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What will the new Allen Street Iook Ilke?

Planners expect to know by October,
and break ground in just 15 months

By RICHARD R. HAYNES

Groundbreaking could begin on the Allen Street Ex
tension and Improvement Project in as little as 15
months.

The project will transform the look of Allentown's
main thoroughfare and provide a better link to the Buf
falo Niagara Medical Campus with a bicyeed
pedestrian path from Main Street to Oak Street.

At this stage, Allen Street's new look is undecided. ¥
Will it be oneway with bicycle lanes? Will bus stops be,
eliminated, adding several more parking spots? Will it
curbless as in some European cities, allowing flexibilit
in vehicle and pedestrian access? Planners are stillgathh € Associ ationdos 2010 O6Alle
ering public input, doing technical surveys, and consid&y architect and board member Adam Sokol showed the
ing options. curbless 6éshared spacebdb conc

But the timetable is ambitious: Meetings, surveysafdi t i es. Even i f itos too rad
Continued on Page 6 of it could be incorporated

People tell what they like about the street, what needs improvement

Here's what neighborhood residentsn d ans W8pRedap Ibeg .a s Askdd abew thaffic flow, only 5%
and stakeholders like best about Alled 1 7 f ar more respohidektisttdaas piwealkl
Street: Its vibrant commerce, street ners had expected. The surveywastwas fAgoododo or dAfair,
festivals, nightlife, its sense of historystay up until Feb. 25, and Tanya t hought #Anot well . 0
its architecture, creative culture and aioozo Zwahlen of Highland Planning A traffic study by planners of the
galleries. said she was hoping for 300 respon- Allen Street Extension and Improve-

Here's what they see as its biggestents by then. ment Project shows that a moderate
problems: Insufficient pedestrianand flt i s very cl e d500vehices adayhtraverserthei g h b ¢
bicycle accommodations, insufficenth ood i s bel oved, ostreetaniodng gheavetage ath0 to 21
street parking, and aging infrastruc- Thompson of Bergmann Associates, m.p.h., but at just 9 to 12 m.p.h. after
ture. the engineering and architectural de- taking stop lights into consideration.

That information comes out of a  sign firm leading the Allen Street Ex- That probably indicates that Allen it-
survey from its first month of posting tension and Improvement Project.  self is a destination for many drivers,
onwww.allenstreetextension.com Continued on Page 6

For quick updates on what 6s happeningThe
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Neighborhood news notes

New events pondered for First Fridays A Fi | | mo (A the other streets®f.the

The Greater Allentown Gallery Association is lookingn€ighborhood.) _ _
to add a few new elements to its popular Allentown First _1rash piles can be as big as 12 feet long, 3 feet wide and
Fridays programming. That could mean featuring outdoGt feet high. There'll be a second round of trash collections
sculptures made of bicycle parts for a GObike Buffalo cyf! the autumn. And you can always put out up to two bulk
cling event; holding a firsever art parade, perhaps durinqras_h items every garbage day, and arrange for special col-
Infringement Festival; having a Teddy Roosevelt re ections by calling 855570. _ _
enactor engaging people on the street during an event at tH¥S0, you can drop off up to four tires (clean, off rims)
Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural National Historic Site, an@t the Broadway Garage, 197 Broadway, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
collaborating with Mark Goldman on a mural project. Def\Pril 27, June 1, Aug. 3 and Sept. 14. _
tails will be posted on www firstfridaysallentown.com. This yearods househ-offddyishaza
GAGA, which operates with sponsorship of the Allentow#n€ 22, 9 am. to 1 p.m. at Honeywell, 20 Peabody St. in
Association, received a $2,920 grant this year from the South Buffalo. OHbased paints, solvents, pesticides and
New York State Council on Arts, which is less that it hacd®l€ctronics such as TVs, computers and printers will be
hoped for, but still has $3,000 in reserve funds. accepted.

Expect some new vendors at Allen West ~ Ciminelli takes long view in acquisitions

The Associationds Al |l en wdnneliReal Esafe Lorn. hag ap gagseemet fopyr- 5
14-15, but committee chair Gretchan Grobe and ExecutigBase the EPIC building at 1000 Main St. for $2.1 million
Director Andrew Earnhardt are already deep into work ofind is discussing possible purchase of the adjacent Salva-

it. Theydre working on Citipr¥Ar O'PPRIYt s and |l ining up sp
In January they sent applications to previous food, art and 1 he two norprofits are in the northwest corner of
craft vendors, and received several back. Some greatnéw | ent own, across Main Strece

vendors have applied, too. Allen West is staged on Alledion Conventus building project on the Buffalo Niagara

and Wadsworth streets from Elmwood to Hudson the saigdical Campus. EPIC, a chilelfare agency, is to re-
weekend as the Allentown Art Festival. main on site on a lease for at least seven years.

The Salvation Army put its fotluilding complex on
the market last June, seeking proposals that would include

Spring trash collections set : )
The spring bulk trash collection schedule is out. AIIena—l replacement property at a new location. The Salvation

N Arm board was fAl ookin at t
town is divided among three Council districts and each d a>r/1d questioning if it was the right time to mogetize
a different collection date. The dates listed here are Suq— hat asset given the rising
da)'/;; thEe Ip'(I:kL.‘pS Wl"Sbti sctwm:;;me :hatl\évte?gh s Hud Vice President Dennis Penman told The Buffalo News.
| ¢ o(Stteets afefDrian, ISt NS, QUG- e developer has no specific plans for either building,
son, Plymouth, the eastern half of Symphony Circle anCIbut Penman sees both as being linked to the BNMC and

parts of North, Wadsworth and Pennsylvania.) : : : :
A Niagar a(Streeisgre part of Pahnsylvania Conventus, with the potential for housing and retail space.

and the western half of Symphony Circle.) Association partnering with PBN

Preservation Buffalo Niagara and the Allentown Asso-

ciation are cooperating on several important initiatives:

CEEETERD . .
A Cosponsoring seminars on
credits (details to be announced).
A Jointly promoting and sh.
such as |l ast year6és All entov
e3communications A Jointly lobbying for a I
Buffalo Albany spectors and Housing Court to property tax bills so that
Public Relations & Public Affairs they cannot ulimately be evaded. _
551 Franklin Street A And working to improve s
716.854.8182 e3communications.com Buffalo Preservation Board.

facebook.com/e3communications
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Home values up in Allentown
But not many homes come onto the market

By RICHARD R. HAYNES

Home values continue to rise in Allentown, accordingrent owner :
to data from the Buffalo Niagara Association of Realtorsestimates the g% ¥
as more and more people see the allure of city living.
be i

AEveryone wants
All entown, 0 said
Real Estate.

The median sales price of a sinfgenily home or
condo in Allentown rose $43,800 last year to $191,800, Obviously,

t o

Susan

The cur-

house has ha
rabotith e  ESEE—.
L e$150,000 put B&
into over the
past 10 years

compared with a countywide median $135,000, the BNARat invest-
says. For 23-4 unit homes, the Allentown median price  ment has paid off, not only for the homeowners who im-
proved the property, but for the neighborhood as well.

was $247,500, compared to $73,000 countywide.
Sales numbers are very low, however. Realtors sold

170 Mariner St., a double, sold for
$388,000 last year.

Similarly, consider 74 Mariner St., a single that sold for

er

only 18 singles and 8 doubles or multiples in the neighb@20,000 in distressed condition in 2004 and then underwent
hood last year, making it easy for one or two sales at thextensive renovation. It sold last May for $230,000, and

top or bottom to skew statistics.
AThere's not
Lenahan said.

Anya Wright of Nothnagle Real
tors agreed. Allentown homes last
year sold on average after only 66
days on the market, compared to
typical 80t0-90 days or more else-
where. APart of

Year
2013
2012
2011

Price
$191,800
$148,000
$129,000

Median Prices Singles/Condos

Sales
18
17
21

sell quick is due to the consistent
low inventory of homes for sale in QR [EI NI aECEr M UT ol fl o [o]p¢[S1

the neighborhoo
One reason so few Allentown
homes come onto the market mayj
that residents love the neighborho]
and don't want to move.
Another is that elderly homeow

ers with limited resources sometintes

Year
2013
2012
2011

Price
$247,500
$140,250
$129,000

Sales
8
18
12

feel stuck, not realizing they could sell even if their housBor more information, contact the Department of Assess-

needs repairs.
Al see this all

and $5, 000 in i

house on the market and selling it to someone who has

money to fix it, she said.

Rising home prices mean people can invest in home

t he

then went on the market again this
January at an asking price of
$269,900 and sold immediately.

Another factor making renova-
tions pay off is the 20% state income
tax credits payable for approved
work on homes in historic preserva-
tion districts such as Allentown. Go
to www.nysparks.com/shpo for de-
tails.

Even though such work will in-
crease the value
cause an immediate jump in tax as-
sessment. Under t
property partial tax exemption pro-

gram, any increase in assessment re-

sulting from rehabilitation work is
phased in gradually over 10 years.

ment and Taxation at 8588733.

of

he

t i me ,Lénahlareerpadisahe upwvard pece trefdlidicenyinugl o n '
want to spend $10,000 on a new roof. Then there's a legartly due to growth of the Buffalo Niagara Medical Cam-
nterior

d apusa Byghe entiVif 2016 itavill liavet5 J0GD ynoré etnplayeey |
If they can't afford repairs, they're better off putting the plus students at the new UB Medical School.

Many of them will want to live nearby. For Allentown,

that should mean more residential and business growth.

NOTE: Data in this story and accompanying chart re-

improvements and feel confident they'll get the money flect only sales by Realtors through the Multiple Listing
System.

Take 170 Mariner St. for example. It had been a roomather property transfers are not included. Also, BNAR's
ing house that got turned into a single and then into a dutentown category is not exactly-terminus with the his-
ble. It sold in 2002 for $160,000; in 2005 for $297,000, aoéc district.

back when they sell.

last year for $388,000.

AfFor

sale by

owner o
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Assocl ati onodos tradi ti ona

The Al l ent own A sayoRleasa ledvoammissaga at 881 more informal atmosphere that encour-
nual Spring Dinner is an opportunity 1024 with your name, contact informaages attendees to mingle with more
for members get aionandmuridr ef tickets negded t gussts rather than just those seated at
happening in the neighborhood and to Last year, to celebrate the Associaheir table. It also makes it easier for
meet fellow Allentownersinacasualt i on6s 50t h anni weoplstaarrive a littlehlate odléaven e r
friendly venue. held in Cocods b yearlywithbaettdisrapting @&rtng. Ma i n

It will be held Tuesday, April 29, inSt. Many members commented that ~ The Association is happy to be
Hamlin House Restaurant in Troop | they enjoyed the format there, where back at Hamlin House, its traditional
Post American Legion, 432 Franklin guests could go to the buffet and dineevent venue, but plans to move the
St. Cash bar opens at 6 p.m.; dinner at their leisure rather than be called tainner in alternate years to different
service begins at 7. the buffet table by table. locations in order to add variety and

Tickets are $25 and are payable at The same format is planned at  excitement to the experience.
the door, but reservations are neces-Hamlin House this year to provide a

Association adopts $89,600 budget for 2014

Allentown Association directors inneighborhood tours; $1,000 for Alen Oper ati ng revenues
January approved a 2014 budget tot8ltreet Extension and Improvement o f t he /Ass snoacgieart ifounn d
ing $89,600. activities, and $6,000 for advertisingr ai s er 1 the Allen

Th'atup f r$ @ 0ab oto give the Association and the expected to be about the same as last
spent by t he&o0ASs adghbarhododarhighempublic profile.year, netting about $20,000.

The increase r ef IOetherevenheisigehadthougb thee rAtthe end of 2013, the Associa-
ing i n a f$000kmey Associat@rsreceivgs no governmenttion had about $43,000 in cash ac-
for beautification; $1,000 more for operating funds, the 2014 budget doesunts and about $70,000 in invest-

First Fridays promotions and activi- anticipate $8,000 in foundation and ment accounts. There is also $117,000
ties; $6,000 more in administration public-sector grants, double the 2013n endowment funds restricted by the
costs, mostly due to increasing the amount. by-laws for emergencies, for invest-
parttime executive director's work Nearly $7,000 more in member- ments in revenuproducing endeav-
week to 20 hours from 15 hours; $456hip dues is anticipated. ors or for preserving neighborhood
more for housing and historic preser- Other new revenues include morehistoric structures.

vati ona 320 @m@otrse ttlan $7,500 in expected corporate The Association also administers a
rammp member s hi p spansoshps fipmegents such as the fund from a settlement with National

I't al so i ncl ud eHMdarvésuRedivalramgd Ao West FesEuel to pay for grants to homeowners
i niti &10,000 te stage agfamilytival; $1,400 more in newsletter and in the city's local preservation districts
friendly Harvest Festival in October; website advertising; $3,000 from  to camouflage outdoor gas meters.
$500 to $1,000 for business relationsieighborhood tours, and $10,000  About $19,500 remains in that ac-
affairs; $1,000 to begin offering from Harvest Festdutal fees

The Decker Agency, Inc.

@I Your Nei ghborhood
Insurance Agency - MAX STEPHAN, Owner
37 Elmwood Ave., Buffalo ; Residential & Commercial

883-1455 e WhEALIORYSE L~ Landscape Design & Instaliation

PROPERTY CENTRE
JO ANN DECKER || 7SS V. 769989459
CpPCU, CIC, AAIL, CPIW, DAE 499 Franklin St, Buffalo, NY 14202 wwwallentownlandscape.com

All F orms Of Insurance nothnagle.com/Buffalo &~ allentownlandscape@gmailcom
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U pSCaIe restau rant Set The Black Swan Lounge is scheduled to open in June

as an fAupscale restaurant a
for former Cozu mel Slte Ave., the former Cozumel site, according to Brian Lester
and his wife Monique, owners of the new business who
have a longerm lease for the property.
Exterior changes include repointing the brick facade,
\ repair and replacement of wood trim and windows, a new
concrete patio, a new steel and aluminum fence and glass
vestibule.
The Buffalo Preservation Board approved the plan at
its Feb. 14 meeting.
The effort wildl be Ato bee
ture, Brian Lester said. He is a-owner of Vera Pizzeria,
220 Lexington Ave.
The new business will not have dancing or a live band

but may offer soft recorded or piano music, Monique
An architectural design of the new Black Swan Lounge. Lester said.

Associationds goal s: Get stronge

The Allentown Association's ambitious list of goals and Other priorities build on or aim to complete initia-
priorities for the year are aimed at strengthening the orgtiwes started last year, including:
zation and rampingp activities on behalf of the neighbor- AUpdating and enhancing the Association's website.

hood. A Increasing membership by
New initiatives include: A Strengthening p-spensaimgyv at i
A Establishing semiannu aémeseemiadrsifongrapertywownens obtaxeredits and rasb s
discuss common concerns relating to crime, property madmation rules; by having representatives appear in housing
tenance and city services. court, at Planning Board and Preservation Board meetings
A Hol ding business mi xe mwhennecessary, ang byccdntinning o identify geoblenp  t h
informed and to hear their ideas and concerns. properties and work with owners to fix them or call in

A 1 mproving relationshi pusildirg mspecors wherunedessaayt i ons wi t h
peer organizations such as the EImwood Village Associa- All this is in addition to what the Association hormally
tion, Linwood Preservation Association, West Village Asdoes: Meeting with police on crime problems; sponsoring
sociation and Hispanics United, and working with Presethe very successful Allentown First Fridays; planting flow-
vation Buffalo Niagara to try to establish of Councilof ermayi ng for hanging baskets

Historic Neighborhoods. Mopvor king with elected offi
A Bulking up the Associ ateiealrsd s W o reékengoreogr itcedmitigi AtltH esensa |SHt
that each has at least four members, drawingonthe Asspe nt Pr oj ect T and promot.i

ciation's general membership for greater involvement. and tourism entities.
Crafting a fiveyear strategic plan.

~ Susan Lenahan, 035 Merxill Lynch
Peterson CRS, CBR ﬁﬁ% _ on Matthew E. Ryan
Associate Broker || W27 COMAND 50 Senior Financial Advisor
Real Estate 200/ 2012 Agentofthe Year Global Wealth Management

Websites, content management

431 Delaware Ave., Buffalo . . Kev Tower

: : d custom business solutions. €Y ]
susielenahan@gmail.com an 50 Fountain Plaza, Suite 1100,
www.susanlenahan.com 110 Elmwood Ave - 1-800-598-0869 Buffalo, New York

Your Clty Expert! www.comandsolutions.com 716-849-2018

Cell: 864-6757 atthew

_rIya

S G S B

@ml.com

et
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Association has members on technical advisory committee

Continued from Page 1 A public meeting Feb. 12 drew 80 residents and other
planning from now until September; a public hearing on stakeholders to learn about the project, ask questions, and
final designs in October; construction bids goingoutin of f er .Amiomihemns wi | | be .hel d i
April 2015; groundbreaking in June 2015. I n addheéi AInl ent own Associ at
John Bidell, the city engineer assigned to the projectp | e T Vice President Brian
said that before the June groundbreaking, he expects water,k o | and Matt M &4enamber techy C
sewer, gas and electric utilities to dig to improve the stragtal advisory committee along with city, state and BNMC
aging underground infrastructure. representatives. Those three plus Erika Abbondanzieri of
The planning team, headed by engineer Kelly M. Watts Architects & Engineering; Tom Fox of Ellicott De-
Thompson of Bergmann Associates, already has done arelopment; Mark Goldman of Allen Street Hardware;
traffic study, an aerial photo survey and base mapping. Creighton Randall of Buffalo CarShare; and residents Kim
Next comes ground surveys, environmental testing, pedese s gel | er and Don Kinsman co
trian and bicycle traffic studies, and an analysisofhow o wn Al | en Street design t ask
changes on Allen could affect nearby streetsuchasVir- Thés®4bmi | | i on al |l oc a8 % f or
ginia and North. federal funds, 20% from the city. The BNMC portion is
There's already been a considerable amount of outreaxpected to cost $1 million of that, partly for some land
to the public, with more to come. acquisition. That leaves $3.5 million for Allen Street,
A team from Highland Planning under Tanya Moozo which is probably only enough to rebuild from Main Street
Zwahlen interviewed 34 Allen Street merchants about ctw-Delaware Avenue.
rent conditions and design preferences. AEverything wild/l be desi gni
The websitavww.allenstreetextension.comvent said. AWhat gets built depen
online to keep people informed about the project. Through The Allentown Assaociation expects to work with
February, the site contained an online survey to solicit pellected officials and BNMC representatives to find the
lic input. funds to complete the project.

Publ i cbds t ¢
bike racks, crosswalks

Continued from Page 1
rather than an eastest artery to
someplace else.

Asked about what amenities they
wanted for Allen, 84% said bicycle
and pedestrian enhancements such a
bike racks and better crossings; 68%
said more trees, 60% landscaping,
60% better street lighting, 60% bike
lanes, 57% benches and banners, an
50% better stormvater management.

As for cultural, historical and art '
el ement s, t he As sfacjlitater wriges down issyes thaf spaHorgup psrticipants think need
symbol, LGBT designs and historic attention on Allen Street at a public meeting Feb. 12.
architecture designations were often
mentioned.

)

on presentation pads for group discus- Oneway streets confusing; archi-
At a community meeting about thef‘:’ion' Among th'e words writte_n that tecturg is historic bu_t streetscape is
Allen Street Project held Feb. 12 in th@ust_rate _per_celved shortcomlngs:_ generic; get No. 7 city buses off Allen;
Olmsted Center for Sight, 1170 Main Blcycllng is dangerous; Iow_pollce sidewalk cafes take a lot of room; cars
St. the 80 attendees were invited aftdl €S€NCe; mc!lfferent snow mainte- fly through the stop signs at Allen

a g’eneral presentation to break into nance; trash is dangerous for dogs; Wadsworth intersection.

small groups to talk about specifics. Iacfktof Iltghtllrgg; poor Iapﬂds_ca;;ﬂglyl; : t/;\_ll Lha;[)sh;)uld give planners a lot
Facilitators wrote people's points dowrfH €ty atrisk crossing Main at Alien. 1o think-about.
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Coles, Blue Monk owner buying Quaker Bonnet site

The owner of two EI mwo o dfedentespansored by the Association ang otlemndn

bar s T Coles and t he BI puoétoryaoirakons. q i s buying Quake

Eatery at 175 Allen St. and turning it into a spot with a top Although Kolken is leaving the restaurant business,

tier beer list and innovative burgers.
Mike Shatzel told The Buffalo News that havingaplaceango St . AwWedl | stildl d

on Allen is fia dream comewhoaolues al e, catering and

she

will retain her Quaker Bonnet catering operation to 69 Che-

0]
we

Besides the Eatery building, he is acquiring a carriage Kolken said she has known Shatzel his whole life and

house in the back, a storage garage, the former Quakertrusts him to be a good steward of the Allentown properties

meeting house at 173 Allen, and the Massage Studio hehseéhas owned since 2002.

at 181 Allen. She said selling the restaurant will free her up for other
All are owned by Liz Kolken, the caterer and restauranterests, such as spending more time with her grandchil-

teur who is an Allentown resident and generous supportdren.

Preliminary planning under way for Fall Harvest Festival

I €

b

C

-
C

f

Are you ready to enjoy yet another festivalon Alen A A f ar mers mar ket from 9
Street? The All entown Assoki@hiilohr ehrodpse se seont s efcraaurs el
planning a familyfriendly Fall Harvest Festival on Satur-noon, perhaps including an inflatable gym, bobbing for
day, Oct. 11, that will be big and different from any evertpples and pumpkin carving.
the Association has ever attempted. A Musi c, dance, movement a

Until about 15 years ago, the Association heldanan- A A bicycl e ride around th
nual Oktoberfest centered at the west end of Allen Stredtllen Street.
but that was mostly a foe@ndbeer event with a nod to A Artists selling locally
German culture. This is different. A Ex hi b iprofi cullunal amd @nvironmental

A committee headed by Jim Nash with Leon Rung andganizations.

Henry Raess envisions a 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. festival that  Nothing is set in stone. The festival is still seven
would close Allen Street from Delaware to Main, with  months away and work on organizing it is just beginning.
family activities until 5 p.m., and ow&1 fun after that. First Niagara Bank and Key Bank already have signed
Among activities contemplated: up as sponsors, and the Association is looking for more.

The Allentown Association: Ser vi ng Buffal odés Great Historic
Incorporated in 1963 as a 501(c)3 charitablefapprofit  neighborhood; to encourage historic preservation and
community organization. Our Mission Statemélfie only property maintenance; to promote appropriate business
purpose of The Allentown Association is to serve its comdevelopment; to fight crime, and to protect and enhance
munity. It does that through efforts to beautify the Al l entownds unique urban aml
OFFICERS: DIRECTORS: Ex-officio (non voting):

President: Jonathan White Chris Brown, Pete Carroll, Jim Nash, Melissa Osmon, Melissa Dayton, Richard
Vice presidents: Ed Castine, Bob Fink, Andrew Pace, Henry Raess, Haynes, Holly Holdaway,
Brian Gould, Steve Earnhart, Gretchan Grobe, Adam Sokol, Max Stephen,  Elizabeth Licata

Leon Rung Stanton Hudson, Jillian Stiefel

Treasurer: Barbara Hart Kelly Martin, Executive Director:
Secretary: Laine Walnicki Ekua MendsAidoo, Andrew Eisenhardt

The Allentown Neighbor

The newsletter is published quarterly; mailed to members and others, and distributed for free at retail venues in Allen

Editor: Richard R. Haynes, email: rhaynes15@aol.com
Advertising: rhaynes15@aol.com or alintown@localnet.com

own.
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Calendar of Springtime Events

Allendale Theater, 203 Allen StTheatre of Youth presents p.m.; Star Spangled Pops, May 23, 10:30 a.m., May 24, 8 p.m.
ARobin Hoodo by Greg Banks,6 Otha concarglnightsgPriecesses ang FairyMaler Royalty,2 1  a
p. m. , March 22, 23, 29, 30, kAdsi, | Marahd 16, 2. B0mp; miPi Ak &
t h Musical 06 by EIlizabet h ap.uh,;Gétupand Dance, kiksaMay 4, 2:30 p.;.i; Lou Gramm,Jthe h
Gregor, for all ages, May 9 at 7 p.m., May 10, 11, 17, 18, 30 a/dice of Foreigner, April 25, 8 p.m.; Polar Bear Obsession, sto-
June 1 at 2 p.m. For information and tickets, call-88@0, see ries and photographs by Paul Nicklen, March 4, 7:30 p.m. For
www.theatreofyouth.org. tickets, call 8885000 or see BPO.orguffalo Chamber Music

Allentown Association 14 Allen St. Spring Dinner, 6:30 ~ Society,Artemis Quartet, March 18, Kalichstelraredo
p.m. April 29, Hamlin House. Board of Directors meetings, Robinson Trio, April 29, 8 p.m. For tickets, call 46939 or see
March 11, April 8, May 13, 7 p.m. For information call 88024 Www.bflochambermusic.org.

or see www.allentown.org. Nina Freudenheim Gallery, Hotel Lenox, 140 North St.
Art Dialogue Gallery, 5 Linwood Ave., Tuesday to Friday, Tuesday thFOngh Friday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturdays by appoint-
11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Portraits by Anme nt . fAiAmerican Scenes from th

drew Sanders in several med thepughAphly.&or gfarmaliencall 8827779 . nBuf f al o
Gol den Years, 0 engravings an dPaysa/AttHouael® Wadswarth Bti, Art, rdusid, enterMia-y 3

information call 8852251 or see artdialoguegallery.com. ment café. Call 69B069. See Pausearthouse.com.
Bettyo6s ,3e0s/irgmia $t.aanCollege St. Pastel Rust Belt Books 202 Allen St. Frank Canino presents a
landscapes by Cheryl Wnuk, through March 23. stage reading of Benito Cerenol, March 2 and 3, 7 p.m. Poetry

Buffalo Big Print gallery, 78 Allen St. Monday through Fri- readings, March 23, 2 p.m. Tangential readings., March 27, 6:30
day, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Paintings and drawings by Adele CotieR). open slots. Back room &g book sale, April 1 to 5. EIm-

through May. Haitian art for sale to raise funds for Haiti, openi¥fg0d Writers Group, April 11, 7 p.m. Autistic Services art show,
March 7. For information call 884777. April 1 to 30. Theater performance by Brazen Faced Varlets,

College Street Gallery 244 Allen St. Works by 20 artists in g/l%y&_)l' 2,3, 8,10, 11, 15, 16,17, 7 p.m. For information cal 885
co-op, March 7, April 4, May 2, 5 to 9 p.m. Other dates by ap- o
pointment. Open mic for musicians, poets and writers, Thursdays>tudio Hart, 65 Allen St. Tuesday through Saturday, 11 a.m.
from 7 to 9 p.m. For information, call 8€8.83. to A 3b é) . mR. nSC ur ;e.lr.l t, o kwba ':E ehr col o
First Friday Gallery Tours, Allentown galleries will have graphs by Ginny Rose Stewart, April, new works by Esther

extended evening hours, some with new exhibits and receptioNnglsen’ May. For information call 53#337.

March 7, April 4, May 2. See wwws firstfridaysallentown.org. _ Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site (Wilcox Mansio)y 641
Indigo gallery, 74 Allen St., Tuesday to Friday, noon to 5 Delaware Ave. Hours, Monday to Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sat-

; ; i urday and Sunday, noon to 5 p.m. Hailice admission April 19
85m72 Sunday from noon to 3 p.m. For information, call-984 and 20, opening weekend of National Park Week. Special events,

advance reservat i opAm Expe ghehinde d :
Karpeles Manuscript Library Museum, 220 North St,, 11 thes cenes tour highl i ghtin add
a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursday, Fr ipghaf memSabllid! Mafch 26, 2 ahd/%38 p.f.dA Mo%seoz ,
through May. For information call 885986. Gets Loose in a Museum, an April Fool's Biagpired family
Kleinhans Music Hall, Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra:  event, March 29, noon to 4 p.m.; A Bridal Party, evening dinner
ClassicsserieBeet hovenos Fi fth, GidghavsAprd 4, atp 9 @Pn.;aABrdal Paty, chBmrepaghenten,-April
ven, March 7, 10:30 a.m., March 8, 8 p.m.; Songs of Mahler andnoon to 1:30 p.m. and 2 to 3:30 p.m.; Theodore Roosevelt:
Barber, Vaughan Williams, Barber, Mahler, March 22, 8 p.m.,tales and treasures, a behihé-scenes look, April 25, 6 to 7:30
March 23, 2:30 p.m.; East Meets West, Griffes, Zhao Jiping, p.m. For further information, call 883095 or see
Borodin, Debussy, March 29, 8 p.m., March 30, 2:30 p.m.; Jowww.trsite.org.

ney on the Rhine, Webern, Korngold, Schumann, April 11, 10:30\western New York Artists Group, 1 Linwood Ave. Tues-
a.m., April 12, 8 p.m., April 13, 2:30 p.m.; Drums Along the  day through Friday 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Niagara: Mambo! Moross, Russell Platt, Jennifer Higdon, Berfpembers exhibition, traditional works, through March 28, juried
stein, April 26, 8 p.m., April 27, 2:30 p.m.; Invitation to the  py justin W. Dahl. Members exhibition, modern works, juried by
Dance, Ravel. Miguel del Aguila, Rachmaninoff, May 10, 8  Brent Patterson, April 4 to May 2. Niagara Frontier Water Colors

p.m., May 11, 2:30 p.m.; Russian Rhapsody, May 31, 8 p.m., Society, May 9 to June 6. For information call 8851 or see
June 1, 2:30 p.nRops and rock serieshe Beatles Classical  ynyag.com.

Mystery Tour, March 1, 8 p.m;. the Chieftains, March 14, 8 p.m.;
Ameri ca, March 28, 8 p. m.; Ellis Hall és _Tri

) bute to
April 5, 8 p.m.; Big Band Salute with Matt Catingub, May 3,8 1he Calendar of Events is compiled by Pete Carrol
submissions to him at pcbonjoura@gmail.com.

Ray. Ch
|. Email
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Above, shingles missing from the roof of the former
Immaculate Conception Church allow water to dam-
age the sanctuary area, as can be seen at right. The
church, dating back to 1869, served generations of
Allentown Roman Catholics before the Diocese of Buf-
falo closed it in 2005. The Association fears further
damage could make a restoration and reuse more diffi-
cult than it already might be.

Association urges repair of émamaculate Conception Church

The Allentown Assaciation is en- Plaza Group bought the property iasked the owner to address the Allen-
couraging owners of the former Im- 2006 after the church closed. Atthe t own Associ ati onéds ¢
maculate Conception Church propertyime, it planned condos firstintherem@ wner 6 s r esponshe wa s
at Edward Street and South EImwoodory and then in the church. That nevéteighborwent to press.

Avenue to take immediate steps to prieappened, and recently Plaza Group  Ronald Alsheimer of Plaza Group

serve the church and promote reuse pfit both up for sale. said an estimate of $105,000 to repair
the entire property including, church, A The owner has theduroh oof bad beentoktained and
rectory, school and parking. church property and failed to providethere is a prospective buyer.

adequate maintenance to prevent dete-ii We put a new roof
rioration, 0 Jonathbadded Whi te, Associ a-
tion president, wrote to the Preserva- The parish school building is leased

tion Board. i T h e toccBloffalo public dtreoals for adsltiedut e
,& holes in the roof and is deteriorating cation.

due to significant water damage and  The church, which dates back to

. weat her condi t i onl869, andrebtay ate@rtoccupied. a d d e
BUff.alo N]agara Preservation Buffalo Niagara sup- The Allentown Association con-
Medical Campus ported the Assoc itedsseparaling garagegauodeparking
The Preservation Board on Jan. 3@rom the church building would reduce
www.bnmc.org tabled the Pl aza clancesdg @use of teecchuestsstruct o
demolish a garage on the property artdre.
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Houghton College
opening campus
here this fall

Houghton College is establishing a
Buffalo campus at First Presbyterian
Church on Symphony Circle, offering 2
year associate in arts degrees beginning
with the fall semester.

The college is taking over one floor

EImwood Village Charter School as it looks today . . .

of the rear building near St . Johnodés Pl ace,
the same building in which

has two floors. It has installed three g

classrooms and is refurbishing additional : el My

space.

Dr. Scott E. McClI
dean of extension studies, said the col- ¢ ¢ Sl
lege is aiming for an initial enrollment of ;
25 full-time students.

The college has been doing outreach
to Buffalo high school students and guid- . . . and how it will look in 2015 after additions on both the Days Park
ance councilors. 0 Weddottage Hteeetsidemmg appl i ca-
tions already, 0 he said. fAWebre commit -

t erh att 06 St hae nueer z%[ na rsgtglmgqq \/1I|L6}gq4 g:thg:\rrter School to add
ton, a highquality private Christian col- 7th and 8th grades Wlth eXpanSion

lege with 1,000 students at its main cam-
pus in Allegany County that also offers A $2 million expansion of EIm- Preference is given to siblings of

parttime bachelodegree studies for wood Village Charter School at 40 current students and to city residents.
adults at sites in West Seneca, James-  pays Park will allow it to add 7th The school will hold its annual
town, Olean and Lockport. and 8th grades to its existingd  fundraising event "Evening in the

_Dr. McClelland said most classes hergnroliment. Park" in the autumn, specific date to
will be staffed by fultime faculty from Construction is expected to begilve announced in September.
the main campus, a 9@iinute drive in April, go into full gear this sum- iAs a public char
away. Only one or two local adjuncts  mer, slow down during the next  EVCS receives only 52 percent of
will be hired for the fall. school year, and then finish in sum-the state educational funding that is

_ Courses will be offered in writing, ey 2015, said trustee Matthew gr ant ed to the di st
history, philosophy, social sciences, lit- Ryqn. said. fCharter schec
erature, communications, the Bible, the-  ~\yhen complete, two classes of pected to derive all operational costs
ology, mathematics and fine arts. 25 students in each grade are anticfrom this funding in contrast to sepa-

Students who successfully complete pated, for a maximum enroliment ofrate facilities funding for the Buffalo
an associateds degpgpe are aut omat 'p‘iuﬁliésl:hlﬁols.
accepted to compl et ernelplffb PresehAtolBoar® T ROu Rt commi t ment t
the main campus, which offers more tharypproved the expansion Feb. 14.  size naturally limits our income and
70 areas of study. Credits may also be ‘The school will hold a lottery  makes fundraising that much more
transferred to other accredited colleges Ofprj| g for new admittances for Sepimportant,” he said.
universities. _ tember. The application deadline is  Anyone wishing to donate money
Tuition is $10,000 a year. More infor- parch 30 and is available on the  should write a check to: Elmwood
mation and applications are at school's website, Village Charter School and mailed to
www.houghton.edu/buffalo. www.elmwoodvillageschool.org. 40 Days Park, Buffalo, NY 14201.






