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 The Allentown Neighbor                    

Trees planted on Allen St., more to come this spring 

      The Allentown Association’s annual dinner will be hosted Tuesday, 

April 10,  at the Hamlin House, 432 Franklin St. 

     A scrumptious buffet-style dinner will be served at 7 p.m., preceded by 

cocktails at 6. There will again be tons of great treasures as door prizes and 

Chinese auction items generously donated by Allentown merchants and 

longtime supporters. The event is open to members and non-members alike 

at a cost of $20 per person. Please reserve on Facebook, email allen-

town@bfn.org, or call 881-1024 by April 1.  

     Arrangements are being made by Gretchan Grobe, Sarah Gilewicz Byer 

and Andrew Eisenhardt.  

By Daniel Culross     

 

     With a generous donation of  trees from Schictel's 

Nursery in Springville, the Allentown Association made 

quick preparations and coordinated the planting of 13 

deciduous trees along Allen St.  

     More trees are to be planted this spring, and three 

trees will be dedicated to the memory of three Allen-

town benefactors. 

      A contingent of  Allentown volunteers, aided by the 

Buffalo Olmsted Parks Conservancy  was able to plant 

the trees, two inches in diameter, Dec. 4 in balmy 

weather, nearly 60 degrees. The donation  by Schictel’s 

Nursery is especially appreciated because the fall Retree 

WNY planting was canceled. The previous trees had 

been mostly removed and stumps ground out, and the 

volunteers assembled that day were able to plant the 

balled and burlapped trees, each weighing several hun-

dred pounds, in their new tree pits successfully.  

     The Allentown Association had strong support from 

its Beautification Committee, including Daniel Culross, 

Elizabeth Licata, Andrew Eisenhardt, and Dick Haynes. 

Thanks are also due Matthew Heim, Ty DiMatteo, Ste-

ven Nagowski, Neil Pawlowski, Brad Hamm, Mike 

Matters, Timothy Sick, and several others for their back

-breaking labor, as well as Art Traver, landscape  

architect, and Andy Rabb, deputy public works com-

missioner of Buffalo.  

     It will be critically important that in order for the-

se trees to survive, that owners of adjacent properties 

water the trees every three days (during the warm 

months) for the next two years.  

      Volunteer help is needed for the spring 2012 Re-

tree WNY planting on streets  throughout  Allen-

town. Please contact the Allentown Association to 

help get a big crew together for the last city- spon-

sored planting coming up in April. Also, call to re-

quest a planting at a particular site. Call the Associa-

tion at (716) 881-1024 or email 

allntown@localnet.com. 

     Liz Kolken, proprietor of Quaker Bonnet Eatery 

and strong supporter of many Allentown community 

improvement efforts,  paid tribute to “the coopera-

tion of the Olmsted Parks Conservancy and 

Schictel’s Nursery.”   
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Sponsors and volunteers needed for Allen West June 9 and 10 

 By Gretchan Grobe   

 

    We have a few surprises up our sleeves for the 2012 

Allen West Festival, Saturday and Sunday, June 9 and 

10. As you read this, Andrew Eisenhardt (Allentown 

Association executive director), Melissa Dayton 

(assistant festival chairperson) and I have sent out the 

applications to new and renewing artists, food ven-

dors, and local merchants.  

     We are offering sponsorships at four  different lev-

els to businesses or groups who would like to support 

he 2012 Allen West Festival.  

      If you are interested in supporting the festival this 

year or know of a company that would like to sponsor 

the festival, please contact Gretchan Grobe at 

gretchang@yahoo.com.  

      We are always looking for volunteers to help us 

with the Allen West Festival. If you are interested in 

meeting new people, having a lot of fun while support-

ing a great cause, and being  part of a giant art festival, 

come join us. Please contact Melissa Dayton at the 

Allentown Association at 716- 881-1024. It is going to 

be another fantastic festival. Be a part of it. 

     The 14th annual festival, on Allen St. west of 

Elmwood Ave. and up Wadsworth St., is the Allen-

town Association’s biggest fund-raiser.  It will be 

held in conjunction with the 55th annual Allentown 

Art Festival sponsored by the Allentown Village So-

ciety. 

       Gretchan Grobe is Allen West Festival chair-

woman  and a former Allentown Association presi-

dent .  

     The scene at Allen West Festival, 2011 
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        She has taken temporary custody of three Oregon spruces, left over 

from the Dec. 4 plantings, and  plans to have the trees planted in 

memory of  three benefactors of the Allentown community, Elizabeth 

Deichman, Assemblyman William Hoyt and Carole Holcberg. The per-

manent site for the memorial trees would be either the vacant lot at the 

northwest corner of Allen and Park Sts., with the lot owners’ permis-

sion, or in the community space along the east side of Irving Place near 

North St.  

       Daniel Culross, a St. John’s Place resident, is a member of the Al-

lentown Association’s Beautification Committee.  

           New trees to memorialize  

         three Allentown benefactors 

Karen Schictle, shows off one 

of the trees donated by her 

family’s nursery 

     First Presbyterian Church is considering options to 

vacate its landmark sanctuary on Symphony Circle. 

     Although no decision has been made, the church, 

Buffalo oldest religious congregation and in the midst 

of celebrating its 200th anniversary, has been conduct-

ing discussions with Trinity Episcopal Church and 

Westminster Presbyterian Church which might lead to 

the closing of the church on Symphony Circle. 

     The church’s Romanesque exterior and  contrasting 

Byzantine interior were designed by the Buffalo firm 

of E.B. Green and William Wicks  between 1889 and 

1891. The 163-foot tower was completed in 1897. 

     As part of a local historic preservation district, the 

structure cannot undergo exterior alterations without 

permission of the city Preservation Board. In addition,  

as part of a historic district listed on the National Reg-

ister, it is protected from 

public projects and enti-

tled to certain grants and 

commercial tax benefits, 

according to Henry 

McCartney, Preservation 

Buffalo Niagara executive 

director.  

   “It’s one of the most 

architecturally significant 

churches in Buffalo,” he 

added. 

     The church commis-

sioned an overall survey 

of the structure after erosion of mortar in the tower 

and resulting water damage were discovered in 2006.  

Repairs to the tower were made, but additional reno-

vation work including roof repairs are still needed. 

     A non-profit, tax-exempt corporation, One Sym-

phony Circle Inc., was formed last year to raise funds 

for maintenance of the historic building. 

     “This church loves this neighborhood and wants 

to be part of it.  This building is important to the 

community. We’re getting new members from the 

community,” said the Rev. Dr. Philip S. Gittings, 

pastor  since 2010.  

      The possible departure of the congregation has 

alarmed preservationists. But in  the long run, the 

continuing use of this structure for the purpose for 

which it was constructed depends on support in the 

form of increased church attendance 

and membership.   

“One of the most architecturally 

significant churches in Buffalo” 

    First Church considers leaving its landmark home 
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     Elmwood Village Charter School is  planning  im-

provements to the former School 36 on Days Park and 

Cottage St. and “it is our hope to have the entire school 

in the building in the fall,” John Sheffield, the school’s 

director, said. 

     The move from 124 Elmwood Ave. would bring 

300 students in kindergarten through eighth grade to 

the Days Park building.  The school now has 250 chil-

dren at 124 Elmwood and classrooms in First Presby-

terian Church. 

     “Other educational institutions have expressed in-

terest in subletting 124 Elmwood,” John Sheffield 

said.             

      Plans approved Feb. 9 by  the city Preservation 

Board include a new main entrance on Days Park at 

the southeast corner of the building. The new entrance 

and glass would replace brick façade at the corner. An 

elevator and exterior lighting and landscaping would 

also be added. There are also plans  for an addition, in 

the next few years, to add three or four classrooms, 

probably on the west side of the building.  

    The school is seeking a grant to upgrade the play-

ground. 

    No school buses would come to the Days Park site 

at least for the next couple of years, but may in the fu-

ture, representatives of the Allentown Association 

and the Days Park Block Club were told at a meeting 

Jan. 11 at the offices of the school’s architects, Ham-

ilton, Houston and Lownie. Rona Vogt of the block 

club expressed concern about bus traffic on Days 

Park because of past problems, and urged that any 

drop-offs and pick-ups be on Cottage St. Josh Wil-

son,  the Allentown Association’s Housing and His-

toric Preservation Committee chairman, suggested 

that the playground be relocated from the rear to the 

front of the building using space previously for park-

ing.  

    The school has asked the Allentown Association 

for a letter of support for the plans. The request was 

to be considered by the Association’s Board of Direc-

tors. The board is also to consider the future of the 

building’s playground.  

    John Sheffield said the school is desirous “to keep 

the playground open for community use” during non-

school hours. “We are looking for neighborhood help 

to keep it open during daylight hours and secured in 

the evening and at night,” he added.” 

     Josh Wilson had raised the issue with school rep-

resentatives after discussing it with other board mem-

bers and Days Park Block Club representatives. “We 

think this should be looked into, 

as it is the only public play-

ground in the area,” he said.  

Elmwood Village School plans move to Days Park by fall 
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By Pete Carroll    

 

     A cluster of institutions promoting Latin American 

culture has found a home on Elmwood Ave. in Allen-

town. The dean of these, the Latin American Cultural 

Association, is celebrating its 35th anniversary this 

spring.  

    The Latin American Cultural Association is perhaps 

better known as El Buen Amigo,  a non-profit store at 

114 Elmwood Ave. offering art, clothing and other 

hand-made goods from Central and South America pro-

duced by  cooperatives.  It was founded by Santiago 

Masferrer and his wife Eugenia.    

   Its 35th anniversary will be celebrated April 28 with a 

fund–raising reception in the Hamlin House, 432 

Franklin St., at 7 p.m. Tickets are $50 and available at 

El Buen Amigo.  

      Across the street at 141 Elmwood Ave. are the Lat-

in American Institute and the Casa de Arte, a gallery 

specializing in Mexican art. The Hispanic ambiance in 

this part of Allentown is enhanced by the presence of 

the Mexican-themed Cozumel Grill, 1563 Elmwood., 

and the new Cantina Loco, a Mexican restaurant at 

Elmwood and Allen St. (whose ungrammatical name  

might make Castilian purists wince). A few blocks 

away is El Museo, 91 Allen, specializing in exhibiting 

works by artists of color, including Hispanics.  

    The Latin American Institute was opened in 2004 by 

Carlos Ossa, as a business offering instruction in Span-

ish, as well as other Romance languages, and Latin 

American dances. Spanish classes weekday evenings 

and on Saturdays. Dance classes are held Sundays.  

Most students  in the Spanish classes enroll because of 

a need or benefit in their professions, he explained.  

Carlos Ossa also teaches Spanish in public schools. The 

establishment recently moved a few doors north to its 

present location. 

      Casa de Arte was opened last year by two artists, 

Rick Williams and his wife Maria Odette Guerrero-

Williams. They plan to mount a new exhibition to open 

in May.  

     Santiago Masferrer and Carlos Ossa are both natives 

Hispanic culture blooms in Allentown; a fiesta for El Buen Amigo  

of Chile and teachers of Spanish, but their common-

ality ends there. They have starkly different views of 

politics in their homeland in the turbulent 1970s and 

are not on friendly terms.  

     El Buen Amigo, in the words of its explanatory 

brochure, “works to promote human rights and jus-

tice for our brothers and sisters in Central and South 

America  by promoting an outlet for their artisan 

goods ... More than a product, we sell dignity and 

hope.” 

      The art, crafts and clothing for sale at El Buen 

Amigo are purchased from co-operatives which pro-

vide a living wage to the people who produce them.  

       Besides hand-made wares,  the Cultural Associa-

tion offers Spanish classes evenings and Saturdays at 

El Buen Amigo. There are cultural extension pro-

grams for school-age children — 175 middle-school 

students from  Lancaster spent a morning recently at 

El Buen Amigo — and a program to familiarize 

teachers  with the culture and history of Latin Ameri-

ca.  In the gallery and community room, an art exhi-

bition of works by women artists is planned for 

March.  

     Karina Soto. a Daemen College senior interning at 

Ell Buen Amigo is chairwoman of theis project for  

International Women’s Month.  She is seekingwom-

en artisxts, poets, health professionals and  women 

involved in peace and justice  She can be reached at 

ksoto@daemen.edu  or calling El Buen Amicgo at 

(716) 885-6343. 

       Because it is a certified  tax-exempt non-profit 

organization, donations are tax deductible and help 

the association continue its programs. It is soliciting 

gifts of goods and service for its fund-raiser as well 

as cash donations.       

       Judy Gerich, a former Allentowner, is one of El 

Buen Amigo’s enthusiastic supporters.  “For me, as a 

volunteer and grant-writer for the organization, I am 

struck by the sense of good will that emanates from 

Santiago, and which characterizes this place,” she 

explained. 
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     La Cantina Loco, a Mexican restaurant at 191 Allen 

St. at Elmwood Ave., has been opened by Kyle Mack 

and Mike Andrzejewski. The dining room with full liq-

uor license opened in January, with take-out service be-

ginning earlier. Hours are 4 to 10 p.m. Monday through 

Thursday,  4 p.m. To 2 a.m. Saturday and Sunday, 

closed Monday. See www.cantinaloco.com, call 551-

0160. 

     Bruce Andrews is the new owner of the North res-

taurant in the Hotel Lenox, 140 North St., open seven 

days a week from 4 p.m. to midnight and 2 a.m. Satur-

day. Phone 884-3106. 

     Have you been to a First Fridays event yet? This 

Allentown arts program is really taking off, even earn-

ing a profile in the January issue of Buffalo Spree 

magazine. Art gallery openings, music and more invite 

participants to sample some of the cultural riches of 

our area every first Friday of the month. Join us for 

this free event.  

     Nearly a dozen Allentown galleries will be open 

for First Fridays,  March 2, April 6 and May  8 , with 

most open between 6 and 9 p.m. Detailed schedules 

for the event are posted during the week before each 

event: check the First Fridays webpage: 

www.firstfridaysallentown.com, or find Greater Al-

lentown First Fridays Gallery Tour on Facebook.  

Galleries open First Fridays: March 2, April 6, May 8 

     Bill and Renée Newton have closed Sweet Tooth 

bakery, confectionary and ice-cream shop after 24 

years, almost six years at the northeast corner of 

Elmwood Ave. and Allen St.,  and at 478 Elmwood 

Ave. previously. Bill Newton has health problems 

and Renée decided to work in her brother’s Elm 

Street Bakery in East Aurora rather than continue 

Sweet Tooth without her husband. The Allentown 

community wishes the couple well.  

     Next door at 199 Allen St., Frederick and Lydia 

Gelsey  have closed  Gelsey’s Clothes, the  store 

they had operated since 1996.       

        Business news: La Cantina opens 

The Tifft Houses, 149 to 155 Allen St., just east of Park St., are an iconic symbol of Al-

lentown, built by developer George Tifft in the 1850s in the Italianate style. The doors 

have since been changed to Georgian style.  
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       Two former pastors of St. Louis Catholic Church 

died recently. The Very Rev. Robert A. Mack,  80, pas-

tor of St. Louis Church from 1995 to 2002 died Dec. 1. 

The Rev. Msgr. William A. Schwinger, 91, pastor from 

1979 to 1995 when he became pastor emeritus, died 

Jan. 16. Both are fondly remembered by their parish-

ioners 

        Msgr. Mack remained in residence and on the 

St. Louis Church mourns Msgrs. Mack and Schwinger  
church’s pastoral staff after relinquishing his pastor-

ate. He was  a former director of the Allentown Asso-

ciation, among numerous community involvements. 

        In 1979 Msgr. Schwinger instituted the parish’s 

free sandwich program which continues today. He 

was chaplain of Buffalo Knights of Columbus Coun-

cil in Allentown. 

45 Elmwood Ave., circa 1980.  The Allentown 

Association  acquired this house, formerly 

Keel Gallery Antiques,  as its headquarters 

with Community Development Block Grant 

funds. William Niterauer was Association 

president. Joan Forman was executive direc-

tor. William L. Marcy was Delaware District 

councilman. James D. Grififn was mayor. 

The house is now  the headquarters of the 

Junior League of Buffalo. From the Allen-

town Association archive.  
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     Allendale Theater, 203 Allen St. Theatre of Youth presents “A Wrinkle in Time” by John Glore, adapted from the 

book by Madeleine L’Engle, opening March 23 at 7 p.m., continuing  Saturdays at 2 and 5:30 p.m. and Sundays at 2 

p.m. through April 1, recommended for ages 10 and up. “Charlotte’s Web,” by Joseph  Robinette, adapted from the clas-

sic by E.B. White, opening May 11 at 7 p.m., continuing Saturdays at 2 and 5:30 p.m. and Sudays at 2 p.m. through June 

3, recommended  for all ages. For information and tickets, call 884-4400, see www.theatreofyouth.org.   

     Allentown Association,  14 Allen St.  Spring dinner, April 10, see page 1, Board of  Directors meets March 13, May 

8. For information call 881-1024 or see  www.allentown..org. 

     Art Dialogue Gallery, 1 Linwood Ave., Tuesday to Friday,  11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.  16th an-

nual uried Members Exhibition, traditional works, through March 9; modern works, March 16 to April 3.. Niagara Fron-

tier Water Color Society juried exhibition, April 20 to May 25 , Water color workshop with Nicholas Simmons, May 14 

to 18,  For information and reservations, call 885-2251.    

    Betty’s restaurant, 370 Virginia St. at College St. “Drawings from the UFO Series,” by Mary Begley. through March 

18.  

    Buffalo  Big Print gallery, 78 Allen St.  Mon day through Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Openings First Fridays,  For 

information call 884-1777.  

    Casa de Arte,  141 Elmwood Ave. For information and hours, call 240-9248, see www.buffalo-cuernavaca.com. 

    College Street Gallery,  244 Allen St., Wednesday to Friday, 5 to 8 p.m. Saturday by appointment.  Works by 20 art-

ists in co-op.   For information call 868-8183.  

    El Museo, 91 Allen St.  Tuesday through Saturday, noon to 5 p.m. Art auction through March 23.  For information 

call 578-3782.  

    First Friday Gallery Tours,  Allentown galleries will have extended evening hours, some with new exhibits and re-

ceptions, March 2, April 6, May 8. Dec. 2, Jan. 6, Feb. 3. See Page 6 and  wwws.firstfridaysallentown.org. 

     Indigo gallery, 74 Allen St., Tuesday to Friday, noon to 5, Saturday, noon to 3.For information, call 984-9572.  

    Karpeles Manuscript Library Museum, 220 North St.  11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursday, Friday, Saturday;  after March 

31, opendaily except Monday, .Evita Peron, through April 8; For information  call 885-1986.  

    Kleinhans Community Association, bimonthly meeting April 11,  6 p.m., D’Youville College Center,  room 201.  

    Kleinhans Music Hall , Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra, classics series, Prokofiev’s Fifth, March 9, 10:30 a.m. and 

March 10, 8 p.m. Bell  Plays Beethoven, March 24, 8 p.m. Haydn’s Creation, March 31, 8 p.m. and April 1, 2:30 p.m.  

Shaham Plays Saint-Saëns, April 14, 8 p.m. and April 15, 2:30 p.m. , New World Rediscovered, April 27, 10:30 a.m. and 

April 28, 8 p.m. Duke Ellington Festival, May 12, 8 p.m. and May 13, 2:30 p.m.  Pops series, Glenn Miller Orchestra, 

Marcy 2, 10:30 a.m. and March 3, 8 p.m. Disney in Concert,  from the Movies, April 21, 8 p.m. Duke Ellington Festival, 

May 4, 10:30 a.m. and May 5, 8 p.m. Pops Showstoppers! May 26, 8 p.m. Specials series, A Tribute to Pink Floyd, 

March 1,6, 8 p.m. Sounds of Eternity Choral Spectacular, with Buffalo Philharmonic Chorus, April 20, 8 p.m.  For tick-

ets, call 885-5000 or see bpo.org. Buffalo Chamber Music Society concerts, Jerusalem Quartet, March 13, 8 p.m.; Musi-

cians from Marlboro, April 17, 8 p.m. For tickets, call 462-4939 or see www.bflochambermusic.org.  

      Quaker Bonnet Eatery, 175 Allen St.,  Photography by Simon Faber, March; “Aspire,” mulltimedia by handi-

capped artists, April; new works byt nbgrid Luongo, May.  

      Nina Freudenheim Gallery, Hotel Lenox, 140 North St. Tuesday through Friday 10 to 5, Saturday by appointment. 

“Struck by Light,” photographs by  Ellen Carey, March 3 through April 11; works by  Sean Scherer, April 14 through 

May 23 , May 26; ollages by Cletus Johnson, May 26 through June. Collages,   For information call 882-5777.  

      Rust Belt Books, 202 Allen St. Tangential poetry readings, open slots, March 28, April 26, May 30, 7 p.m.; Play 

presented by  Brazen Faced Varlets, March 8, 9 10, 15, 16, 17, 22 and 23, 7 p.m.; annual Back Room Book Sale, April 1.  

For information call  885-9535.   

      Studio Hart, 65 Allen St. Tuesday through Saturday, 11 to 3. Fotini Galanes, drawings, March; Scott Dedecker, 

paintings, April; Amanda Besl and Adam Weekley, mew works, May.  For information call 536-8337.  

     Sugar City, 19 Wadsworth   St., exhibitions and performances, see www.buffalosugarcity.org.  

     Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site (Wilcox Mansion), 641 Delaware Ave. Hours, Monday to Saturday, 10 a.m. to 

5 p.m.;  Sunday, noon to 5 p.m. Special exhibit, "The House That YWCA Built," March 6 to April 29,  for further infor-

mation, call 884-0095 or see www.trsite.org.  

Calendar of Events  
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      This history of Allentown was written by Frank 

Kowsky and Martin Wachadlo and submitted to the 

State Office of Historic Preservation to document the 

Allentown Association’s application for a boundary 

expansion of the Allentown Historic District  on the 

National Register of Historic Places so that it is contig-

uous with the City of Buffalo’s Allentown Historic Dis-

trict. Frank Kowsky is  a State University of New York-

distinguished professor emeritus  who taught art histo-

ry at Buffalo State College. He recently completed a 

book on the creation of Buffalo’s Olmsted parks to be 

published later this  year by the Library of American 

Landscape History and the University of Massachu-

setts Press. Martin Wachadlo is an architecture histori-

an.  

     This is the first installment, to be followed by others 

in future issues of the The Allentown Neighbor.  

 

     The streets of the present day neighborhood of Al-

lentown represent the coming together of two early com-

munities in Western New York: New Amsterdam 

(present Buffalo) and Black Rock. Both of these water-

front towns were created out of wilderness at the begin-

ning of the nineteenth century and for a time rivaled 

each other for preeminence. Peter Buell Porter (1873-

1844), a Connecticut Yankee lawyer who sought his for-

tune in the area, became the founder of Black Rock. The 

village took its name from a large boulder that formerly 

stood in the Niagara River, near the present site of the 

Peace Bridge. Porter acquired a large property here from 

the so-called Mile Strip, a mile-wide piece of land bor-

dering the Niagara River from Lake Ontario to Lake 

Erie. This land, which on maps was labeled the New 

York State Reservation, was sold by the State of New 

York separately from the rest of Western New York. In 

the last decade of the eighteenth century, the remainder 

of the wilderness region became the property of the Hol-

land Land Company, a group of Dutch investors head-

quartered in Amsterdam. In 1803, Porter laid out the 

streets of Black Rock as a grid that paralleled the river. 

Those streets that ran east and west he named in honor 

of the original states of the Union. 

 

     In the historic district today, Virginia, Maryland,  

Pennsylvania and Jersey Streets trace the origin of 

their names to this era. The Black Rock docks were 

located near what came to be known as the upper 

village of Black Rock, behind the present Squaw 

Island. Porter hoped that the small harbor down-

stream from Lake Erie would evolve into a major 

Great Lakes port, despite the fact that to reach the 

open waters of Lake Erie, ships would need to 

counter stiff riparian currents. 

 

       During the first four decades of the century, 

Black Rock developed slowly inland and eventually 

met the expanding city of Buffalo along present day 

North Street. Joseph Ellicott (1760-1826) was the 

young surveyor that the Holland Land Company 

had hired as its chief agent to manage its holdings 

in Western New York. His prior experience was as 

an assistant to French engineer Pierre L'Enfant in 

the laying out of the new capital at Washington. In 

1804, Ellicott mapped the town of New Amsterdam 

near where the Buffalo Creek entered Lake Erie. He 

imitated the radial street plan that he had known 

from his work with L'Enfant, focusing the new 

town on Niagara Square. Major thoroughfares, Del-

aware Avenue among them, radiated inland from 

the square. 

 

     Despite interruption caused by the burning of the 

nascent settlement during the War of 1812, El-

licott's Buffalo grew and prospered alongside Peter 

Porter's Black Rock. The true foundation of its 

prosperity, however, was laid when, in 1817, the 

New York State legislature chose Buffalo as the 

western terminus of the Erie Canal over Black 

Rock. The city began its inexorable spread inland 

and eventually absorbed Black Rock as a neighbor-

hood. By 1853, when North Street (formerly known 

as the Old Guide Board Road) became the new 

northern city limit, the area that is today Allentown-

-the name was not adopted by residents until the 

mid-twentieth century--belonged entirely to Buffa-

lo. Main Street (at the time called the Williamsville 

Road) passed near its eastern boundary;  
 

 

         Allentown during Buffalo’s  Settlement  

               and the Canal Era, 1800—1850s 
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Delaware Avenue, another main thoroughfare in Allen-

town today, was an extension of one of Joseph Ellicott's 

original radial arteries. (1) In the early twentieth centu-

ry, Elmwood Avenue, a principal commercial street in 

the district, was extended to downtown southward 

through Allentown. North Street, a major east-west 

cross town route and the meeting point between the 

grids of Buffalo and Black Rock, became the neighbor-

hood's northern border. A short section of Porter Ave-

nue, named for Peter Porter, westward from Symphony 

Circle, also preserves the memory of Black Rock days. 

A more significant legacy is the angular intersection of 

the Buffalo and Black Rock street grids, one running 

north and the other aimed in a more northeasterly direc-

tion. This jagged joining of shady residential streets is a 

distinguishing feature of the western section of Allen-

town. The eccentric meeting produces picturesque 

streetscapes that one rarely encounters elsewhere in 

town. 

 

    Settlement of present day Allentown began after 

the opening of the Erie Canal in 1825. In 1827, Lewis 

Falley Allen (1800 -1890) arrived in Buffalo from Mas-

sachusetts. After serving as an insurance agent, he pur-

chased in 1829 a 29-acre farm from the Holland Land 

Company. It extended west from Main Street (then 

called the Williamsville Road) to Hudson Street and 

south of the Old Guide Board Road (present North 

Street). Here he established an orchard and raised short-

horn cattle. Over the years, Allen drove his small herd 

to pastures owned by Thomas Day, another early settler, 

further to the west. The cattle trail, tradition holds, later 

became Allen Street. In 1833, the year after Buffalo be-

came an incorporated city; Allen sold his property and 

moved to a much larger farm on Grand Island in the Ni-

agara River. There he continued to develop his interests 

in fruit trees and cattle. 

 

     Until his death in 1890, Allen continued to play an 

important role in the local affairs. He organized the re-

gion's first county fair (1841), became president of the 

Erie County Agricultural Society, helped found the Buf-

falo and Erie County Historical Society, and served as a 

trustee of Forest Lawn Cemetery (NR listed 1985). Al-

len also maintained a special interest in domestic archi-

tecture and landscape architecture and corresponded 

with Andrew Jackson Downing on these subjects. In 

1852, he published one of the newly popular Ameri-

can architectural pattern books of the sort that 

Downing had pioneered. Allen's Rural Architecture 

was read throughout the country. Practical minded 

Americans appreciated its emphasis on functional 

improvements to the home. "The plans and direc-

tions submitted in this book are intended to be of the 

most practical kind," proclaimed Allen. (2) "The 

printed architectural book, whether a sophisticated 

treatise or a modest builders' manual, is now recog-

nized as a significant factor in the history of build-

ings," observes architectural historian Daniel D. Re-

iff. (3) Allen also took an avid interest in the nascent 

discipline of landscape architecture, and as a trustee 

of Forest Lawn Cemetery, he played an influential 

role in the creation of the rural style landscape there. 

It was at Allen's suggestion that the cemetery trus-

tees consulted Adolph Strauch of Cincinnati to lay 

out a significant portion of the cemetery. 

 

     Another early settler who would leave his mark 

on the district was Thomas Day. Day came to Buffa-

lo in 1823. In anticipation of the completion of the 

canal and the increase in local building that it would 

create, Day established the first brick kiln here. By 

the mid-1850s, he was one of the leading citizens of 

the new community, much of which had been built 

with his bricks. In 1854, Day donated a portion of 

the farm land he owned for a residential square. Lo-

cated at the western end of Allen Street, Day's Park, 

as it is known today, is one of the important land-

scape features of Allentown. Thirty years later, Fred-

erick Law Olmsted would slightly redesign Day's 

Park. 

 

     A third significant early land owner in the district 

was Judge Ebenezer Walden (1877-1857). Walden, 

like Allen, came to Western New York from Massa-

chusetts. He arrived here in 1806, after being admit-

ted to the legal profession. In 1809, Walden, who 

would be mayor in 1838-1839, purchased a large 

tract of land adjacent to Allen's property. On the 

high ground near the present intersection of Dela-

ware Avenue and North Street that was part of his 

holdings, Timothy Dwight, the great educator and 

president of Yale College, stood in 1804 to sketch 

the view which he included in his travel book. "The 

lake opens in boundless view," he said, "and pre-
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1856, Wadsworth established Wadsworth Park 

(present Arlington Place) as a private real estate ven-

ture, from time to time selling off house lots around 

the central tree-shaded lawn to different individuals. 

(The frame house at No. 60 is one of the city's best 

examples of a Gothic Revival board and batten 

"Bracketed Cottage." It was built in 1867 by a carpen-

ter for his own dwelling.) Although he had intended 

to erect a fence around the common park space with 

gates at the street entrances--in the manner of Gra-

mercy Park in New York City--these apparently were 

never put in place. The tranquil little square was from 

its earliest days left freely accessible to the public. (5)  

 
1  The name honored a Native American tribe that is said to have frequented the area. 

2 Lewis F. Allen, Rural Architecture. Being a Complete Description of Farm Houses, Cottages, and Out Buildings (New York: 

C. M. 

Saxton, 1852), xiv. 

3 Daniel D. Reiff, Houses from Books: Treatises, Pattern Books, and Catalogs in American Architecture, 1738-1950: A History 

and Guide. (State Park, PA: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2000), 1. 

4 Dwight, Timothy. Travels in New England and New York. Reprint of original 1823 edition, 4 vols., (Cambridge, MA: The 

MIT Press, 1969), iv, 45. 

sents in a perfect manner the blending of unlimited 

waters with the sky.” (4) Walden continued to buy 

and sell property in all parts of Buffalo and eventu-

ally amassed a fortune here from land speculation 

and farming. 

     Another city mayor, James Wadsworth, is re-

membered in the district by a street that bears his 

name. A New England lawyer who came to Buffalo 

in the early nineteenth century to seek his fortune, 

Wadsworth promoted the fortunes of railroads that 

began to link the city with the Eastern Seaboard 

starting in the early 1840s. He also speculated in 

land, as did so many businessmen at the time. In 

By Christopher Brown 

 

I     The revised Allentown Historic District bounda-

ries as defined in its new National Register of Historic 

Places nomination were fully approved in December 

by the State Historic Preservation Office after a de-

tailed review. The final version of the nomination 

contains revisions made since the draft was approved 

by the State Historic Preservation Review Board. The 

revised nomination includes minor changes to the nar-

rative as well as enhanced information about every 

structure in Allentown, such as year of initial con-

struction.  As The Neighbor went to press, the nomi-

nation  was expected to receive imminent approval by 

the keeper of the National Register at the National 

Park Service in Washington, D.C.   

     The new Allentown boundaries contain approxi-

mately 1,300 structures, including about 320 that will 

be newly added to the National Register of Historic 

Places. The vast majority of the newly-listed struc-

tures are located on Delaware Ave. and streets be-

tween Delaware and Main St.  Among other benefits, 

these properties will be eligible for the state Historic 

Homeownership Rehabilitation Tax Credit. Owner-

occupied residential structures in Allentown may 

qualify for the tax incentive for rehabilitation work 

performed on them. The credit will cover 20 percent  

of qualified rehabilitation costs, up to a credit value 

of $50,000. At least $5,000 must be expended on 

qualifying 

work and at 

least 5% of the 

total project must be spent on the building’s exterior. 

     The final step in reconciling the disparate local 

and National Register Allentown Historic District 

boundaries created over 30 years ago will be to make 

minor revisions to the local Buffalo district 

(approximately 40 properties), to be pursued once the 

National Register listing process is complete. After 

being approved by the National Register,  the Allen-

town Historic District  nomination will be available 

to read or download from the State Historic Preserva-

tion Office website. Homeowners seeking infor-

mation about the NYS Historic Homeownership Re-

habilitation Tax Credits can visit the SHPO website 

at www.nysparks.com. 

   Christopher Brown is a preservation writer and 

former Allentown Association president. 

Preservation  News 

New Allentown boundaries set for the National Register 
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An Allentown Almanac 

    Barbara Hart was elected a vice president of the Allentown Association by the Board of Directors on 

Jan. 10. The position was left vacant at the annual meeting in November. She is owner of the Studio Hart 

gallery at 65 Allen St. and chairperson of the Association’s First Fridays Committee. 

   Thanks to, Joe Fell, Caitlin Crowell, Ed Castine, Jim Horn and H.M. Bateman for putting up Christ-

mas wreaths along Allen St. 

    Officials at the Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site aren’t saying much, but we hear reliably the Teddy 

is close to its $1- million goal to finance its site expansion, including demolition of the adjacent bank build-

ing, ground work and program additions.   


