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   June 12 and 13 will see the 11th Allen West Festival and the 53rd Allentown 
Art Festival  from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.  The Art Festival, sponsored by the Allen-
town Village Society, will be held along Delaware Ave. and adjacent streets 
east of Elmwood Ave.  Allen West, sponsored by the Allentown Association 
will be held along Allen St. west of Elmwood.  
    The Allen West Festival this year is the largest yet,  says Gretchan Grobe, 
chairperson for the seventh year. She reports: 
    “ We have over 150 vendors featuring every kind of arts and crafts. We had 
to turn away 30 vendors. No room. We also have over 20 not-for-profits par-
ticipating. We are so lucky to have Christine Akers to head up the children’s 
and not-for-profits area. We have to thank Ali of Holley Farms on Allen St. 
For the use of its parking lot for this wonderful area. 
   “Melissa Dayton is in charge of volunteers again this year. What a great job 
she does. It’s not to late to join the fun and volunteer. Call the Allentown As-
sociation or email us and we will be happy to put you to work.” 
                              Please turn to Page 2 

 By Pete Carroll 

 

    A sharp difference of opinion surfaced at a city Pres-
ervation Board hearing April 29 on what style of new 
construction should be permitted in the Allentown His-
toric Preservation District.  
      The controversy involves plans for a $3-million, 
20,000-square-foot development of  a medical office 
building and three row houses on the on the site of the 
former Cloister restaurant at the northwest corner of 
Delaware Ave. and Virginia St.  
      Matthew Moscati, architect for the project, pre-
sented plans in modern design for the proposed new 
construction, a two-story building along Delaware 
Avenue to house chiropractic and medical offices, and 
three townhouses with garages on Virginia St. with a 
five-foot setback.   
    He cited examples of modern architecture juxta-

posed with historic structures, saying “they play off 
one another. They’re true to their time.”  
     The Preservation Board on May 11 disregarded 
Matt Moscati’s request to delay action until he could 
meet with  a board committee to discuss the project. 
The board instead called for an envirionmental study 
by the developer, a long and expensive process which  
could derail the project.  
    Federal guidelines incorporated into Buffalo’s 
preservation-district ordinance call for new construc-
tion to be “differentiated but compatible” with old 
buildings.   
     Buffalo has a widely admired example of contrast-
ing but complimentary architectural styles:  The Al-
right-Knox Art Gallery, built between 1900 and 1905, 
designed in the classical tradition of a Greek temple,  
  
              Please turn to Page 4 

   New build at Delaware & Virginia?   

 Art Show, Allen West are June 12, 13 
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Volunteers Needed for Hot Dog Stand  
 
     Volunteers are needed to work 3-hour shifts at 
the Allentown Association's fund-raising Hot Dog 
Stand on Delaware Ave. during the Allentown Art 
Festival June 12 and 13. The hot dog stand is a four-
decade long tradition that promotes the Allentown 
community to the thousands who attend the Art Fes-
tival while raising money to support the Associa-
tion. Workers are needed both Saturday and Sunday 
between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. To sign up for a volun-
teer shift, please call 885-2526 and leave your name 
and number or send an email to jonathanl-
white@aol.com. 

          Allen West continued from Page 1      

 
     Allen West was started in 1999 by the Allen-
town Association with the cooperation of the Allen-
town  Village Society to keep the area on the west-
ern periphery of the Art Festival safe and free of 
disorderliness and unregulated vendors. It has be-
come the biggest revenue source for the Allentown 
Association. 

By Barbara Hart     

 

    On June 4, the First Fridays Gallery Tour will kick off 
its Summer Celebration, and an effort to include members 
of the Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus, families, and 
local businesses in our activities.  Plans include: 
  —Performances by the 12/8 Path Band, a marching per-
cussion and brass band which will originate at 6  p.m.  at 
the Allentown Association office, 14 Allen St. 
   —Multiple sidewalk chalk-art venues, including galler-
ies and participating businesses 
   —Free helium balloons. 
   —Multiple gallery openings and music throughout the 
Allentown footprint from 6 to 9 p.m. 
     First Fridays on July 2 and Aug. 6 will continue the 
sidewalk chalk activities.  Local artists, musicians, and 
businesses are welcome to join this project.  Please visit 
www.firstfridaysallentown.com  for more information 
    The First Fridays Gallery Tour , with nearly 20 galler-
ies participating, has been a big success over the past year, 
including receiving Erie County Arts Council funding to 
expand its programming and marketing efforts.  
 
Barbara Hart is an Allentown Association director and 

owner of Studio Hart 

Gallery Tours are June 4, July 2, Aug. 6 
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   Lawsuits challenging the proposed sale of the former 
School 36 on Days Park to Elmwood Village Charter 
School pose what the  charter school hopes will be 
only a temporary delay.  
  The $540,000 sale was approved by the Buffalo 
Common Council March 16. Elmwood Charter School 
wants to acquire the building to provide additional 
space for the charrter school which opened at 124 
Elmwood Ave. in 2006 
   Elmwood Village Charter School hopes to sign a 
contract with the city to purchase the former School 36 
on Days Park for $540,000 to provide additional space 
for the charter school which opened at 124 Elmwood 
Ave. in 2005.   
    But Savarino Development has filed suits against 
Elmwood Charter and the city in an effort to block the 
sale.  Savarino Development submitted an $800,000 
bid and was interested in  redeveloping the School 36 
building for another charter school still in the start-up 
stage. It’s bid was rejected. Justice Patrick NeMoyer 
of State Supreme Court reserved decision in the suits.  
     Environmental testing has been completed at the 
school site, said Elizabeth Evans, president of Elm-
wood Charter’s board of directors. She expressed hope 
that the closing will occur by mid June.  
     Plans call for the building to house the school’s 
lower grades, with an increase in enrollment of about 

     The Rev. Dr. Geri Lyon is retiring after 10 years as 
pastor of First Presbyterian Church and will preach her 
final sermon at a farewell service June 27.   
     The congregation, founded in 1812, is Buffalo’s 
oldest religious community and Dr. Lyon was its first 
woman pastor. She is retiring from the active ministry.  
An interim pastor is to be named soon.  

     Dr. Lyon is retiring from First Church  

Lawsuits hold up sale of former School 36   
25 children in each of the next few years, as well the 
addition of seventh and eighth grades. The school 
now has an enrollment of 175 in kindergarten 
through sixth grade. 
      The school has sufficient funds, including an 
$88,000 state grant, to cover the $540,000 sale 
price, but money will have to be borrowed for reno-
vations, Liz Evans  said. Replacement of aging boil-
ers are the top priority for the renovation, she said.    
     The Allentown Association and the Days Park 
Block Club supported the sale of the building to 
Elmwood School. Many residents expressed their 
support in letters, phone calls and emails.  
    “We were all greatly appreciative for the support 
from the community, Days Park and Allentown. It 
was eye-opening in a wonderful way,” Liz Evans 
said.       
     The school’s charter is up next January and “we 
will be submitting an application for renewal before 
the end of June,” she added.  
      School 36, built in 1957 as a Buffalo public 
school, closed in June 2009. It is leased for the 2009
-2010 school year to Tapestry Charter School which 
is using it for its high school until a new building is 
completed on Great Arrow Ave. 

\    The church at Symphony Circle , the congrega-
tion’s third sanctuary, is currently reconstructing its 
163-foot tower, expected to be completed by this 
summer, Christina Trachtenberg, business manager, 
said. The church was designed by E. B. Green in Ro-
manesque Revival style with Byzantine interior and 
was completed in 1889. The tower was finished in 
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Continued from Page 1  

and the new wing  designed in 1962 in the International Style. Both were designed by Buffalo architects.  
    Three neighbors of the site expressed objections to the plans and two Preservation Board members voiced 
concerns at the April 29 session.  But two of the three objecting neighbors complimented the project, object-
ing only to some details. 
   “It’s a very modern building. I’m concerned about the compatibility,” said Paul McDonnell, board chair-
man.  
   Board member Timothy A. Tielman said, “It doesn’t look like it’s in a historic district. It doesn’t replicate 
the fine scale, the verticality, the individuality” of such nearby structures as the Midway houses, across Dela-
ware Ave. Other board members did not comment or ask questions at the hearing. 
    Matt Moscati cited federal guidelines for new construction in historic districts: “clearly differentiated 
[from old buildings] and compatible in terms of mass and material. The  plans’ use of earth tones, depth and 
massing conforms to the neighborhood,” he said.   
     The guidelines address additions to historic buildings and he has interpreted these recommendations to 
apply to new construction adjacent to older buildings in historic preservation districts. According to the 
guidelines: 
    “Design for new work may be contemporary […] it should always be clearly differentiated from the his-

Architect’s rendering of proposed development at Delaware Ave. and Virginia St. The three-story build-
ing facing Delaware, housing medical offices, would have a façade of frosted glass and ledgestone on the 
ground floor, and, on the upper two stories,  reddish brown resin paneling  with short horizontal windows, 
about 18 inches high. The Virginia side of the building would have a stone façade on the ground level and 
clear glass on the upper two stories. The three row houses on Virginia, to the left, would have ground-floor 
garages of ledgestone with mahogany overhead doors and reddish brown resin paneling on the upper two 
floors.  Atop the office building is a landscaped roof terrace. Trees are to be planted between the building and 
the Delaware Ave. sidewalk. Rendering by TRM Architect. 

              Allentown Assn. supports the project 
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toric building and be compatible in terms of mass, materials, relationship of solids to voids, and color [.]
Duplicating the exact form, material, style and detailing of the historic building in a new addition so that the 
new work appears to be part of the historic building [and] imitating a historic style or period of architecture 
in a new addition [is] not recommended.”   
    The developer is Scott S. Croce, a chiropractor who plans to move his office to the first floor of the pro-
posed medical building, with the second and third floors to be leased for other medical use. 
    The project, he said, would benefit from the proximity of the Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus as well as 
the state Rehabilitation Tax Credit Act enacted last year.  
     The Allentown Association Board of Directors voted May 11 to support the project, with one abstention 
and none opposed to the motion. Because Matt Moscati, project architect, is treasurer and a director of the 
Association, President Matthew Ryan named an advisory committee composed of persons not on the board, 
to consider the issue, but the committee had not made a recommendation when the board voted.  
     Samuel L. Clemens (Mark Twain) and his bride Elvira lived in a house on the site, 468 Delaware Ave., 
from 1870 to 1871. The house was destroyed by fire in 1963, and the carriage house, the only remaining por-
tion, would be restored as part of the proposed development. Since the fire, a one-story building which 
housed the Cloister restaurant, later the offices of a business weekly, and a parking lot have occupied most of 
the lot. It has been unused for several years. 
     The Italianate carriage house, built in 1865, now is visible only on its Holloway Alley side but would be y 
visible from Delaware Ave. under the proposal. Matt Moscati said he hoped the structure could be restored 
and any missing elements replaced, but the restoration of the carriage house will be a future phase of the pro-
ject and will be presented separately to the Preservation Board.     
     The project is to go before the Planning Board and the Zoning Board of Appeals, for a parking variance, 
in June.  
    Edward and Averie Montague, who live at 478 Delaware Ave., next to the site, spoke at the public hearing.  
    “No attempt has been made to be compatible with the neighborhood.” Averie Montagu said. The block  
between Virginia and Allen Sts. has “about 20 buildings built in the 1880s with four or five 1960s buildings. 
It’s really an outstanding block,” and contrasts with the next block north, between Allen and North Sts., 
where “an invasion of modernism” occurred in the ’60s, with commercial buildings now half empty, she con-
tinued.  
    “The issue is to blend in.” The proposal “ makes the neighborhood look schizophrenic,” she added. 
    Edward Montagu said,  “I welcome this development. It’s a great asset to the neighborhood and commu-
nity,” but parking for about 20 cars behind the medical building is inadequate, he added..  
    Ginger Schroeder of 497 Delaware said the intersection is “an important gateway, ” adding, “We’re work-
ing on National Register status for the whole Midway,” an important row of 11 town houses built in the late 
19th century. The vacant structure and lot is “an eyesore there now,” she said, but she expressed “concerns.”   
About the project.  
    Richard Stanton, lawyer for the developer, called the project “a fine piece of contemporary architecture.” 
adding, the project has the potential to bring professional medical offices and living space for those profes-
sions four blocks away from the Medical Campus in a $3-million, tax-producing development.”  
     Matt Moscati said, “Being contextual is important, not just physical context, but contextual to its time, the 
present. The method of construction, materials, spaces are those people appreciate in the 21st century.”  
    The scale of the development is broken up with the contrasting façades of the Delaware Ave. and Virginia 
St. sides of the office building, and the three houses, while steel columns, brownish red in color, reduce the 
mass on the Delaware side, he added.  

        Site includes Mark Twain’s carriage house 
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    Allentown real estate is in demand.  The architec-
ture, central location and overall quality of life we en-
joy in this vibrant city neighborhood are among the 
drivers.  It is no wonder that several real estate brokers 
have offices set up here.  As of this past January, we 
can add Nothnagle Realtors to that list.  Real estate 
veteran Mark Pagano was motivated to bring Nothna-
gle to Allentown as he saw the numbers that Allen-
town real estate was bringing.  ‘The number of trans-
actions and average dollar amounts were impres-

sive.  We 
wanted to 
bring a 
high 
quality 

firm to Buffalo and thought Allentown was a great 
place to build this business.’  Mark Pagano notes the 
resources and capabilities of Nothnagle as the reason 
he was interested in bringing this major Rochester-
based real-estate brokerage to Buffalo in a franchise 
arrangement combining the Northnagle office with his 
Metro/Polis agency at 499 Franklin St., under the 
Northnagle name.  Telephone,  (716) 961-7629; online 
at www.nothnagle.com 
      Other new businesses: 

 

Realty, photography, florist, other businesses move in 

      Anne Kaufman Photography, 115 Elmwood 
Ave., has been opened by Anne Kaufman, specializ-
ing in weddings, portraits and commercial photogra-
phy. Canadian-born, she studied photography at Fan-
shawe College in London, Ont. The studio is open 
Tuesday through Saturday. Phone (716) 961-8064. 
Info@annekaufman photoraphy.com. 
     Bloom floristry and special event planning opened 
April 1 at 846 Main St. in the Granite  Works near 
Virginia St. It offers retail flowers, a gift shop and 
wedding services.  It is a branch of Hale Northeastern 
Inc. which has operated a floral warehouse on East 
Ferry St. and offers retail flowers and wedding ser-
vices. Orlando Diaz is creative director. Open Mon-
day,  Tuesday, Friday and Saturday from 8 a.m. to 6 
p.m., Wednesday and Thursday from 8 a.m . to 7 p.m. 
Phone (716) 887-3864.         
     Everything Beauty, 156 Elmwood Ave., a spa and 
hair salon, is operated by Karen Falzone, licensed es-
thetician and sports wear designer, assisted by stylist 
Sara Grieco, offering “a truly pleasurable and relaxing 
experience,” and catering to private parties and 
events. Open Tuesday through Saturday from 9 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. Phone (716) 939-3355.  
    Prospero Restaurant & Fine Catering, Pennsysl-
vania St. and Normal Ave., specializing in Italian cui-
sine, operatged by Rick Yaeger and Peter Provenzo, 
Tuesday through Saturday from 4 to 10 p.m. (or 
later). Phone, (716)931-5450, email                        
yaeger8@hotmail.com 

Business news 
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                        The Allentown Neighbor 
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        An Allentown Almanac 
    Sarah Gilewicz and Jared Byer were married April 17 in Westminster Presbyterian Church. The reception 
was in the Connecticut Street Armory. Guests stayed at the Holiday Inn in Allentown and received welcoming 
packages including maps and descriptions of the couple’s favorite Allentown restaurants. The bride is a struc-
tural engineer with EFI Global Inc. and has served on the Allentown Association Board of Directors for three 
years. The groom  is a personal trainer who owns his own studio and company, Made2Move Fitness in Am-
herst. The couple resides on College St.     
     The Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site received the Preservation Buffalo Niagara Award for New Con-
struction for the Visitors Center at the national historic  site in Allentown. The award was presented at the 
preservation organization’s annual luncheon May 12 in the Hyatt Regency Hotel. The Visitors Center was 
built  in 2009 and is modeled on the original carriage house at the Wilcox Mansion.  
    The Allentown Association received a $2.800 grant from the Oishsei Foundation in April to help fund the  
the ‘Faces of Allentown’ project.  Adam Sokol who is coordinating the project to place multiple photos in va-
cant storefornt alonbg Allen St. was instrumental in obtaining the grant.   
     The Secrets of Allentown 2010 tour will be Saturday, Sept. 11. Chairperson Elizabeth Licata promises an 
exciting list of not-previously-shown historic homes and sites. Sign up as a volunteer or offer a tour site by 
contacting her at elicata@buffalospree.com or the Allentown Association at  (716) 881-1024 or allen-
town@bfn.org. Details will be on www.allentown.org and in the next issue of The Allentown Neighbor. 

  The Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site (Wilcox 
Mansion) will offer walking tours of Allentown on 16 
Mondays from June 7 to Sept. 27 (excluding Labor 
Day). Participants will learn about Buffalo’s history 
and see Allentown’s shops. eateries and galleries. The 
tours will begin at the site, 641 Delaware Ave., and 
run from 10 a.m. to noon.  

  Special weekend tours will take place from 1 to 3     
p.m., Aug. 8, Main and North Pearl, A Walk in Time; 
July 11 and Sept. 12,  A Look at the Richmond 
Neighborhood; July 31, From Karpeles to Karpeles,.  
    The cost for the tours is $10, $8 for members, reser-
vations not required. For information, call 884-0095 or 

              Roosevelt Site offers walking tours 



 
 

      

Buf-
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  Flowers and trees planted, watering needed 
By Elizabeth Licata 

 

     In late spring, Allentown’s thoughts turn to beauti-
fication. Once again, the Allentown Association is 
providing hanging baskets along Allen and Elmwood, 
filling concrete planters, and planting new trees. 
     Re-Tree WNY provides trees for public parks and 
streetside plantings. On May 1, Association volunteers 
led by Daniel Culross planted trees in the Kleinhans 
section of the community and in Arlington Park.  
      On May 16, volunteers cleaned and picked-up 
along the entire Allentown spine, as part of the annual 
Great American Clean-up. In addition, flowers are be-
ing planted in the concrete planters that are not cur-
rently cared for by local businesses. There are about 
11 that must be planted, weeded, and watered by vol-

 
     Spring dinner is a winner 
  By Caitlin Crowell 

   This year’s Allentown Association annual dinner, 
on April 13,  continued the group’s terrific tradition 
of good food among good neighbors.  The party, at 
Hamlin House, featured an array of prizes, from 
Gretchen Grobe’s hand-painted salt and pepper 
shakers to Allentown Athletix memberships to gift 
certificates for dinner at delicious Allentown restau-
rants.  Of particular interest this year was a raffle for 
box tickets to a Sabres playoff game.  Many of Buf-
falo’s politicians, including Mayor Byron Brown, 
Ellicott District Council member Curtis Haynes, and 
Niagara District Council member David Rivera, 
came out, and State Assemblyman Sam Hoyt sent a 
representative with his regards.                                                                 

      Adam Sokol, the brains behind the Association’s 
“Faces” project, which aims to fill empty storefronts 
with art, was the evening’s featured presenter, and 
spoke about urban possibilities—different ways that 
cities throughout the nation have managed down-
town spaces creatively.  As an architect teaching at 
the University at Buffalo, Adam Sokol is uniquely 

positioned to offer up options for making traveling on 
the street more compelling.        

     Several Allentowners were given beautification 
awards, including Trinity Street resident Laird 
Robertson III, for his rehabilitation of a dilapidated 
house.  The beautification prizes recognize folks who 
have made a significant contribution to the appearance 
of Allentown, and we can be thankful for the hard 
work and commitment that winners. Other winners 
were: Don Gilbert, Liz Kolken and  Quaker Bonnet 
Eatery, Kissling Interests, and Ben Roberts. 

    Association board member Sarah Gilewicz again 
lent her energy and enthusiasm to organizing the din-
ner, and many other folks donated their time to mak-
ing the event a success. The event was a financial as 
well as social success, netting $1,500 for the Associa-
tion’s efforts to protect, preserve and promote the 
Allentown community. Perennial supporter Mary 
Tomaselli was missed, and everyone sent their good 
wishes to the La Tee Da Café owner. 

  

unteers.  
     If you are interested in adopting a planter near 
you, please contact Elizabeth Licata 
(elicata@buffalospree.com). You’ve probably no-
ticed wilting or dead flowers once in a while in 
some of our planters—be assured, if residents like 
you do not step forward, this will continue to hap-
pen.  
     Allentown’s hanging baskets are planted, 
placed, and watered by a local vendor, Wes Car-
roll; for the last three years these have been a 
neighborhood success story, looking colorful and 
fresh long throughout the season. Your member-
ship and contributions make these and other beau-
tification efforts possible.  
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By David  Granville  

 
     In 1986, the Allentown Association applied for 
a state grant to create the “Field Guide to the Ar-
chitecture of Allentown.” 
     In 1987, three weeks before the grant funds 
would be suspended, Louise McMillan whipped 
together what became an indispensable source for 
the burgeoning historic preservation movement in 
Buffalo. 
    Now Louise McMillan Clary, she is a painter as 
well as a  performing artist in theater. Recently, she  
kindly recalled some memories of this project: 
     From her Park St.  home ,where she has lived 
with her husband Dennis Clary for 12 years, Louise 
told us, “I fell in love with this neighborhood as a 
child.  My grandmother walked us from Sixteenth  
St., up York to Summer, down Elmwood to Allen 
St. to shop at the butcher. Allen St. bustled with 
shoppers then,  and we’d walk by the house I live 
in now and I’d dream of living  in one of the beau-
tiful houses on Park St. with the fancy shutters.” 
   “I came to work for the Allentown Association 
after working in the private sector and then for the 
City of Buffalo Department of Community Devel-
opment.  In three weeks, I developed the field 
guide concept, hired an artist, and wrote the narra-
tive.  Oh, and we had to assemble the 5,000 copies, 
too.  They sold for $5 a copy.”  
     As of  now,  the Association does not have any 
original copies left.  Perhaps a second printing with 
updates is a future project.  
     “In 1986, Diane Bennett [then Allentown Asso-
ciation executive director] applied for the grant for 

‘a trip around Allentown.’  Back then, grants from the 
State for individual homeowners to renovate 100+ year 
old properties were what helped save this neighbor-
hood.  I like 
to think that 
the Field 
Guide, with 
artwork by 
Teresa Al-
fano, was 
another 
thing that 
helped con-
tribute to 
the sustain-
ability of 
Allentown.” 
   The Field 
Guide has 
remained a 
valuable 
reference 
resource, 
and hardly 
an issue of 
the Allentown Neighbor is published without its editor 
or contributors consulting the work.  
  On  behalf of our Allentown neighbors, a hearty thank 
 you to Louise with best wishes for many happy years to 
 come.  
 
David Granville is a Plymouth Ave. resident .    

Louise McMillan Clary shows a copy of 

the Field Guide. Photo by David Gran-

ville. 

Meet the author of Allentown’s Field Guide 

   A fire at 100 North Pearl St. at Allen St. on March 
21 resulted in the death of a woman resident. The 
fire was confined to a ground-floor apartment with 
smoke damage to other apartments in the three-story 

brick house, with damages estimated at $75,000. The 
identity of the victim could not be learned.  

           Fire in North Pearl St. house results in death 
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  Calendar of Events  
     Allendale Theater, 203 Allen St. Theater of Youth production of “Click, Clack, Moo: Cows That Type” 2 p.m. June 
5 and 6.  2010-2011 season begins in October.  For information and tickets, call 884-4400.   
     Allentown Association,  14 Allen St.,  Board of Directors meets June 8, July 13, Aug. 10,  14 Allen St.  For informa-
tion call 881-1024 or email allentown@bfn.org. 
     Art Dialogue Gallery, 1 Linwood Ave., Tuesday to Friday,  11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Trilogies 
XX, photography by Eileen Graeta, oils by George Miller, sculpture by Bill Wilson, June 4 to July 9. Recycling and Re-
use, saving the Environment, collages, juried by Randel Plowman., July 16 to Aug. 20.  For information call 885-2251.    
     Betty’s restaurant, 370 Virginia St. at College St. "Ghosts:,” new work by Amy Greenan, May 17 - July 11. 
     Buffalo  Big Print gallery, 78 Allen St. Paintings by Paula Sciuk and photography by Steve Houseknecth, June 4 to 
28. Recent sculpture by Wes Olmsted  and Kossovo Series drawings by  Ben Perrone, July 2 to Aug. 2. Recent paintings 
by John Berg, Aug. 6 to Sept. 28.  For information call 884-1777.  
   Buffalo Infringement Festival, July 22 to Aug. 1, many artists, genres and venues including many in Allentown. See 
www.buffaloinfringe.org. 
    College St. block party, 8th annual event will be July 25 from 2 to 8 p.m.  
    College Street Gallery,  244 Allen St., Wednesday to Friday, 5 to 9 p.m. Saturday 2 to 8 p.m., Sunday by appoint-
ment.  Photography and paintings by 20 artists in coop.  For information call 856-2839.  
      El Museo, 91 Allen St.  Tuesday through Saturday, noon to 5 p.m., and by appointment. “A Yemeni Community,” 
photographs of the 1970s by Milton Rogovin, funded by the New York Council on the Humanities, through June 18.  
For information call 884-9693.  
    First Presbyterian Church, Symphony Circle, St. Louis Catholic Church, Main and Edward Sts., and St. Paul’s 

Episcopal Cathedral, Church and Franklin Sts., free guided tours of the three churches June 12, July 10, Aug. 14.   be-
ginning at St. Paul’s at 10 a.m., transportation not provided.   
      Gallery tour, About 18 Allentown galleries will have  extended evening hours, some with new exhibits and recep-
tions, June 4, July 2, Aug. 6. .  
     Homeownership Center of  Buffalo,  560 Delaware Ave., suite 101. Homeownership class, June 5, July 10, Aug. 7, 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.,  fee charged. Free orientation for prospective home buyers, June 8, 23, July 14, 27, Aug, 11, 24,  5:30 to 
6:30 p.m.  For more information, www.homefrontbflo.org or call 856-2952. 
     Indigo gallery, 74 Allen St., Tuesday to Friday, noon to 5, Saturday, noon to 3. “Fragment,” recent work by Dorothy 
Fitzgerald and Joyce Hill, June 10 to July 11. Work by Tanya Zabinski, July 16 to Aug. 7. For information call 984-
9572.  
     Karpeles Manuscript Library Museum, 220 North St.  Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays,  11 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Centen-
ary of the Boy Scouts, the Great Depression, through Aug. 31.  For information call 886-3656. 
     Kleinhans Music Hall , Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra, classical series:  Tchaikovsky Violin Concerto, Bob Koop 
Memorial Concert, June 2 and 3, 8 p.m. Pops Series, A Motown Salute with the Contours, June 8 an d 9, 8 p.m. Fortick-
ets and information, call  885-5000. 
     Nina Freudenheim Gallery, Hotel Lenox, 140 North St. “Sylviculture,” landscapes by seven artists, through June 
30. Tuesday through Friday, 10 to 5; Saturday, by appointment.  For information call 882-5777.  
     Quaker Bonnet Eatery, 175 Allen St.. Plein Air paintings by Eileen McNamara and Paulette Jurac, June; Evelyn 
Zangerle memorial retrospective, July; prints and paintings for the spirit by Edollia, August.  
      Rust Belt Books, 202 Allen St. June, artwork by Frank Singleton, reception June 6, 2 to 5 p.m. July, artwork by  ark 
Freeland, reception July 4, 2 to 5 p.m. July 21, poetry readingaby Sam Floyd, 6 to 8 p.m. For information call  885-9535.   
      Sugar City, 19 Wadsworth St., exhibition and performance space, see www.buffalosugarcity.org. July 22 to Aug. 1, 
Buffalo Infringement Festival.  
      Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site (Wilcox Mansion), 641 Delaware Ave. Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Saturday, Sunday, nopon to 5 p.m. Walking tours of Allentown on 16 Mondays from June 7 to Sept. 27 (excluding La-
bor Day)., 10  a.m. to noon.  Other tours from 1 to 3 p.m., Aug. 8, Main and North Pearl, July 11 and Sept. 12,  A Look 
at the Richmond Neighborhood; July 31, From Karpeles to Karpeles, cost, $10, $8 for members, reservations not re-
quired. Tour of  Delaware neighborhood homes  Aug. 21, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., tickets required; for information call 884-
0095 or see www.trsite.org.  
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 By  Christopher Brown 

 

   The Buffalo Common Council named Greenleaf & 
Co. the designated developer for the city-owned 
Bosche Building at 918 Main St.  on April 27. 
   The historic four-story  property will be redevel-
oped along with a Greenleaf-owned building at  
916 Main Street. First floor commercial space and 

nineteen mar-
ket-rate apart-
ments are 
planned.      

   Greenleaf purchased the three-story building at  
916 Main in November 2008. The company's $9- 
million reuse plan for the buildings is being devel-
oped by architecture and planning firm Carmina  
Wood Morris. A mix of conventional financing and 
state and federal tax credits will be used. The four-
story, Richardsonian Romanesque masonry building 
at 918 Main St. was built as a carriage repository 
and showroom for the Bosche Brothers in the early 
1890s and designed by Cyrus K. Porter, a well-
known Buffalo architect. 
    Reuse of the Bosche Building has been a priority 
for the Allentown Association for years. The Asso-
ciation commissioned an engineering study that was 
presented to the city that showed the feasibility of 
saving the building which was on the verge of demo-
lition after suffering a partial collapse as a result of a 
fire several years ago under a former  ownership.  
   While there has been interest in redeveloping the 

buildings for years, the process was accelerated last 
fall when the city received grant funding through the 
Restore New York program to stabilize and restore the 
building's façade. The city is currently crafting a land-
disposition agreement with Greenleaf that will allow 
the city to spend $1.2 million of the Restore New York 
funds to stabilize the building according to the long-
term use plans of Greenleaf and architects Carmina 
Wood Morris in conjunction with Lauer Manguso en-
gineers. It is expected that stabilization and remedia-
tion will be completed no later than next autumn. 
    The remediation work will include structural stabili-
zation, a new roof and re-creation of the multi-floor 
structure that had collapsed. Once the specifications 
for the remediation work are complete, the job will be 
put out to public bid and managed by the city.  
   The city executive director of strategic planning, 
Brendan R. Mehaffy, has been an energetic advocate 
to save the building.  He has been “committed to make 
this project work. With his zeal to save the building, 
we feel confident that our reuse plan will happen and 
the historic Bosch Building will once again be ansset 
to the community,” said Steve Carmine, Carmine 
Woods principal. Greenleaf is working with other 
Main St. property owner to increase parking on this 
block of Main St. and reach the full promise of what 
Allentown can become, said Jim Swiezy, Greenleaf 
president and general manager. 
    Christopher Brown, a former Allentown Association 

president, is a preservation activist.  

      The city Preservation Board has given permission 
to demolish  a long vacant carriage house at 32 Park 
St., requested by the owners, David Granville and 
Christopher Brown. A wood fence, no higher than six 
feet is to be built within five feet of the DeRutte Al-
ley curb,  with a gate  no wider than four feet, to pre-
vent use of the yard for parking. The board first heard 
the  request in January, but lack of notification to 
neighbors required the case to be heard again in 

Preservation news 

Greenleaf plans reuse of historic Main St. property 

March.  
     The board also granted permission for: 
   — Replacement of  concrete in front of the Riche-
lieu apartments at 67 Park St. with landscaping. 
   — Replacement of a front porch and second-floor 
balcony at 50 Orton Place.  
   — Installation of a 38-inch high wrought-iron fence 
to enclose outdoor seating at Betty’s restaurant, 364 
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