St.  
 *Sarlight Studio &Art Gallery, 340 Delaware Ave.  
 *Studio Hart, 65 Allen St.  
Also: 
  *Vocal and guitar performances by Zoe Viola and Rod-
ney Appleby, College Street Gallery, 6 p.m., and  Quaker 
Bonnet,  175 Allen St., 8 p.m. 

 *Holiday Projections, curated by Brad Wales & Brian 
Milbrand, outdoors on Allen St.. 
  *Free horse-drawn carriage rides with   Santa, 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m., from corner Allen and Park Sts.,   . 
  *9 p.m. Allentown Association Community Tree-
lighting ceremony, corner Allen and Park Sts., compli-
mentary hot cocoa and cookies provided by Quaker 
Bonnet. 
 
         Saturday and  Sunday, Dec. 3 and 4 
 
 *Art galleries open in conjunction with the Artists in 
Buffalo Holiday Open.  
  *GAGA-sponsored Art Market @ Cafe 59, 59 Allen 
Street featuring art from the galleries and artists of Al-
lentown . 
  *Visit with Santa at Art Market @ Cafe 59, also self-
directed ornament making station, 1 to 3 p.m.  
   For more information on any of the above please visit 
www.firstfridaysallentown.com. These events are sup-
ported in part by the Allentown Association, and with 
funds from the Arts Niagara/Erie Decentralization Pro-
gram, a grant program of the State Council on the Arts, 
administered by the Tonawandas Council on the Arts/
Carnegie Art Center.  
    Barbara Hart is a gallery owner and chairperson of 
the Allentown Association’s First Fridays Committee. 

Schedule of holiday events for Dec. 2, 3, 4 
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     Mayor Byron W. Brown has signed a contract to sell 
the former School 36 on Days Park to Elmwood Village 
Charter School for $550,000. The closing date for the sale 
was  imminent at press time.   
    The sale brings to a successful close a four-year effort 
of the Allentown Association and the Days Park Block 
Club to ensure a desirable reuse of the building. It was 
built in 1957 as a Buffalo public school which closed in 
June 2009.  Charter schools are public schools independ-
ent of the school district and board of education. There has 
been a school on the Days Park site since 1868. 
        The building will be renovated and go into use, with 
its playground, by Elmwood Village School in September 
2012, said Elizabeth Evans, its board president. The 
school will continue to occupy the former Telephone 
Building at 124 Elmwood Ave. where it opened in 2005, 
and the new building will more than double the size of the 
school’s space, now about 24,000 square feet.  
     The current expansion of enrollment will continue, 
now about 250 in kindergarten through seventh grade, to 
about 400 students in kindergarten through eighth grade, 
she said. The sixth and seventh grades are in rented space 
at First Presbyterian Church for the current school year. 
Which grades will occupy the Days Park building is still 
to be decided.  
      The sale has had to overcome a competing bid by Sa-
varino Development to purchase the school and litigation 

challenging the city’s initial sale of the building to 
Elmwood Village School. Savarino Development, which 
had made a higher purchase offer, dropped its effort to ac-
quire the building. The Allentown Association had sup-
ported the sale to Elmwood Village School as a more de-
sirable use of the property and because of concern that it 
might remain vacant. Tapestry Charter School rented the 
building for the 2009-2010 school year. 
       Elmwood Village School has sufficient funds to buy 
the building, but will have to finance renovations, Liz Ev-
ans said.  An elevator will be installed, and improvements 
to the heating, ventilating and roof are needed, with dis-
cussions being held with architects, she added.  
   “This is an example of what a community can accom-
plish. We are very grateful for the community’s support,” 
she said. 
     Reporting at the Association’s annul meeting, Julia 
Hall, chairperson of the Association’s School 36 Commit-
tee, said, “You can be very glad that your $20 bucks or so 
(in dues) is doing something.” 
    When the closing of School 36 was announced, Days 
Park residents first hoped it could be converted to residen-
tial use, but it failed to draw interest from developers. The 
city acquired the  property from the Buffalo school district 
when it closed. The Common Council and the city control 
board both approved the sale to Elmwood Village School.  
 
 
 

 

 

   
   The Allen St. Improvement Project was allocated $100,000 
for planning, engineering and design work in the city’s 2012 
Capital Improvement budget, thanks to the combined efforts 
of the Allentown Association’s Allen St. Improvement Com-
mittee, Mayor Byron Brown, Council President David 
A.Franczyk, and Public Work’s Commissioner Steven Step-
niak . 
     The Common Council has until Dec. 15 to alter and adopt 
the 2012 capital budget, and the Council has strongly indicat-
ed the funding will be included in the final budget.                       

     This is significant news and builds momentum for 
the Allen St. Improvement Project, which the Associa-
tion has been working on for the past two years. More 
funding is needed to complete all necessary planning, 
engineering and design work. The Allen St. Improve-
ment Committee is continuing to work with the city, 
local foundations and private businesses to identify the 
full funding amount, which it hopes to have in place by 
the end of 2012.   
                                      —Brian Gould 
  
 

Allen St. project has $100,000 in mayor’s proposed capital budget 

Sale of School 36 to Elmwood Village School is set 
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By Christopher Brown     
 
     A major milestone to create a unified One Allentown Histor-
ic District boundary was accomplished on Oct. 19 at the 146th 
meeting of the State Board for Historic Preservation held at the 
Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site during the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation’s annual conference. At the meeting, the 
revised Allentown Historic District boundaries were approved 
for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.  
   The State Board for Historic Preservation is an independent 
panel of experts whose function is to advise, review and make 
recommendations on properties for nomination to the State and 
National Registers of Historic Places. The registers are the offi-
cial lists of buildings, structures, landscapes, objects and sites 
significant in the history, architecture, archeology and culture of 
New York and the nation. 
   Allentown was made a local historic district in 1978 and a por-
tion of it was listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
in 1980. For over 30 years, there have been two Allentown dis-
tricts:  the Buffalo historic district and a subset that is listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places. Since 2009, the Allen-
town Association has been leading the effort to make the Buffa-
lo and National Register historic district boundaries the same: 
One Allentown. 
    Within the newly-revised boundaries, approximately 320 Al-
lentown structures will be added to the National Register, the 
vast majority of them located on Delaware Ave. and other 

streets located between Delaware and Main St. Among 
other benefits, these properties will be eligible for the 
newly-created state Historic Homeownership Rehabilita-
tion Tax Credit. As a result, rehabilitation work on own-
er-occupied residential structures may qualify for a tax 
incentive. The credit will cover 20 percent of qualified 
rehabilitation costs, up to a credit value of $50,000. At 
least $5,000 must be expended on qualifying work and at 
least 5 percent  of the total project must be spent on the 
building’s exterior. 
     The new Allentown National Register nomination  
was prepared by the Association’s consultants, Dr. Frank 
Kowsky and  Martin Wachadlo, with oversight by Dan-

iel 
McEneny 
of the  State 
Historic 
Preserva-
tion Office. 
In the new 
nomination, 
Allen-

town’s period of significance begins in 1829 (the con-
struction year of the first building on its original site) 
and ends in 1963 (the last construction year of a contrib-
uting structure).  
    Allentown’s significance as a historic district in-

cludes: architecture, landscape archi-
tecture, settlement, commerce, and 
social history. The efforts of the Asso-
ciation during the 1960s to preserve 
key Allentown structures from demoli-
tion factors significantly into the nomi-
nation                       Please turn to 
page 11 
Continued from Page 4 

National Register to add 320 structures in “One Allentown” 

   The efforts of the Allentown 
Association during the 1960s to 
preserve key Allentown struc-
tures factors significantly, as 
well as relevant heretofor un-
documented social history...  
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By Richard  Haynes 
 
       A  tour bus full of preservationists got a unique look at 
seven properties in Allentown that that had been saved from 
the wrecker’s ball and are now wonderfully restored or in the 
process of restoration. 
       It happened Oct. 20 during an Allentown Association-
sponsored Field Session at the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation’s 2011 conference. 
       Former Association presidents Jonathan White and 
Chris Brown led the tour, and Pete Carroll and I were aboard 
to assist. 
      At each stop, there was someone to show off the venue 
and explain the hurdles that had to be surmounted to recon-
struct or restore each site:  
      Developer Ben Oblitz of First Amherst Corp. was at the 
Granite Works, a complex at 842-864 Main St. constructed 
in the 1870s and ‘80s that 120 years later had become a fire-
damaged, structure that the Allentown Association sued the 
city to prevent demolition. First Amherst took title for $1 
from the city in 2004, and has spent millions turning it into 
28 pricey apartments and several commercial storefronts. 
       County Executive Chris Collins and his business partner 

Dr. James 
Hengst 
showed the 
group through 
the Orson 
Hoyt Mansion 
at 878 Main 
St. There was 
almost noth-

ing left to the interior of the 1874 mansion when Zep-
tometrix Corp. acquired it in 2007 for expansion. At great 
expense, the company re-created the interior moldings, rail-
ings and historic details and turned it into its headquarters.  
      At the Bosch Building, 918 Main St., people stayed on 
the bus while White and Brown explained how the 1891 
commercial building had been burned and gutted by neglect, 
how the city wanted to tear it down, and how the Association 
hired a structural engineer to see if its façade could be saved. 
The city agreed to use funds for demolition to instead pre-
serve the façade, and Greenleaf Development with Carmina 
Wood Morris architects is now working to build a new struc-
ture of office, retail and housing behind the historic façade. 
      The group also got a tour of Coit House, 414 Virginia 

Preservationists tour Allentown restoration and reuse projects 

      Feedback was positive: 
“being able to see the variety 
of success stories and the 
number of obstacles over-
come.” 

St., Buffalo’s oldest house, which the Association had 
a hand in saving.       
      They sat in the Allendale Theater, 203 Allen St., 
and were told the saga of its salvation by Theatre of 
Youth president Colleen Fahey and executive director 
Meg Quinn – how the Association bought it in 1982 at 
tax auction to prevent its demolition, emptied its treas-
ury in 1985 to and re-roof it, and designated TOY as 
developer in 1986. And how TOY then embarked on a 
13-year quest to raise $3.5 million and to do the work 
of restoration to accommodate what has become one 
of the nation’s best children’s theater companies.   
     At 3 St.  John’s Place, owners Daniel  Culross and 
Holly Holdaway told how they bought the brick man-
sion-turned-rooming house-turned fire-damaged 
wreck at city auction and began the meticulous work 
of restoring it with energy-efficient building features. 
They live in the 1888 home, and are working to make 
into a bed-and-breakfast by the end of 2012. 

The partners of law firm Spadafora & Ver-
rastro were proud to show off the restored Birge Man-
sion at 2 Symphony Circle – an exquisite 1897 struc-
ture with an eclectic history – home of wallpaper mag-
nate; convent; Elks Club; restaurant, holistic health 
center and now, law firm. Along the way, it had been 
abandoned a few times and in danger of demolition. 
Spadafora & Verrastro bought it from the Buffalo 
Philharmonic Orchestra, which had intended to put its 
offices in it, but decided it could not afford the con-
struction costs. The neighborhood is lucky the law 
firm had the deep pockets to do a first-class restora-
tion. 

All the feedback we got from the 50 people 
(who paid $45 to take the tour) was positive.  

“It was fabulous,” said Karen Nicholson of 
Albany. “It’s hard to say what I liked best because all 
the sites were so different.” 

Her husband Richard appreciated “being able 
to see the variety of success stories and the number of 
obstacles overcome.” 

Allentown also was highlighted on a series of 
walking tours sponsored by the Theodore Roosevelt 
Historic Inaugural Site, 641 Delaware Ave.  

  Please turn to Page 10  
 
 
 
 
 
Continued from Page 5 
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Ed Castine, new Allentown Associa-
tion president, and his new daughter 
Olive.  
    He has been involved in the association as 
a part owner of the Sample restaurant since 
it opened at 242 Allen St. in 2006. But he 
credits former President Matthew Ryan 
and Treasurer Matthew Moscati for getting 
him more closely tied in.  
  “We need to promote more activities in 
Allentown. We want it to be a cultural des-
tination and a place for families, bringing in 
more people both as residents and custom-
ers. We can encourage home ownership by 
promoting tax credits and other vehicles so 
people can see that’s it’s a great place to 
live for families,” Ed Castine says.  

Continued from Page 1                                                                                        
Ghanaian father and American mother, she lives at Collegiate Vil-
lage in North Buffalo and hopes to move to Allentown.  
—Sandra Sieminski of Park St., an eye doctor at Ross Eye Insti-
tute.  
—Josh Wilson, a Mariner St. resident employed by Ecology & 
Environment Inc. of Lancaster.  
    Directors re-elected are: Sandra Byer, Pete Carroll, Brian Gould, 
Julia Hall, Barbara Hart, Elizabeth Licata, Mark McGovern, Adam 
Sokol, Brad Wales, as well as Ed Castine, Matt Moscati and Cait-
lin Crowell. 
   Directors are elected for two years and may serve for three con-
secutive two-year terms. 
    Ed Castine said two more vice presidents may be added soon. 
    Stepping off the board were Lura Bechtel, outgoing president 
who presided at the annual meeting; Gina Maramag, who served as 
a vice president; Richard Haynes, outgoing secretary; and directors 
Melissa Dayton, and Holly Holdaway.    
     The Association now has 288 members, 203 families and indi-
viduals and 85 businesses, retiring president Lura Bechtel reported 
at the annual meeting.   
    Treasurer Matt Moscati said that after a good financial year in 
2010, revenues were down in 2011, with no Secrets tour of homes, 
but “we’re still on a sound financial footing.” 
     By next spring, the Allen St. Improvement Committee hopes to 
have government funds lined up for a full rebuilding of the street, 
he reported.  
      Ed Castine reported that his Business Relations Committee 
emphasized three tasks during the past year:  “creating syner-
gy,” (between galleries and restaurants, for example), “providing 
support for businesses;; and promotion of Allentown as a great 
business destination. 
    “The Allentown Association spends more on business promo-
tion than it receives in dues from business members,” he  said. 
      A questioner asked if businesses which close at sundown could 
be encouraged to leave lights on for safety.  Ed Castine commend-
ed the suggestion, and urged residents to turn on porch lights.   
      Daniel Culross reported that 10 trees were to be planted on 

Wadsworth St. Nov. 5. “Next spring, the last of the city’s free 
trees for a reforesting program are to be planted all over Al-
lentown,” he said.  
     Brad Wales, housing and historic preservation chairman, 
reported on  the residential and office building project at Dela-
ware Ave. and Virginia St.  The plan ”astonishingly” ap-
proved by the city Preservation Board includes three large 
garage doors and curb cuts on Virginia St., “not pedestrian-
friendly,” he said. 
    Dr. Scott A. Croce, project developer, did not return calls 
from The Neighbor on the status of financing, which has ap-

Officers, chairmen, report on Association’s aims and accomplishments 

parently held up a construction start.   
    The expansion of the Bellasara apartments on Allen 
St. near Delaware Ave. “is going to be a tremendous 
addition,” although the so-called wrought iron fence 
will be aluminum rather than more desirable structural 
steel, but “it’ll look great for five years, at least,” he 
said.  
     About 40 persons, including Council President Da-
vid A. Franczyk, Fillmore District representative, at-
tended the annual meeting.  
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       Work is underway for new apartments  in three Allen-
town buildings being redeveloped by Ellicott Development 
Co.: the former Grace Manor nursing home, the former 
Allentown Athletix health club, and the former First Bap-
tist Church at church at North  and North  Pearl Sts.    
      William Paladino, Ellicott Development’s acting chief 
executive officer, gave this account of the projects:  
       At Grace Manor, 14 Symphony Circle, the first floor 
and half the second floor have been leased to Gateway-
Longview, a child and family service organization now 
based at 605 Niagara St., for its administrative offices. 
Planning work for the interior changes is underway, and 
the space is to be occupied in the spring.  The top, fourth 
floor, will be converted to 14 apartments. There are no 
plans yet for the third floor,  but apartments are a possibil-
ity. Costs are still being assessed for the fourth-floor apart-
ments and rents have yet to be established. 
       Leasing will begin Feb. 1 for nine apartments and a 
small (500 to 1,000-square-foot) commercial space in the 
former health club, being converted to an addition to the 
Bellasara apartments at Delaware Ave. and Allen St. Four 
two-story loft apartments will occupy the racquetball 
courts. The other five apartments will have two bedrooms. 
A portion of the health club on the Allen t. Side was de-
molished for a landscaped and fenced parking site for 
eight vehicles. 
     In the former church at 189 North St., interior work has 
begun for 11 apartments, a mix of two-story lofts and one- 
and two-bedroom apartments. May 1 is the target date for 
occupancy. Parking arrangements are still to be worked 
out.        

   Thomas Fox, Ellicott development project manager, 
discussed the redevelopments with the Allentown As-
sociation board Nov. 8.    
    The church has 72 stain glass panels, eight of which 
will be replaced with clear glass for more light and vis-
ibility, he said. The  board asked that every effort be 
made to install the removed stain glass in the building.  
A new door and anew window will be added on the 
east side, and 10 boarded-up windows on that side  will 
be replaced with new windows with frosted backing in 
what will remain the mechanical room. Concealed ar-
chitectural lighting will be installed and the main en-
trance will be at the east end  of the North St. façade, 
the door on the west  end to be an exit.  
                     Please turn to Page 10                                                 

Redevelopment of three Allentown buildings will include 34 apartments 

Former First Baptist Church at North and North 
Pearl Sts. being converted to apartments 
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    Allentown Entrepreneurs, a new  business group, has 
formed and is meeting twice a month. 
    There are no elected officers, but Sarah Bishop acts as 

chairwoman and spokes-
person and has been in-
volved since the start.  

There are eight or ten business  people in the core group and 
“we hope to expand our membership,” she said.  
     “We hope Allentown can become a 24-hour, seven-day-a-
week business district that can continuously develop,” she 
explained. Sarah Bishop is executive director of Buffalo 
First, a nonprofit that supports local, independent businesses 
of all kinds in the Buffalo area.. Its office is at 910 Main St. 

in Allentown, in the same building as Hyatt’s art-supply 
store.    
     Allentown Entrepreneurs aims to attract clientele to 
Allentown from the Medical Campus and the suburbs, and 
work with the Allentown Association and members of the 
Common Council to bring  infrastructure improvements 
envisaged in the Allen St. improvement plan, as well as 
improved signage, she added.   
    The group meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month 
at 5:30 p.m. in Merge Restaurant,  439 Delaware Ave., to 
hear a speaker, and holds a mixer on the second Tuesday 
of each month at different locations.  

Business News  

     New business group welcomes new members 

    Café 59, Allen and Franklin Sts., is under new manage-
ment with extended hours and an expanded menu. 
    Chris Connolly, former bartender at K. Gallagher’s,  has 
taken over management from Leon Rung. The café offers 
soups, salads, sandwiches and WiFi  from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Monday  through Friday and from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Satur-

                   New management at Café 59 
days.         
     Check out the new menu at cafe59.com.  
    In other business news, Sweet Tooth, 199 Allen St. at 
Elmwood Ave., has added artisan breads from the Elm 
Street Bakery of East Aurora, deliveries Tuesday, Thurs-
day and Saturdays.  

    The former bank branch next door to the Theodore 
Roosevelt Inaugural Site on Delaware Ave. has been 
donated to the historic site and will be demolished to 
provide a landscaped green space recreating the 
grounds of the Ansley Wilcox mansion in 1901. 
  Bank of America has donated the property, assessed 
at $415,000 but will maintain a drive-through auto-
matic teller station on the site. The  branch closed in 
March.  
   The property has been donated to the Theodore 
Roosevelt Inaugural Site Foundation, which operates 
the site  for the U.S. National Park Service. “The 
long-term plan is for us to donate the property to the 
National Park Service,” said Molly Quackenbush, 
site executive director.   
   The foundation will soon launch a $1-million capi-
tal campaign, with $800,000 to be allocated to demo-
lition and ground work,  and  $200,000 for the muse-
um to start a citizenship program to allow the public 

to explore issues confronting the country in 1901 
and still relevant today.  
   The city Preservation Board has authorized the 
demolition, paving for additional parking, and 
landscaping, with the requirement that the TR site 
and bank signage be distinguished from each oth-
er through use of contrasting but compatible  ma-
sonry finishes. 
    The expansion of the site grounds will enable 
the historic mansion to be seen from the south 
along Delaware Ave., a view now cut off by the 
bank, built in 1960 by a predecessor, Liberty Na-
tional Bank and Trust Co.  When the mansion 
was threatened with demolition in the 1960s, that 
bank bought the mansion and held it until it could 
be restored. The Allentown Association, then in 
its infancy, played a major role in the preserva-
tion campaign, which resulted in opening the his-
toric site in 1971. 

TR Site grounds will expand with bank demolition 
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     Allendale Theater, 203 Allen St. Theatre of Youth presents “Junie B. Jones: in Jingle Bells, Batman Smells.”  opening  Dec. 2 at 
7 p.m.,  continuing Saturdays at 2 and 5:30 p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m., through Dec . 18.  For information and tickets, call 884-
4400, see www.theatreofyouth.org.   
     Allentown Association,  14 Allen St.  Horse-drawn carriage rides with Santa and community tree lighting, Dec. 3, see page 
2.Board of  Directors meets Dec. 13, Jan. 10, Feb. 14,  7 p.m.  For information call 881-1024 or see  www.allentown..org.  
     Art Dialogue Gallery, 1 Linwood Ave., Tuesday to Friday,  11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Artful Gifts, through 
Dec. 30; Jan. 6 to Feb. 3, Members’ choice, “What I Do Best,”  Jan. 6 to Feb. 3;  16th annual members’ exhibition, traditional works  
Feb. 10 to March 9;   Lewis and Clark, jazz duo, Dec. 2, 7:30 p.m.; Dec. 3,  11 a.m. collage workshop for young adults Dec. 3,  11   
a.m., call for reservations; ; Christmas puppet show, Dec. 10, noon, call for reservations. For information and reservations, call 885-
2251.    
    Betty’s restaurant, 370 Virginia St. at College St. “Lines on Paper,” works by K. M. Bihr, through Jan. 22. 
    Buffalo  Big Print gallery, 78 Allen St.  Mon day through Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.   “Mostly Adele Cohen,” paintaings, 
through January. “Key West Series”, pastels by Fred Fielding, February.  For information call 884-1777.  
    Casa de Arte,  141 Elmwood Ave. For information and hours, call 240-9248, see www.buffalo-cuernavaca.com. 
    College Street Gallery,  244 Allen St., Wednesday to Friday, 5 to 8 p.m. Saturday by appointment.  Works by 20 artists in co-op.  
Christmas party, Dec. 16, 8 to 10 p.m. For information call 868-8183.  
    El Museo, 91 Allen St.  Tuesday through Saturday, noon to 5 p.m. National Arts Program Foundation exhibit, art by City of Buff-
falo employees and their families, Dec. 9 to Jan. 13. For information call 578-3782.  
    First Friday Gallery Tours,  Allentown galleries will have extended evening hours, some with new exhibits and receptions,  Dec. 
2, Jan. 6, Feb. 3. See Pages 1 and 2.  And wwws.firstfridaysallentown.org. 
    First Presbyterian Church, Symphony Circle, 200th anniversary concerts, Prism, Christmas concert by Houghton College cham-
ber orchestra and choirs, Dec. 4, 7:30 p.m. David Bond, organist, Feb. 19, 4 p.m. Free will donations.   
    Indigo gallery, 74 Allen St., Tuesday to Friday, noon to 5, Saturday, noon to 3.  “120  Years,,” Buffalo Society of Artists, small 
works, Dec . 2 through Jan. 14,  Works on paper by Jackie  Selix, Feb. 3hrough Feb. 29.  Photography by Ellen Carey,  through mid 
Januarythrough photography by  February. Through mid March.  Jan.      John Pfahl For information, call 984-9572.  
    Karpeles Manuscript Library Museum, 220 North St. Thursday, Friday, Saturday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m..  Manuscripts from Russian  
history, through December;   Theodore Roosevelt, January through April.  For information  call 885-1986.  
    Kleinhans Community Association, monthly meeting Dec. 14, 6 p.m., D’Youville College Center,  room 201.  
    Kleinhans Music Hall , Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra, classical series, Baroque Masters, Dec. 3, 8 p.m. and Dec. 4, 2:30 p.m.;  
A Classical Christmas, Dec. 16, 10:30 a.m. and Dec. 17,  8 p.m.;  Mozart’s Birthday, Jan.  27, 10:30  a.m. and Jan. 28, 8 p.m.; Tchai-
kovsky’s Piano Concerto, Feb. 11, 8 p.m. and Feb. 12, 2:30 p.m.;  All American Masters, Feb. 25, 8 p.m., and Feb. 6, 2:30 p.m.; Dec. 
17, 8 p.m. Pops series, Holiday program with Buffalo Philharmonic Chorus, Dec . 10, 8 p.m. The Kingston Trio, Feb. 4, 8 p.m., 
Broadway Rocks, Feb. 18, 8 p.m..  For tickets, call 885-5000 or see bpo.org. Buffalo Chamber Music Society concerts, Brentano 
Quartet, Dec. 13, 8 p.m.; Cecilia String Quartet, Jan. 31, 8 p.m. For tickets, call 462-4939 or see www.bflochambermusic.org.  
      Quaker Bonnet Eatery, 175 Allen St.,  Dec. 4, noon, Theatre of Youth children’s brunch,  reservations, 884-4400; Dec. 18, Jan. 
16, Feb. 19, family friendly drag-queen brunch, seatings at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m., reservations, 884-0435; exhibitions: December, min-
iature paintings by Bill Hutchinson, January; mixed media by Fiegel; February, pastels by Sharon Fundalinski 
     Nina Freudenheim Gallery, Hotel Lenox, 140 North St. Tuesday through Friday 10 to 5, Saturday by appointment. Photography 
by Ellen Carey,  through mid January; photography by John Pfahl, February through mid March.  For information call 882-5777.  
      Richmond-Summer Senior Center, 337 Summer St., Spaghetti dinner and fashion show, Dec. 10, 4 to 7 p.m. $5. For tickets or 
information, call 885-3290.    
       Rust Belt Books, 202 Allen St. Tangential poetry readings, open slots, Dec. 1, 29, Jan. 26, Feb. 23, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. 6, 7, 8, 13. 
14, 15, 20, 21, 22, 8 p.m. Casey Mohammed, readings, Oct. 28, 8 p.m. December, paintings by Lainie Wesser.  For information call  
885-9535.   
      Space@224,  224 Allen St., Tuesday through Saturday 6 to 9 p.m. holiday  artwork and crafts through Dec. 31. Call 523-1219 or 
see 224allen.com.   
     Studio Hart, 65 Allen St. Tuesday through Saturday, 11 to 3. December, “Tis the Season,” artists’ interpretation of the holidays, 
February, “Love for Sale,” art works for Valentine’s Day.  For information call 536-8337.  
     Sugar City, 19 Wadsworth   St., exhibitions and performances, see www.buffalosugarcity.org.  
     Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site (Wilcox Mansion), 641 Delaware Ave. Hours, Monday to Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.;  
Sunday, noon to 5 p.m.   Victorian Christmas through Dec. 31,  special holiday decorations, boutiques, lunches and din-
ners.  Silent auction and wine tasting, Dec. 6,  6 p.m.; luncheon Dec. 9 at 1 p.m. after Buffalo Philharmonic concert; din-
ner Dec. 14 at 6 p.m., preceded by champagne reception, before Buffalo Philharmonic concert.  Call for reservations,   884-
0095,  or see www.trsite.org.  

Calendar of Events  
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By Dinah D. Gamin     
 
          The Kleinhans Community Association  sponsored a 
very successful “affinity tour”  on Oct. 19 for  the National 
Preservation Conference. It was the only block club in the 
city to host a tour of private houses. About 50 conference-
goers participated. 
           The following homes and buildings were open for 
the tour: 51 Symphony Circle, 1883 Queen Anne, Franklin 
Caulkins, architect; Karpeles Manuscript Library, 453 Por-
ter Ave., 1908, C.K. Porter, architect; Kittinger home, 530 
Porter Ave., circa 1882; 32 Plymouth Ave., 1845, last exist-
ing Buffalo structure associated with the Sidway family, 
window fabrication and restoration firm; 34 Plymouth Ave., 
1889 Queen Anne, under restoration; 28 Orton Place, 1885 
Queen Anne, C.R. Percival, architect; 42 Orton Place, 1886 
Queen Anne; First Presbyterian Church, 1 Symphony Cir-
cle, 1889-91, Romanesque  with Byzantine interior, E.B. 
Green and William Sydney Wicks, architects.  

          Prospero restaurant, 350 Pennsylvania St. was also 
open and visited by many on the tour.  
          The tour committee included Donna Raczyn-
ski,Rosemary Sobala, Cyndy Allen, John Allen, Dinah 
Gamin, Barbara O’Neill and Eliszabeth Von Hahn.  
          Others who deserve thanks include:  Milly Castro, 
John Gu-
lick, 
Lynn 
James, 
Joyce DiChristina, Joan Forster, Dick Cambell, Pat Ken-
ney Katie Kenney, Chris Kelly,  Christina Trachenberg, 
Debbie Harding-Mattice, Mary Ann  Cassidy, Lynne 
Valone, Daniel Culross, Michael Rooney, Krista  Palgutt, 
David Hand and Beth Kauffman.   
       Dinah Gamin is an active KCA member 

 
            We had over 550 visitors over the week for vari-
ous events," said Mark Lozo, the TR site's education di-
rector and chief of interpretation. We also distributed 
large numbers of the Allentown Association's 'Streets of 
Allentown' booklet, which were extremely popular." 

Also, Preservation Buffalo Niagara sponsored a 
1.5-mile “walk-and-gawk” from the Convention Center 
to Kleinhans Music Hall for the National Preservation 
Awards ceremony. As the walkers passed through the 
neighborhood, they were invited in for snacks at Quaker 
Bonnet, 175 Allen St., and for a peek inside the Allen-
dale and First Presbyterian Church. 

Chris Brown was a presenter at an Education 

Session in the Convention Center on “Organizing for 
Neighborhood-Driven Development.” In a very polished 
slide show and lecture, he told of several successful res-
torations in the territory of the Kleinhans Neighborhood 
Association, much of which is in Allentown, and of the 
“One Allentown” initiative that united the local Allen-
town Historic District with the national one.  

   
Dick Haynes, a former Allentown Association 

president,  was the Association’s chairman for the Na-
tional Trust Conference.  

“Walk-and-gawk” tour hits Quaker Bonnet, Allendale, First Church 

KCA hosts tour of eight homes and institutions 

Preservation  News 

Continued from Page 7 
The church was built in 1899 in the classical style, possi-
bly the third church building on the site for the congrega-
tion founded in 1822. It was later used by another congre-
gation but has been vacant for several years. Ellicott De-
velopment bought the property this year for $150,000.   

     The Symphony Circle building was built in the 1950s as 
the Rosa Coplon Jewish Home & Infirmary. It reopened in 
1998 after a $7 million renovation as the 167-bed Grace 
Manor which closed in 2009. Ellicott Development bought 
it at auction for $1.6 million.  
       

        Church was built in 1899 in classical style 
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Continued from Page 4 
as well as relevant heretofore undocumented social history, 
such as the role that the gay community played in Allen-
town’s resurgence. In total, there are nearly 1,300 structures 
or sites in the newly-revised Allentown National Register 
Historic District, 67 of which are non-contributing, because 
they were constructed outside its period of significance. The 
Allentown district is one of the ten largest historic districts in 
New York State.    
     The cost of the new nomination was funded by the Allen-
town Association with the generous support of Preserve New 
York, the Buffalo Architectural Salvage Committee, the 
Baird Foundation, Tickets.com, and individual donors. Pre-
serve New York is a partnership of the Preservation League 
of New York State and the State Council on the Arts. Its 
$9,500 award to the Allentown Association was one of the 
highest given in 2010, due in part because its grant review 
panel was impressed by the Allentown Association’s promise 
of success.  
     Allentown’s revised listing on the National Register of 
Historic Places, managed by the National Park Service, will 
be complete by January. 
     When the new nomination’s listing process is complete,  
all properties currently part of the local Allentown Historic 
Preservation District (under the auspices of the Buffalo 
Preservation Board) will be listed on the National Register. 
The  
final step in creating One Allentown is to make adjustments 

to the local district boundaries. Approximately 40 properties 
that are included within the National Register boundaries are 
currently not included within the local Allentown district. 
The One Allentown committee will work with homeowners, 
the city  Preservation Board, the  Common Council, and the 
mayor’s office to create a final single Allentown Historic 
District in 2012, bringing resolution to a process that began 
over 30 years ago. 
     In 1980, when a portion of Allentown was initially listed 
on the National Register, the Allentown Association said that 
Allentown joins "Mount Vernon, Lincoln Memorial, Green-
wich Village, and the Statue of Liberty on our nation's honor 
role of beautiful and historic districts and boundaries. The 
work begun... by Olive Williams, Max E.B. Clarkson and 
others as culminated in a landmark success in gaining offi-
cial national recognition of the architectural beauty and sig-
nificant historicity of Allentown."  
    The current One Allentown committee similarly wishes to 
acknowledge those who worked so diligently between 1974-
1980 on the initial Allentown local and National Register 
historic district efforts, most notably Carole Z. Holcberg and 
Olaf William Shelgren Jr. 
    The new Allentown National Register nomination is post-
ed on the Internet and can be accessed athttp://
nysparks.state.ny.us/shpo/national-register/documents/
nominations/AllentownHistoricDistrict.pdf. 
    
Chris Brown is a former Allentown Association president 

 Additional structures eligible for tax credit by January  

Dambach’s Drug Store at 
the northwest corner of 
Main and Allen Sts. in 1930. 
The site is now community 
green space owned by the 
Towne  restaurant, decorat-
ed with installations by ar-
chitecture students, and 
maintained with the help of 
the Allentown Association.  
From the Allentown Associ-
ation collection.  
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An Allentown Almanac 

The fence around the Days Park Fountain, damaged by a car on Halloween 2010, has been repaired through the ef-
forts of Council President David Fronczak with the help of the Buffalo Olmstead Conservancy. The fence is a replica 
of the original fence installed circa 1901.   
     Allentowners owe a debt of gratitude  to retiring directors of the Allentown Association: Lura Bechtel, outgoing 
president,Vice President Gina Maramag, Secretary Richard Haynes, and Melissa Dayton and Holly Holdaway.  
     Mark McGovern and his wife  Amy Schmidt of North Pearl St. are parents of a new daugher, Bridgette. Dad is 
project manager of Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus and an Allentown Association director.  
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