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     For quick updates on what’s happening, like The Allentown Association on Facebook.  

Should Allentown’s 

east end become 

no-smoking zone? 
 

The Buffalo Niagara Medi-

cal Campus is now entirely 

smoke-free  ̶  not just the build-

ings and grounds  ̶  but the pub-

lic sidewalks and streets, too. 

And that has implications for 

the eastern end of Allentown. 

The BNMC thinks the no-

smoking zone should be ex-

tended to public areas as far 

west as North Pearl Street, so 

that medical campus visitors 

and employees won't take a 

short walk across Main Street 

and make a nuisance of them-

selves blowing smoke and flick-

ing butts around Allentown 

businesses and residences. 

It thinks the zone should 

also extend southeast to the 

Fruit Belt and McCarley Gar-

dens. 

The city charter would have 

to be amended to expand the 

zone, which would not prohibit 

smoking on private property or 

residences, only in the public 

right-of-way. In addition, there 

could be waivers for areas such 

as Cathode Ray's covered out-

door patio on the North Pearl 

sidewalk. 

Continued on Page 10 

 

Twain Tower nears completion 

A $4.5 million office-residential complex is on the Delaware-Virginia site 

once occupied by Samuel Clemens’ house and later the Cloister. 

By JOHN P. PATRISSI 

Mark Twain's house is long gone, and 

so is the famed Cloister Restaurant, but 

on the site where they once stood an up-

scale three-story building is nearing 

completion. 

Dubbed Twain Tower, the $4.5 mil-

lion complex at 268 Delaware Ave. con-

sists of three levels of high-end commer-

cial space and a residential wing with 

nine upscale one- and two-bedroom 

apartments  ̶  for a total of about 9,500-

square-feet of space.  

At the rear of the site, a carriage 

house  ̶  the only structure that remains 

from the days of Mark Twain author 

Samuel Clemens  ̶  has undergone mas-

sive overhauls including a new roof and 

extensive brick restoration.                

Continued on Page 10 
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Santa will be on Allen Street Dec. 6 
Santa will be making an appear-

ance again this year at the Allentown 

First Fridays Gallery Walk on Dec. 6.  

First Fridays are always fun on Al-

len Street, and the one in December is 

great way to kick off the holiday sea-

son. There'll be free horse-drawn car-

riage rides 6:30-8:30 p.m., a tree light-

ing at Allen and Park streets at 6:30, 

caroling and hot chocolate. Bring your 

kids or grandchildren. 

Art galleries will be open 6-9 p.m., most with special 

attractions. At the College Street Gallery there will be a 

lighting projection by Keith Harrington. For full informa-

tion on what each gallery is planning, check the Greater 

Allentown First Fridays Gallery Tour page on Facebook, or 

go to www.firstfridaysallentown.com. 

Also that night, the Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Na-

tional Historic Site at 641 Delaware Ave. near Allen will 

host a wine tasting and silent auction fundraiser at $35 a 

ticket, $30 for TR Site members. 

 

Association to be cited for preservation 
The Allentown Association will receive a 2013 New 

York State Historic Preservation Award on Dec. 5 from the 

state's Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preserva-

tion. The award cites the Buffalo Neighborhood Preserva-

tion Initiative and "pays tribute to the individuals and or-

ganizations who have made important contributions to rec-

ognizing and revitalizing some of Buffalo's largest and 

most distinguished historic neighborhoods, including 

Allentown, Black Rock, Elmwood West, Hamlin Park and 

University Park," Commissioner Rose Harvey said. Several 

groups and people from across the state will be similarly 

honored. 

 

Planning begins for Allen West Festival 
As we all batten down for winter, it's comforting to 

know that preparations are about to get under way for  the 

Association's Allen West Festival, which runs June 14 and 

15  ̶  Allentown Art Festival weekend, Buffalo's traditional 

kick-off of summer. 

The 2014 Allen West Festival will be celebrating its 

16th year, showcasing our historic neighborhood and the 

artists who participate in this fun, family-friendly event. It 

is staged west of Elmwood Avenue along Allen and 

Wadsworth streets. Last year it attracted 145 booths and 

vendors and netted $22,700 for the Association. 

Volunteers led by Gretchan Grobe are already planning 

new attractions for 2014. Applications will be mailed to 

prospective vendors the second week in January, and be 

available for download at www.allentown.org by Jan. 15. 

Completed applications must be returned to the Allen-

town Association, 14 Allen St., Buffalo, NY 14202, post-

marked by April 7. 

Allen West also is looking for new corporate sponsors. 

If your business or the company you work for wants expo-

sure at a wonderful event that attracts 200,000 people, 

please contact the Association at allntown@localnet.com 

or at 881-1024. 

Volunteers run this festival, and can always use help. 

Leave a message at the above email address or phone num-

ber if you'd like to assist. 

 

Tim Hortons, Stone Cold Creamery coming 
Roast beef will be giving way to donuts and ice cream 

at the former Arby's site at 537 Delaware Ave. near Allen 

Street. A rather upscale Tim Hortons Cafe & Bake Shop 

and a Cold Stone Creamery will be moving into a reno-

vated building. The donut shop's new design features 

couches and more comfortable seating. Arby's closed on  

Sept. 13 after 35 years in business, said franchise owner 

Vince Allesandra, who is going into semi-retirement. He 

will still own the property, leasing it to the chains. 

 

Meeting set on school expansion 
Elmwood Village Charter School will hold a commu-

nity meeting at 6 p.m. Dec. 11 at the school, 40 Days Park, 

to describe a planned expansion so it can offer enrollment 

up to 8th grade. Architects will be on hand to provide 

visuals and take in feedback.   

 

No overnight parking on bus routes 
Buffalo winter parking restrictions have been in effect 

since Nov. 15. So until April 1, there is no parking on any 

bus route in the city between 1:30 a.m. and 7 a.m. The rule 

allows city plows to clear the streets of snow overnight. 

 

An addendum to Night Out story 
A story in the autumn edition of this newsletter on the 

Night Out anti-crime picnic held in Symphony Circle on 

Aug. 6 failed to mention a few participants who showed up 

or helped out. Prospero Restaurant on Pennsylvania Street 

provided a casserole. State Sen. Tim Kennedy and Ellicott 

District Council Member Darius Pridgen attended and lent 

their support. The event was sponsored by the Allentown 

Association and the Kleinhans Community Association. 

 

Neighborhood news notes 
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The Crime Prevention and Safety 

Awareness Committee reminds you to 

always lock your car and to be aware 

of your surroundings when using your 

mobile phone in public. 

There are one or more or individu-

als going around the neighborhood 

overnight looking for unlocked cars to 

steal things from. 

He or they will work an entire 

block in a night and check EVERY car 

on the street. If one is unlocked, its 

owner will awake to find it rifled 

through, with any items the thief does 

not want thrown around the car. If the 

trunk is accessible through a driver-

compartment release, it too will be 

ransacked.  

Besides locking your vehicle, never 

leave any item that is attractive to 

thieves in view. This especially in-

cludes cell phones, GPS devices, PCs, 

tablets, MP3 players or other items 

that can be quickly resold. Your $600  

iPhone is worth $10 to a thief who will 

rapidly resell it for narcotics money.  

Also, there are at least two men 

who have been working areas of the 

Lower West Side, including Allentown 

and the D’Youville College campus 

area, stealing smart phones out of the 

hands of users.   

The thieves target people who are 

either talking or texting, too engrossed 

to notice what is going on around 

them. They ride past on a bicycle, grab 

the phone, and speed away. 

Please make the effort to be aware 

of your surroundings when talking or 

typing on your mobile device. If possi-

ble, stand so your back is facing a 

building rather than the street or side-

walk. If you see a cyclist approaching, 

be sure to hold your phone firmly or 

turn your body in a direction that will 

make your phone hard to snatch. 

As always, if either of these inci-

dents or any other crime happens to 

you, call 911 and report it. Always 

report ALL incidents of theft, vandal-

ism or other crimes no matter how 

seemingly insignificant. The police 

need to know every incident in order 

to track trends and to look for crime 

patterns that may require extra patrols 

in specific areas. The police cannot 

fight crimes if they are not aware of 

the incidents. 

On a related note, the city has in-

stalled a surveillance camera on the 

northeast corner of Elmwood Avenue 

and North Street. Residents and busi-

nesses in the vicinity had complained 

about loitering, littering and harass-

ment by creeps at the corner. After 

members of the Crime Prevention 

Committee met with B District Police 

Chief Brian Patterson, he created a six-

week foot patrol in the area to put an 

end to the nonsense, and when that 

ended, the camera went up. It joins 

another such camera down the block at 

Elmwood and Allen. 

Protect yourself against petty crimes of convenience 

A new surveillance camera is 

up in response to complaints. 
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Residents hear 

challenges of 

blight fighting 
 

It's not just responsible homeown-

ers who are angered and frustrated by 

slumlords  ̶  it's building inspectors and 

Buffalo Housing Court Judge Patrick 

Carney, too. 

About 70 residents of Allentown 

and nearby neighborhoods got that 

message loud and clear at a meeting 

Nov. 7 in First Presbyterian Church 

organized by Patty MacDonald of the 

Kleinhans Community Association. 

Judge Carney, who spent 20 years 

on the criminal side of Buffalo City 

Court before moving to the housing 

side, said: "I desperately miss my 

criminals. They're so much easier to 

handle than landlords." 

He said he has about 5,000 active 

cases, and that he lost three staffers 

due to budget cuts. 

In dealing with violations, he said 

"the best solution is to get the proper-

ties repaired" by working with the 

owners. "If that fails, then I have to 

become a judge." 

But the cases before him include 

300 houses owned by deceased people, 

many others owned by the elderly who 

are in nursing homes or in poverty, 

and hundreds owned by people who 

live far from Buffalo, some in foreign 

countries who bought property over 

the Internet and are beyond the juris-

diction of the court. 

The Housing and Historic Preserva-

tion Committee of the Allentown As-

sociation has about 20 problem proper-

ties it is following, most of them re-

ferred to building inspectors, and some 

in housing court. 

Council Members Darius Pridgen,  

David Fronczak and Joseph Golombek 

Jr., as well as representatives from 

some others, attended and heard some 

ideas for legislation that might help. 

Among them: 

• Jonathan White of the Allentown 

Association suggested a law that re-

quires out-of-town owners of multiple 

dwellings to hire local property man-

agers. 

• Building inspectors Bob Barrali 

and Brian Hayden said the Council 

should pass a law placing unpaid fines 

on property taxes. That's what Roches-

ter does. 

• Patty MacDonald said that in the 

wake of house fires, the city should 

require complete emergency enclo-

sure, rather than just first-floor enclo-

sure, to protect homes from the ele-

ments and help keep them salvageable. 

• Judge Carney said the city has to 

stop allowing landlords with violations 

to continue to acquire more properties 

at tax auctions. 

From left: Community Police Officers Tony Lebrun and Steve Nich-

ols, Oswaldo Mestre of the Office of Citizen Services, Judge Patrick 

Carney, Chief Building Inspector Tom Brodfehrer, and building in-

spectors Brian Hayden and Bob Barrali.  

185 attend Association’s 50-year gala 
Some 185 members and friends of 

the Allentown Association gathered 

to Sept. 28 to celebrate a remarkable 

achievement – the 50th anniversary of 

the Association. 

The 50th Anniversary Gala was 

held at the Twentieth Century Club, 

beginning outdoors with cocktails and 

hors d’oeuvres in the club's private 

walled garden. At the dining tables, 

each guest found a booklet that re-

counted some of the Association’s 

many accomplishments in stories and 

photos describing each decade of the 

Association’s history. 

Remarks were kept brief, with a 

pre-dinner toast by co-chairs Jonathan 

L. White and Christopher N. Brown. 

Common Council Member David 

Franczak read a Council proclamation 

honoring the Association. Other proc-

lamations came from Mayor Brown, 

Erie County Executive Poloncarz, and 

the State Senate and Assembly. 

Each guest received a framed pho-

tographic print created by Allentown 

artist Issac N. Lopez. The delicious 

three-course dinner was prepared by 

Club chef Joe George, an Allentown 

resident, and music was provided by 

Matt Olmsted, also an Allentowner. 
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Susan Lenahan, 

CRS, CBR 
Associate Broker 

2007-2012 Agent of the Year 

 

431 Delaware Ave., Buffalo 

susielenahan@gmail.com 

www.susanlenihan.com 

Your City Expert! 

Cell: 864-6757 

 

By PETE CARROLL 

The Allentown Association’s nine-

year effort to save a 19th-century 

structure on Main Street is finally 

bearing fruit with finalization of plans 

for a $5.8 million housing and com-

mercial project by a private developer. 

The 1891 façade of the Bosche 

building at 918 Main St. and a some-

what newer building at 916 Main will 

be used in the development planned by 

Greenleaf & Co. It will have 23 one- 

and two-bedroom, medium-priced 

rental apartments on the upper three 

floors and some commercial space on 

the ground floor, according to James 

R. Swiezy, Greenleaf president. 

The structure was designed in the 

Romanesque style by Cyrus Porter, a 

leading Buffalo architect, for the 

Bosche Brothers as the office and 

showroom of their carriage construc-

tion business. The Bosche firm closed  

in 1914 after briefly making car bodies 

for the Thomas Flyer, the Buffalo-built 

auto that won an around-the-world 

race in 1908.  

The building went through numer-

ous ownerships, housing Summit Dis-

tributors, an electronics-equipment 

business, from 1958 until 1996 when it 

became vacant. Acquired by the city 

for back  taxes, it faced the threat of 

demolition for a parking  lot. 

The Allentown Association op-

posed demolition proposals as early as 

2004. In the intervening years, Chris-

topher Brown and Elizabeth Licata, 

both former presidents of the Associa-

tion, waged an unwavering effort to 

save the building.  

There were obstacles aplenty. After 

being abandoned for over a decade, the 

roof and interior structure had col-

lapsed, Brown recalled. One developer 

who acquired the building died before 

a restoration could get under way. 

Brown enlisted the support of a 

structural engineer, Peter Grace, and 

the New York State Preservation 

League. A study grant was obtained 

from the State Council of the Arts. 

After the study, a $1.2 million state 

grant was obtained to stabilize the fa-

çade with structural beams, since the 

roof and interior were beyond saving. 

To get the grant, after an initial rejec-

tion, proof had to be provided that the 

structure was eligible for the National 

Register of Historic Places. 

“To say this building was a ‘goner’ 

is an understatement,” Brown said. 

“No one thought this building stood a 

chance of being saved.”  

The $5.8 million figure is 

Greenleaf’s projected cost. With the 

amount spent by the city in stabilizing 

the structure and remediating the site, 

total cost will easily exceed $7 million.  

Jim Swiezy expects the 33,000-

square-foot structure to be completed 

by early 2015. It has 2,000 square feet 

of commercial space on the ground 

floor, with interest expressed for res-

taurant or medical-office tenancy. The 

new University at Buffalo School of 

Medicine will be close by on the east 

side of Main Street at Allen Street. 

The project has received a 

$355,000 tax concession from the Erie 

County Industrial Development 

Agency, and the developer is seeking 

additional tax incentives from the city 

and state, The Buffalo News reported. 

Carmina Wood Morris is the project 

architect.  

The developer expects to take title 

to the property by year’s end after the 

city has completed stabilization work. 

Redevelopment of Bosche building 

attests to Association’s tenacity 

The façade dates to 1891. 
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As our neighborhood gets even better…                        ...are Allentowners becoming complacent? 

Sydney Montague, 91, dies in Salt Lake City 
Sydney Montague, an artist and well-known Allentown 

figure for 40 years, died Oct. 6 in Salt Lake City after suf-

fering a fall. He was 91. 

Born in London, he served in the Royal Navy during 

World War II, seeing action in Normandy and other fronts. 

He emigrated to Canada in 1953 and then to Buffalo in 

1954. 

By day he was an electrician. At night he was a painter, 

sculptor and jewelry maker. 

Trained at the Chelsea School of Fine Arts in London, he 

later received a master of fine arts from the College of the 

San Francisco Art Institute. 

He founded the Anatomy of Art School in Buffalo in 

1961 and later taught art classes at the Albright-Knox Art 

Gallery, Buffalo State College and North Tonawanda High 

School. 

     He frequently sold his work at the    

Allentown Art Festival. His paintings – 

which ranged from the impressionistic 

to the abstract – were on display in 

years past at Roswell Park Cancer Insti-

tute, HSBC Center and numerous local 

galleries. 

     Neighbors on upper Mariner Street 

recall that he voluntarily cleared the 

snow from sidewalks well into his 60s. 

     Mr. Montague is survived by his 

wife, the former Judy Mero, whom he 

married in Buffalo in 1991. They  

moved to Bradenton, Fla., in 1993, and then later to Santa 

Fe, N.M., and Salt Lake City.  

Mr. Montague 

By JONATHAN WHITE 

Allentown Association President 

LONG-TIME members of the Association reading this 

President’s message and seeing my name might think they 

accidentally received a copy of the 1998 newsletter. I 

served as president 15 years ago, at a time when Allentown 

was just beginning a period of renaissance. Home prices 

had started to increase, more young professionals began 

moving into the neighborhood. I started the Allen West 

Festival, which focuses exclusively on local artists as an 

adjunct to the venerable Allentown Art Festival – and is 

now the Association’s largest annual fundraising event.  

Perhaps the signature achievement of my first term is 

that the Association purchased the George Coit House on 

Virginia Street, Buffalo’s oldest extant private home, 

which had fallen into disrepair. In addition to raising the 

money to purchase it, we invested over $150,000 to com-

pletely replace the roof, reattach unstable walls, correct 

water damage, install new heating systems and ensure that 

the historic home was secure and out of danger. Later we 

sold the house to a private owner and the proceeds became 

an endowment of sorts that the Association is able to use as 

restricted funds for other preservation projects. 

In the ensuing years, the neighborhood has continued to 

change and, most would say, to improve. The leaders of the 

Association worked hard to build relationships with Buf-

falo Police to make Allentown one of Buffalo’s safest 

neighborhoods. The annual Secrets tour of homes contin-

ued to highlight our historic assets. First Fridays, the 

monthly gallery walk, has become a must-do event drawing 

visitors from throughout the region. Three years ago the 

Association lobbied hard with other organizations to gain 

historic tax credits for renovation of properties in a preser-

vation district, and did much more to  instill a sense that 

Allentown is one of Buffalo’s premiere places to live. 

As Allentown improves, membership slips 

BUT SUCCESS sometimes builds complacency. As 

the neighborhood has seen increased stability, experienced 

dramatically increased housing values, welcomed new res-

taurants and galleries and attracted higher-income resi-

dents, membership in the Association has steadily de-

creased.  

There is still much progress to be made to make Allen-

town even better than it is and to ensure that the Associa-

tion serves the needs of all residents – both homeowners 

and renters as well as business owners.  

The best path to accomplish our goals is through 

strength in numbers. Membership in the Association pro-

vides residents with a voice in the direction we take in the 

future. Moreover, our membership base allows us to speak 

with a strong, common voice to civic leaders to advance 

the goals of the preservation district. 

We have seen significant demographic shifts over the 

past 15 years that show a reduction in the number of family 

households and a rise in singles living alone. Overall in-

come has increased, yet a large number of households in 

Allentown live below the poverty line. The number of res-

taurants and bars has increased over the past 15 years, but 
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The Allentown Association: Serving Buffalo’s Great Historic Neighborhood for  50 years 

Incorporated in 1963 as a 501(c)3 charitable not-for profit 

community organization. Our Mission Statement: The only 

purpose of The Allentown Association is to serve its com-

munity. It does that through efforts to beautify the 

neighborhood; to encourage historic preservation and 

property maintenance; to promote appropriate business 

development; to fight crime, and to protect and enhance 

Allentown’s unique urban ambiance. 

OFFICERS:  

President: Jonathan White 

Vice presidents:             

Brian Gould, Steve Earnhart,  

Leon Rung 

Treasurer: Barbara Hart 

Secretary: Laine Walnicki 

DIRECTORS: 

Chris Brown, Pete Carroll,   

Ed Castine, Bob Fink, 

Gretchan Grobe,  

Stanton Hudson, 

Kelly Martin,                     

Ekua Mends-Aidoo, 

 

Jim Nash, Melissa Osmon, 

Andrew Pace, Henry Raess, 

Adam Sokol, Max Stephen, 

Jillian Stiefel 

 

 

Ex-officio (non voting): 
Melissa Dayton, Richard  

Haynes, Holly Holdaway, 

Elizabeth Licata 

 

Executive Director: 

Andrew Eisenhardt 

 
 

As our neighborhood gets even better…                        ...are Allentowners becoming complacent? 
there has been a proportionate decrease in retail stores – a 

necessary element to ensure a vibrant daytime commercial 

district. While violent crime is low, car break-ins and 

crimes of convenience can be high. 

Association to ramp up member service 

TO MEET the needs of members and advance our 

common agenda, a major focus of the coming year is a re-

turn to basic member services. The Association will work 

hard to increase membership, and as a return on your in-

vestment, we will make a commitment that the Association 

is here to serve you. We will do this in several ways. 

One of the first is a return to regular hours at the Asso-

ciation’s office at 14 Allen St. It will be open on Mondays 

and Wednesdays from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Tuesdays from 

12:30 until 6:30 p.m. so that members can call or stop in to 

meet with our Executive Director and discuss needs. 

Second, you will soon see a dramatically improved 

Website experience. A committee of members has worked 

hard the last few months to identify a new Web host and 

soon will migrate www.allentown.org to a WordPress site 

that will allow us to constantly update the content.   

We will be restoring the problem property report as a 

downloadable form on our Website to help identify preser-

vation issues. We will be working with other preservation 

groups to offer a series of seminars focused on how to ac-

cess historic tax credits, how to properly fix or replace a 

window in a preservation district, how to work with the 

Preservation Board and more. 

The Association recently co-hosted community meet-

ings with Judge Patrick Carney of City Housing Court and 

building inspectors to address the problem of slumlords 

and absentee owners. We will continue to engage with B 

District Police Chief Brian Patterson and our Community 

Police Officers as your voice regarding a safe environment. 

We will bring member block clubs together twice each year 

to discuss common concerns. 

We will provide opportunities for all members to get 

together socially, such as the annual Spring Dinner on 

April 29, 2014. Last year we revived the popular member 

picnic on National Night Out, and over 50 people came to 

meet neighbors and talk with police and political represen-

tatives. This coming year, the picnic will be held Aug. 5. 

Boosting neighborhood's artistic identity 

ADDITIONALLY, we will build on the success of 

First Fridays to make Allentown the area’s leading destina-

tion to experience the arts. Exciting announcements will 

soon be made regarding partner organizations in Allentown 

that will work with the Association in this regard.   

Most important, we will focus on relationships with 

members and with our peer organizations to advocate for 

issues that affect our neighborhood, to address problems, 

and to enhance the positive aspects of Allentown. The road 

ahead will be exciting and productive. I invite you to join 

us. Please join or renew your membership today. Volunteer 

to help on a committee. Stop by the office and let us know 

your thoughts. Help us to shape Allentown’s future. 
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Allendale Theater, 203 Allen St. Theatre of Youth pre-

sents “Madeline’s Christmas,” book and lyrics by Jennifer 

Kirkeby, music by Shirley Mier, based on the book by Ludwig 

Bemelmans, recommended for all ages, Dec. 6, 7 p.m.; Dec. 7, 

2 p.m.; Dec. 8 and 13, 7 p.m.; Dec. 14 and 15, 2 p.m. “Nancy 

Drew and the Mystery at Lilac Inn,” by Carolyn Keene, 

adapted by Kenneth Shaw, TOY head of design, Jan. 31, 7 

p.m.; Feb. 2, 8, 9, 15, 16, 2 p.m., recommended for ages 8 and 

up. For information and tickets, call 884-4400, see 

www.theatreofyouth.org.  

Allentown Association, 14 Allen St. Board of Directors 

meetings, Dec. 10, Jan. 14, Feb. 11, 7 p.m. For information 

call 881-1024 or see www.allentown.org.  

Art Dialogue Gallery, 5 Linwood Ave., Tuesday to Fri-

day, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Saturday, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Works by 

Edward G. Bisone, through Jan. 31. For information call 885-

2251 or see artdialoguegallery.com.  

Betty’s restaurant, 370 Virginia St. at College St. “Stars, 

Clouds, Shapes, Colors,” wall works by William Herod, 

through Jan. 19.  

Buffalo Big Print gallery, 78 Allen St. Monday through 

Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. “Family Recipe Paintings,” works 

of Jane Marinski, Dec. 6 to 31. Paintings and drawings by 

Adele Cohen, Jan. 3 to Feb. 28. For information call 884-1777.  

College Street Gallery, 244 Allen St., Wednesday to Fri-

day, 5 to 8 p.m., Saturday by appointment. Works by 20 artists 

in co-op. Open mic for musicians, poets and writers, Thurs-

days from 7 to 9 p.m. For information call 868-8183.  

First Friday Gallery Tours, Allentown galleries will have 

extended evening hours, some with new exhibits and recep-

tions, Dec. 6, Jan. 3, Feb. 7. Santa Claus, tree decorating and 

free horse-drawn carriage rides on Allen St. Dec. 6. See 

wwws.firstfridaysallentown.org. 

Indigo gallery, 74 Allen St., Tuesday to Friday, noon to 5 

p.m., Sunday from noon to 3 p.m. “Winter,” group exhibition, 

Dec. 6 to 21. “Crimson Thread,” group exhibit of painting and 

sculpture, Feb. 1 to March 2. For information, call 984-9572.  

Karpeles Manuscript Library Museum, 220 North St. 

Thursday, Friday, Saturday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., 19th Century 

Classical Composers, through Dec. 28. “The Chosen People,” 

Jewish documents, January and February. For information call 

885-1986.  

Kleinhans Music Hall, Buffalo Philharmonic Orches-
tra: Classics series: Classic Christmas, Dec. 6, 10:30 a.m.; 

Dec. 7, 8 p.m. Amadeus, Ibert, Mozart, Rimsky-Korsakov, 
Jan. 17, 10:30 a.m.; Jan. 18, 8 p.m. Copland’s America, Jan. 

23, 7 p.m. Bianconi Plays Rach 3, Dvorak, Rachmaninoff, 

Feb. 1, 8 p.m.; Feb. 2, 2:30 p.m. Mendelssohn’s Violin, Men-

delssohn, Bruckner, Feb. 22, 8 p.m.; Feb. 23, 2:30 p.m. Free 

concert, Side by Side with the Greater Buffalo Youth Orches-

tra, Feb. 27, 7:30 p.m. Kids: Jingle Bell Jam, Dec. 8, 2:30 

p.m.; Up, Up and Away, Feb. 16, 2:30 p.m. Pops series: Holi-

day Pops, Dec. 13, 10:30 a.m.; Dec. 14, 8 p.m.; Dec. 15, 2:30 

p.m. Cirque Musica, Jan. 25, 8 p.m. Barbara Streisand Song-

book with Ann Hampton Callaway, Feb. 15, 8 p.m. For tickets, 

call 885-5000 or see BPO.org. Buffalo Chamber Music Soci-

ety, Jasper String Quartet, Dec. 10, 8 p.m.; Szymanowski 

Quartet, Jan. 28, 8 p.m.; Quatuor Ebène, Feb. 25, 8 p.m. For 

tickets, call 462-4939 or see www.bflochambermusic.org.  

Quaker Bonnet Eatery, 175 Allen St. Photography by 

Dinesh Joseph, December. Works by James Kaczmarski, Janu-

ary. “Valentines for the Tower,” February, display and sale of 

photos of First Presbyterian Church to benefit restoration of its 

tower in conjunction with benefit concert by Buffalo Philhar-

monic Orchestra musicians in the sanctuary at 8 p.m. Feb. 21.  

Nina Freudenheim Gallery, Hotel Lenox, 140 North St. 

Tuesday through Friday 10 to 5, Saturdays by appointment. 

Gallery Selections, Dec. 14 through Jan. 17. For information 

call 882-5777.  

Pausa Art House, 19 Wadsworth St., Opening reception 

for “Unravelment,” art by Laurie Tanner, Dec. 5, 6 p.m. Con-

certs at 8 p.m.: Greg Wisniewski and Tokyo and the Boy, Dec. 

6; Ross Aftel Duo, Dec. 12; What Would Mingus Do?, Dec. 

13; Gruvology, Dec. 14; Russ Allegra, Dec. 19; Buffalo Jazz 

Quartet, Dec. 20; George Caldwell, 8 p.m. Puppetshow by 

Theater Figuren, Dec. 21, 1 p.m. Closed, Dec. 22-Jan. 5. Call 

697-9069. See Pausaarthouse.com.  

Rust Belt Books, 202 Allen St. Play by Brazen Faced Var-

lets “Agnes of God,” Dec. 6, 7, 13, 14, 20, 21, 7:30 p.m. Tan-

gential poetry reading, Dec. 19, 6:30 p.m. For information call 

885-9535.  

Studio Hart, 65 Allen St. Tuesday through Saturday, 11 to 

3. “Unicorns and Rainbows,” group show in several media, 

through December. “Love for Sale III,” group show, February. 

For information call 536-8337.  

Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural National Historic Site 
(Wilcox Mansion), 641 Delaware Ave. Hours, Monday to Fri-

day, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Saturday and Sunday, noon to 5 p.m. 

All-day $5 admissions to Victorian Christmas decorations, gift 

boutique, Dec. 7 to Dec . 14. For further information, call 884-

0095 or see www.trsite.org.  

Western New York Artists Group, 1 Linwood Ave. 

Tuesday through Friday 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Saturday, 11 a.m. to 

3 p.m. Artful Gifts, through Dec. 22. Members’ non-juried 

exhibition, Jan. 10 to Feb. 14. Members’ juried exhibition, 

Feb. 21 through March 28. Puppet show by Theater Figuren; 

Dec. 14, noon, reservations required. For information, call 885

-2251 or see wnyag.com. 

The Calendar of Events is compiled by Pete Carroll. Email 

submissions to him at pcbonjoura@gmail.com. 

    Calendar of Winter Events  
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Home-furnishings store, new pizza option open 
By PETE CARROLL 

An unusual home-furnishings store and a distinctive 

pizzeria are new to Allentown’s business scene, while 

some other retailers have new twists.  

Ziggy Starfish, featuring “select furniture and home 

décor,” is open at 125 Elmwood Ave., operated  by David 

Ziegler, a retired lawyer, and his son, Dominic. The busi-

ness opened last winter at 168 Elmwood and moved re-

cently to a larger site down the street. 

“It’s something we’ve always wanted to do,” Dave 

Ziegler explained. The store features home furnishings, 

some new but mostly not new, and range from antique to 

mid-20th century, retro to modern. Hours are noon to 7 

p.m. Tuesday through Sunday. Website: ziggystarfish.com. 

Phone: 886-1039. Email: ziggystarfish1658@gmail.com.    

Crust Pizza Bar has opened at 242 Allen St. at College 

Street, offering traditional pizzas as well as “build your 

own” pies with unusual toppings such as soppernesto sau-

sage and pesto drizzles. The space was formerly occupied 

by The Sample restaurant. Peter McConeghy, with many 

years in the restaurant business, is general manager and a 

co-owner. Eat in or take out, open from 11:30 a.m. to mid-

night, later on weekends. Phone: 351-0781. Website: 

Crustbuffalo.com.  

Gloria’s No Limit has moved to 42 Allen St. from 95 

Allen St. Gloria Jackson and her husband James McHenry 

have combined their retail businesses and are set to offer 

women’s and men’s furnishings and accessories and fra-

grances. He operated Class Act and has been in retail up 

and down Allen Street for 20 years. Phone: 361-4916. 

Email: gloriaj305@gmail.com. 

It’s a Mod, Mod World is the new name of the bakery 

and “gift stop” previously named A Rooster and Two 

Chicks at 93 Allen St.  

Lonnie B’ Beads  is the new name of Lonnie B. 

Harrell’s unique business at 81 Allen St., offering since 

1999 handcrafted jewelry, women’s clothing and artwork 

all created by him. It was formerly Allen Street Connection 

in partnership with a hairdresser. Hours are 11 a.m. to 6 

p.m. Monday through Saturday. Phone: 884-9482. Email: 

hlonnieb@yahoo.com. 

Block Consulting provides marketing, public relations 

and business development services for technology, profes-

sional services, and B2B / B2C organizations. Patty Block's 

solution selling, value creation and relationship manage-

ment talents enhance brand awareness, increase demand 

and help companies profitably grow. Email: 

www.blockconsulting.net. 

Kitty Cat Sitter serves all of Western New York. 

House sitter services included. Each guaranteed 1-hour 

visit includes tender loving care, affection and playtime for 

your furry family members. Email: www.kittycatsitter.com. 

BPO concert to aid tower restoration 
Saving First Presbyterian Church's 

iconic tower should be a priority for 

everyone in the neighborhood. It needs 

about $300,000 worth of work, and the 

congregation has formed a corpora-

tion  ̶  One Symphony Circle Inc.  ̶  to 

find money to do it. 

The Buffalo Philharmonic Orches-

tra will play a special concert at 8 p.m. 

Friday, Feb. 21, in the church's spec-

tacular EB Green-designed Byzantine 

sanctuary. All proceeds from ticket 

sales will go toward restoration of the 

historic tower. Tickets will be avail-

able at the BPO box office in Klein-

hans Music Hall or online at BPO.org. 

Another fundraiser at the church 

Nov. 15 sponsored by KC's Fitness 

and Lloyds Tacos drew more than 300 

people at $40 a ticket.  

 

Give the gift of a better neighborhood! 
This season, give your friends, neighbors 

 — even yourself — a membership 
 in the Allentown Association. 

New, renewal or gift memberships purchased in 

the month of December receive a free set of 12 

Buffalo landmark note cards valued at $15. Just 

fill out the membership form on Page 11 and re-
turn it with a check. HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 

Imagine Sym-

phony Circle 

without its 

iconic tower. 
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Preservation Board required several design changes 

Smoking ban won’t happen before Allentowners have their say 

Continued from Page One 

It is currently in the process of being converted into three 

additional flats.  

“We kind of gave it a little bit of a modern twist, but we 

definitely tried to stay true to the neighborhood,” owner 

Scott Croce said. “We did a lot of things you’d want to see 

in urban planning with the spacious floor-plans, high ceil-

ings, outdoor living spaces and modern amenities.” 

The site at 468 Delaware Ave., at the corner of Virginia 

Street, sat idle for nearly 10 years. Croce purchased it four 

years ago and bided his time pending build-out of the Buf-

falo-Niagara Medical Campus.    

“I thought  ̶  with the medical campus pushing towards 

Delaware, and Virginia being a major artery leading into 

the campus  ̶  it was a good investment to have high-end 

apartments in an avant-garde building nearby,” he said.  

The project went through several design modifications 

to win approval of the Buffalo Preservation Board. “There 

are a lot of great people and ideas on that board," Croce 

said. "Unfortunately there remains a business aspect to 

what we do here, and to wait and wait and wait cost a lot of 

money. But I think in the long run everything worked out.”   

The completion of Twain Tower, which markets itself 

as a premium downtown oasis for higher-earning young 

professionals, comes at a time when rent and property val-

ues in the city are increasing and consequently changing 

the demographic fabric of many neighborhoods. 

“We’re starting to, in our own small way, have a rebirth 

in the city of Buffalo and I think it’s even faster than what 

Rochester and Syracuse are experiencing. Everyone is 

moving back into the city,” Croce said. 

Many Allentowners are beginning to worry about con-

tinued gentrification of the neighborhood. 

But Chris Hawley, a city planner in the Mayor’s Office 

of Strategic Planning, said Allentown is not about to lose 

its bohemian legacy just yet. “Buffalo is not like New 

York, where once gentrification starts it prices everyone 

else out,” he said.  

At a price of $160 a square foot and seven apartments 

already rented with minimal marketing needed, Croce pro-

jects Twain Tower to be fully occupied quickly.  

Three apartments are being built  in the old  

surviving carriage house. 

Continued from Page One 

There will be public meetings in the neighborhood first, 

and the Allentown Association will make sure the Com-

mon Council finds out what Allentowners want. 

The medical campus has 12,000 employees and 1 mil-

lion visitors and patients a year, and there will be thousands 

more employees and students within a couple of years. 

About 25 percent of Erie County residents smoke, accord-

ing to Anthony G. Billoni of the Erie-Niagara Tobacco-

Free Coalition, so that could make for a lot of butts and 

ashes in areas just outside the medical campus unless the 

zone is expanded. 

The BNMC already supplies "No Smoking" signs for 

windows of businesses on the Allentown side of Main 

Street who want them. 

What brings the issue to the forefront is a law that Gov. 

Andrew Cuomo signed Oct. 29 that extended no-smoking 

to 15 feet beyond the property lines of hospitals and nurs-

ing homes. Until then, the no-smoking edict ended at the 

property line, not onto adjacent sidewalks and streets. 

Smoke-free zones are spreading around the country. For 

example: 

Onondaga County adopted a local law that bans smok-

ing on any area open to the public within 100 feet of the 

perimeter of a general hospital that includes sidewalks, 

streets and parking lots. 

In 2011, New York City extended its outdoor smoking 

ban to include pedestrian malls and plazas such as Times 

Square.  
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 ALLENTOWN ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 

NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
ADDRESS:  ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
TELEPHONE: __________________________   EMAIL: ____________________________________________ 
 
 
If business, name of manager or owner:  _______________________________________________________ 
 
 
Please select a contribution level:  Optional activities/committees you’d like to help with: 
 

     □ Benefactor  $1000        □ Beautification   □ Crime prevention 
     □ Patron  $  500        □ Housing/Historic Preservation □ Membership/PR 
     □ Contributing $  250        □ Business development  □ First Fridays 
     □ Sustaining  $  100        □ Nomination to the board of directors 
     □ Business  $    50        □ Allen West Festival  (adjacent to Allentown Art Festival) 
     □ Family  $    40        □ Hot dog stand at Allentown Art Festival 
     □ Individual  $    35        □ Secrets of Allentown (annual tour of homes) 
     □ Student/Senior $    20        □ Special events/50th anniversary events 
 
     □ To strengthen the Association in its 50th anniversary year, I’m making an additional contribution of $______. 
 
All contributions are tax-deductible. Please make a check payable to: The Allentown Association, Inc. 
Mail to: Allentown Association, 14 Allen Street, Buffalo, NY 14202. 

 
Please feel free to enclose a note with any ideas you have for improving the neighborhood, or suggestions for 
strategies you think the Association should be pursuing or additional activities you think it should engage in.  

Association has new president and officers 
The Allentown Association has a new slate of officers 

and four new directors. 

The new president is Jonathan White, a College Street 

homeowner and Tickets.com executive, who has been ac-

tive in the Association for 20 years and was president in 

1998-99. New vice presidents are two men who joined the 

board last year: Steve Earnhart, a North Street resident 

and UB law student who had been secretary, and Leon 

Rung, who lives on Allen Street and co-owns Cafe 59 and 

Madonna's restaurant. Returning as a VP is Brian Gould, 

who owns e3 Communications on Franklin Street. 

The new treasurer is Barbara Hart, who owns Studio 

Hart on Allen Street and is the brains and energy behind 

the popular Allentown First Fridays gallery tours.  

The new secretary is Laine Walnicki, a Mariner Street 

resident who joined the board last year and also heads the 

Membership Committee. 

 

New members of the board of directors are: 

Henry Raess, who is the Community Outreach Coordi-

nator for GObike Buffalo and a director of the Nickel City 

Housing Cooperative. Henry is a strong advocate for build-

ing sustainable communities through alternative and public 

transportation, local food sourcing and materials re-use. 

Stanton H. Hudson Jr., a public relations and commu-

nications professional who is a director of the Theodore 

Roosevelt Inaugural National Historic Site and adjunct lec-

turer at Buffalo State College. He hopes to strengthen the 

TR Site's ties to the Association and to First Fridays. 

Jillian Stiefel, a North Street resident who is an attor-

ney at LoTempio & Brown, a law firm on Franklin Street. 

Kelly Martin, a North Street resident who moved back 

to Buffalo about a year ago and is an officer of M&T Bank. 

She says she's excited about becoming involved in the 

neighborhood. 



 

By ADAM SOKOL 

Planning for the multimillion-dollar 

Allen Street Improvement Project took 

a big step forward in November when 

the city signed a civil engineering con-

tract for it with Bergmann Associates. 

This process took significantly 

longer than had been anticipated by all 

parties, but is nonetheless a very sig-

nificant milestone. 

The Association's Allen Street Im-

provement Committee expects public 

outreach coordinated by Bergmann to 

begin this winter. 

While Bergmann will be the prime 

contractor for design work, the land-

scape architect selected for the project 

is Halvorson Design Partnership from 

Boston (www.halvorsondesign.com), 

which has done excellent work for 

many institutional projects, primarily 

around Boston. 

This will be their first project in 

Buffalo and we are excited to have 

them on board. The landscape archi-

tects' role is much more extensive than 

merely selecting plantings. They will 

design virtually all of the visible ele-

ments of the street, including things 

like paving materials, street furniture, 

signage and lighting. 

The inclusion of Halvorson is a win 

for the Allentown Association. Both 

Bergmann Associates and the city 

were initially reluctant to bring an out-

side landscape architect on board, and 

their change of mind is due entirely to 

lobbying by Association representa-

tives. 

 The ASI Committee will continue 

to advocate not merely for an im-

proved and revitalized street, but a 

world-class streetscape that will be the 

best in Western New York. 

 Presently, our best estimate is that 

construction might begin in spring 

2015, and that the construction might 

be broken into two or three phases de-

pending on funding availability, so it 

could conceivably stretch over two 

construction seasons or more. 

Other topics that the ASI Commit-

tee will explore in 2014 will include 

ways of ensuring that the new street-

scape is well maintained, and develop-

ing a long-term strategy to use the Al-

len Street improvements to leverage 

other projects that would continue to 

build up the neighborhood. 

Engineering firm hired for Allen St. project 

The Allen Street Improvement 

Project will transform the 

main street of Allentown. 


