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ARnAccess All entowno provides
By Sarah Gilewicz before 6:30 or after 11 p.m.
This list will continue to expand and will be up-
Thereods a nhew, e X ¢ i tdated on allentown.org, so visit the Web site often t@
member of the Al |l ent owseewherethe card can be used. We encouragé peo-e
Al l entownd member shi p pleto patronize these establishments, as their génern u

ary and is a new benefit of membership in the All ous participation in this program has allowed us to
town Association. The card will provide membt offer this new benefit. If you are a current individual

with discounts and offered specials at participa or business Association member, you should have
businesses. As of this writing of this article,the r ecei ved your new fAAccess
of participating businesses with their offered ¢mail. These cards will be good for the entire calen-
counts (some restrictions apgdge website for mord a r year . | f youove

details) is as follows:

il
il

= =42 =4 -8 -8 _9_9

Annual dinner is April 13 at Hamlin Houset Friday Tour

Mark your calendars! The Annual Allentown Association dinner WiIIIB%DrOV'ng Allentown - Page 4

held this year on April 13 at the Hamlin House at 432 Franklin St. Dir}ﬂFern West
will be at 7 p.m., preceded by a cash bar at 6 p.m.

Similar to previous years, there will be a Chinese auction featuring anz]
ens of items donated by local businesses; a silent auction featuring seve
special items; and a 50/50 raffle. The cost this year will be $20 per person.
Closer to the date, watch for an email and mailing with more details!. C Lies: Garden Walk  Page 9

person for the event is Sarah Gilewicz. Leslie Doebler-ishearperson.

| et

have never considered membership in the past,

Avenue Art & Frame10% off custom fram-nowdés t he time to get i nyv
ing benefit of membership in the Allentown Association.

B e t 1Byyose dinner; get the second ¥ Membership is not limited to residents of Allentown!

(up to $15) More details on the MfAAcc
Buffalo Carpet Cleaning25% off services available on the website along with the membership
East End Salonl0% off services form. I'f you are an Alle
Hamlin House 10% off bil like to get involved in t
Just Vine 15% off bill please contact the Association at 88P4.

La Tee Da10% off bill
Modern NostalgiaSpend $150; get $25 off ajlentown Association.

Mothers Restaurant20% off bill if seated InSIde thIS ISSue

Sarah Gilewicz is membership chairperson of the
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Curtis Haynes Jr. is new Ellicott District council member

Al expect to have a con
We [the Allentown Association] should be able to get
ur points across, 0 Matt

The Ellicott District includes all of Allentown except
the small area on the north side of North St., which is
the Niagara District.

Council Member Haynes was appointed by the Cou
cil Jan. 14 in a & vote, over several other candidates.
The position will be on the ballot in November for the
final year of the term.

$67,750 budget has additional funds for beautificgtfmomotion

The Board of Directors has approved a $67,7.  There is $7,000 for beautification, including mainte-
budget for 2010 the Allentown Association, in- nance and upkeep of public art such as the windmill in
cluding additional funds for beautification and pr EImwood Park, one of several projects by University at
motion. The budget, adopted Feb. 9, was presel Buffalo architecture students,. Also included are funds

Curtis Haynes Jr. is the new Ellicott District
member of the Common Council. He will serve
through December, succeeding Brian C. Davis, v
resigned in November amidst controversy over u
of campaign funds.

Council Member Haynes is an associate profes
of economics at Buffalo State College where Me
thew Ryan, Allentown Association president, was
once his student.

by Treasurer Matthew Moscati after review by tt for sidewalk plantings and watering, and a landscape ¢

Executive Committee. sultant for possible pocket parks. The budget provides
The budget calls for $61,800 in revenues and $6,000 for promotion, including, signage, banners and

$5,950 surplus carried over from 2009. It provid advertising.

$33,000 for administrative expenses, including Major revenue sources are the Allen West Festival,

rent, insurance, utilities and the salary and ex- with a net of $18,000 net anticipated; Secrets of Allen:

penses of the Associ a:towntourof historic properties, with a net of $7,500 am
sole employee. ticipated; hot dog stand, $500 net anticipated.

Susan Lenahan, | Everything About Us is Fresh o /qLLEN TDWN
CRS, CBR Home Cookin’ ATHLETIX
~ Associate Broker and More. .. HEALTH & RACQUET CLUB

538 Delaware Avenue - Buffalo ;
716.884.8100 - www.allentownathletix.com |
Cardio Room - Circuit Training - Free Weights - Racquetball &}
Squash Courts « Personal Training - Saunas & Jacuzzi |
Most classes FREE with Membership. ...

Pilates - Yoga - Awesome Abs - Belly Dance « Ju Jitsu

Racquet Sports Clinic

Open every day of the year
No wait for equipment

BREAKFAST
LUNCH - DINNER
SUNDAY BRUNCH
370 Virginia St. - 362-0633
1 Block off ElImwood in Allentown

Real Estate
431 Delaware Ave., Buffalo -
email: slenahan@mjpeterson.com |
www.mjpeterson.com
Your City Expert! -
Cell: 864-6757 |

S

% Merrill Lynch
Matthew E. Ryan

Senior Financial Advisor
Global Wealth Management

The Decker Agency, Inc. |

{‘@4] Your Netghborhood
Insurance Agency

STREET

37 Elmwood Ave., Buffalo /- BUFFALO Key Tower
883-1455 | 50 Fountain Plaza, Suite 1100,
JO ANN DECKER 884-5128 Buffalo, New York

716-849-2018

CPCU, CIC, AAI, CPIW, DAE
matthew ryan@ml .com

All Forms of Insurance
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First Friday Gallery Tour wins $5,000 grant

By Barbara Hart and erected a public tree in the lot adjacent to Quaker

. Bonnet. A tree lighting ceremony kicked off the Holi-
Al l entownds successfu

Tour was honored by the Arts Council of Buf-
falo and Erie County with a $5,000 grant
which will assure its continuation through
2010.

Matthew Ryan, Allentown Association president,
and gallery owners Barbara Hart of Studio Hart an:
Elisabeth Samuels of Indigo accepted the award F
12.

The grant will be used for promotion and progra
ming for the Greater Al
gallery tour on the first Friday of each month. This ’, £
award is part of the 2010 Erie County decentralizat
grant program, financed by the State Council on th At awards reception, from left, Barbara Hart,
Arts. It was the largest of about 20 grants to recipie K.G. Price, Matt Ryan, Jennifer Diagostino, aide
Organizations in Erie County_ to Assemblyman Sam Hoyt, Lauren Albrecht of

Representatives from the offices of State Rep. ¢ the Arts Council, Elisabeth Samuels
Hoyt and State Sen. Antoine Thompson congratul¢

the award recipients, and the group was treated 10 4 First Fridays event, with extended opening hours
performance by musician K.G. Price as well as an by galleries, and many retail businesses.

formal reception at the Western New York Book Ar = Al the fun was captured by Channel 4, which aired

Centth-:-r. l ica interviews with Matt Ryan, Barbara Hart, and most
The successful grant application was prepared iy qortant of all, enthusiastic onlookefé/e ¢ o u | d n
the Allentown Association in eoperative venture - |, o paid for better adver

with the Greater Allentown Gallery Association. day season.
The First Fridays Gallery Tour will continue on "o 4 tfelt thanks to those businesses which contrib-

March 5, April 2, and May 7About 20 art galleries 1o tg the success of this evening: East End Studio,
and businesses keep their doors open for extende iy jjeheads Restaurant, Cafe 59, Nest Interiors, Stu-

hours on the first Friday of each month, from5to €y o Har t House of Randol
p.m. Check the Allentown website for specific deta Gallery, Allen Street Connection, Les Jardins, Har-
regarding participating galleries, and eventsforea; | 4’8 s Curi osi t y Shop Bu i

date. Information is also available on Facebook  pregs Shop, Towne Restaurant, Allen Street Hardware

(search Greater Allentown First Fridays Gallery TO caf¢ | 5 Tee Da Cafe, Deborah Hill Interiors, Sample,
The Allentown Association First Fridays Holiday College Street Gallery, Hero Art & Design.

Celebration on Dec. was particularly memorable.

Participants joined a boisterous Santa for free ride! g5para Hart. owner of Hart Studio. is a member of

a horsedrawn carriage which ferried up and down /pe Ajlentown Association Board of Directors.
l en St. throughout the Th

town Association provided wreaths for street lamps
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A comprehensive approach sought for community improvements

By Matthew Ryan Adam Sokol along with intern helpers, enlarged and
manipulated the photos taking strips from a number

In any heayily trafficked urban neighborhood, of the faces to design unique profiles. In essence

wear and tear over time eventually needs to be m«Faces of Allentown demonstrates the diversity and

by improvement measures. Crumbling curbs need vibrant character of our community. [See rendering

be recut, streets need repaving, sidewalks shoulc on opposite page.]

repaired, lamp posts replaced and so on. In an his The Association has allocated funds to partially

toric preservation district, these procedures must | fund the project. We are optimistic the rest of the

calculated. It is not simply a task of taking any de- money will

sign lamp post and affixing it where an old one ga' come

way. Public works must match the new with the exthrough The Faces of Allentown
isting to keep visual continuity and protect the cha grants and project is one that the board
acter of the neighborhood. requests to

For several years the Allentown Association ha public offi- IS partICUIarIy excited a_bOUt'
directed its improvement efforts in a way that coul cials. At this [If] demonstrates the diver-
be considered fisegment timerequest sity and vibrant character of a v
been focused in order to bring certain parts of the have been -

Allentown spine, along Allen and Wadsworth Sts. submitted to our community.

from Main St. to Symphony Circle, up to the benc the Council

mark. This method began when the board, powere Member Curtis Haynes Jr. of the Ellicott District

by the initiative of residents, focused efforts on  and to Assembly Member Sam Hoyt.

Wadsworth improvements. It was apparent there v As these successes show, the board is discussing

a groundswell to improve that block. The effortsara st rat egi c policy of fAwh
also finding success along the stretch between the sary, segmentation is appropriate to identify and

west end of Allen St. and Symphony Circle. effectively remedy specific areas of increased need.

On the back of that success, residents at the e: However, once we see the spine in better balance
end of Allen have asked for focus on the stretch fr the policy should be shifted so that improvements
Franklin St. to Main St. A few motivated board happen in concert along the entire strip. Continuity
members took up leadership on the task and have throughout our Allentown Preservation District
outlined ambitious plans. should be paramount. Curbs, lamp posts, sidewalks

Currently the Allentown Association has a numt and street should be consistent.
of improvement initiatives in development, with ott After all, the spine of Allentown is only three
ers awaiting funding. guarters of a mile long.

The Faces of Allentown project is one that the The Allentown Association is a member driven
board is particularly excited about. Board membe organization that strives to take measures for the
Adam Sokol, has presented the board with a protc betterment of Allentown. If you are interested in
type piece of art that could be produced in large stgetting involved in this or other initiatives, please
and placed in vacant store window. Once the shof contact Matthew Ryan at: mat-
finds a tenant, the Association would remove the ¢ thew.yan@allentown.org
work, storing it until which time it is needed to fill
another vacant window. The art work is dynamic. Matthew Ryan is Allentown Association president.
After taking photos of hundreds of Allentown folks
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Time to sign up for Allen West Festival

The call is out for artists and craftspeople wishis ai d. @AWe need people to
to exhibit and volunteers and sponsors willingto man t he boot hs the days o
help out in the 11th annual Allen West Festivalto iTher e are sever al l evel s
held June 12 and 13 in conjunction with the 53rd i West. If you are interested in being a sponsor or
nual Allentown Art Festival. know of anyone who would like to be a sponsor,
Vendors can apply through April 10. An applica- please contact me or Andrew Eisenhardt, Associa-
tion form can be downl tionexecutive director, at the Allentown Associa-t i 0O I
Web site, www.allentown.org, or telephone (716) t i on, 0 Gr et chan Grobe sai
881-1024. Allen West was begun in 1999 by the Allentown
Gretchan Grobe, chairperson for seven festival: Association, with the cooperation of the Allentown
is chairing Allen West again this year. The event i Village Society, sponsor of the Art Festival, to keep

the Allentown Associ at theareaof Allen St. west of EImwood Ave. safe S 0 U |
raising funds for the protection, promotion and im- during the festival and to eliminate disorderliness
provement of this historic community. with unregulated vendors.

Vol unteers are needed s h

This rendering shows how window space in a vacant storefront could be put to use to
implement the Faces of Allentown project of board member Adam Sokol. See article
on opposite page.



