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What the 2010 Census;

tells about Allentown

By RICHARD R. HAYNES :
The Allentown population is steadily acquiring a moress
affluent profile, with fewer children, fewer senior citizensg
and more adults in the key incoraarning 3%0-64 age
bracket, according to a review of U.S. Census data.
There's also a trend toward more singbeupant house&
holds, a greater portion of workers in managerial and pr§
fessional occupations, and a slowly growing segment of
adults with at least a bachelor's degree. :
At the same time, the neighborhood population has A view of the neighborhood from Delaware Avenue
shrunk by about 9 percent in the 20 years from 1990 to |goking northwest.
2010, mirroring the general trend in Western New York.
Here are some specifics of what the 2010 Census Onl2¥60q | e8% + Wa®e odamepared
shows: wi L Bi B0@hd%i & 990
There were 3,380 people in the neighborhood, 1,898 But 460 Mi% q wer 8 Bionhidhle
mal e sl4 8fBe@maT hesst dowrB7 Ab@anp lecarini ngp YIWMBE0 GMI%i @990

20@m3B 1iI0m 990 And attent iTomerbearweorwan enresar |l vy
OniB¥4q abGuy wede youomeanbdyBtsOoq i n t he 204084 caggory.d ul t
wi L Bi &89 Rmad000 Continued on Page 10
H ¥ Home values are up, but by how much?
- 3 By RICHARD R. HAYNES A But not many prope
T T Realtors say Allentown is a very stronghe market, so the number of sales is low.
‘ Magsf’?i‘f.gggiow‘ 3 but unusual real estate market: "Allentown is a strong, appreciating
—— Avalues are quite high on renovated market," said James Mack of Gurney,
homes on "premier” streets. Becker & Bourne, who's been selling real
A There are stil | estt@ e dor Z6Seapsn homes i n
need of restoration, especially on the He cited 168 North St. as an example:
southern and western periphery of the | sold it in 1990 for $202,000," he said.
neighborhood. Since then, it's sold three more times, for

AR I A Many homes in dspsp008,ehan $290,600, @nd théni N g
34 North Pearl. listed at purchased, fixed up, and resold at prices$340,000.
$374,900, sold in 10 days. thatearn a profit for the owners. Continued on Page 8

For quick updates on what 6s happeningThe
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State to extend historic renovation tax credits
Homeowners eligible to save 20% of the cost of repairs through 2019

State incomdax credits that will ~ Along with minor filing fees, there's t i e s 71 $&million. Work a |
pay for 20% of the cost of repair and paperwork that involves detailing the on commercial properties is also eligi-
restoration work on homes and com- scope of the work, taking befeamd  ble for a 20% federal tax credit, for a
mercial properties in historic districts after pictures, and submitting more combined 40% incentive.
like Allentown will be extended until paperwork if the job encounters obsta- It is these tax credits that have made
the end of 2019, under Gov. Andrew cles that require a miday change in  big restoration projects such as the Ho-
Cuomo's budget proposal. plans. tel Lafayette possible. But

They had been due to expire atthe There are sev- they also have had an im-
end of 2014. eral area architec- pact in Allentown. The

The State Legislature is expected tmiral firms that can Kissling Interests and Elli-
approve the fear extensions. plan an eligible cott Development have

They are incredibly importantto  project and execut: taken advantage of them in
Allentown. Because renovation here the paperwork. If a upgrading apartment
has to comply with the Secretary of th@b is going to be buildings in the neighbor-
Interior's standards for historic properextensive, that's hood.

ti,ebBe cost of wo rundogbtedly the e Extension of the com-

t han yamrdmalhe t ax besrwaylto gp,s mercial tax credits was

pensate even though pro- : included in Cuomo's initial
The residenti al fessiomakfaes willv = budget proposal in Janu-

“

t he New Yor k St atreducHthesneteay
ownership Rehabiliintgast i on ; = S
can total up to $50,000. (That's 20% of | n 3tpH eu SState incometax credits for

. ary, but the residential
~ credits were inadvertently
omitted. The residential

$250,000 worth of work.) year s t h agktordtibh®f hikt6ri€ Homes credits were put back in
Nearly anything a homeowner denti al 'm@a‘h 8 1Bt tol ANeBt&vN. after groups such as the
needs to fix or restore is covered: have been in ef- Preservation League of

porches, floors, windows, doors, stair§, e, 8 2d®p pl i cat i ons NMewVYak Shae,Presevaiion Buffalo

kitchen cabinets, chimneys, roofs, pr oved s1 4i8ne wB udféf edibgara and The Allentown Associa-

plumbing, heating and air conditioningnost i n. t he st at etionnoticedthe omission.

lighting and electrical. The commerci al i nForedetdils on leoth ingentives, gd | e
The work has to be preapprovedby he New Yor k St attewiwanyspatks.cord/shpo ariri click-

the State Historic Preservation Officegr am f or | nc o me Pon @rax«&CreditiPrpgrams.o per -

*

GREAT AMERICAN

:CLEANUP

Cleanup needs volunteers

The Associationds Beau
ing its annual litter pickup-21 a.m. Saturday, April
27, as part of the nationwide Great American Cleanup
campaign.

Allen West Festival marks 15th yeFr
The Association's Allen West Festival, which marks ifs
15th year this June 8 and 9, expects to host more than 50
food and craft vendors on Allen and Wadsworth streets

"It seems not so long ago, we had the first festival wi

ofvéndofs ! daifl @retc%é’n BBbe! chafr 6f the fstivaill

"No one had tents, it poured rain on Sunday, and every
got soaked!"

Potential vendors can download an application at

KEEP
BEAU‘.’ I'.FU.L

ith
ag-
bne

Volunteers are asked to show up at Association
offices, 14 Allen St., at 9 a.m. with brooms or rakes.
Plastic trash bags will be provided.

Coffee and doughnuts will be available.

Consider it a neighborly way to get some exercise

www.allentown.org.
Volunteers are also needed.

ways does an

Grobe said.

"Melissa Dayton, who &
amazing job,
iWe al ways ne

it a fun experience, plus a great way to meet new friendp.

do some good, and meet some new people.
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Addi ng members, revenues
Association aims to ramp up member service, neighborhood advocacy

By RICHARD R. HAYNES
The executive committee of The Allentown Associg
tion has set some ambitious strategic goals for the ye:
The aim is to greatly heighten the visibility and awa
ness of the Association, to create new ongoing revent
that would eventually support fiime staff, and to pro-
vide a fundamentally higher level of services to the res = W A A 5
dents and businesses of the neighborhood.
Here are the goals by category and a brief explanation Gyow individual membership by 30%. Action: Con-
of progress on each one: tinuing effort.Some residents seem to know little about the

A Housing and Historic FREsBchtfohof Rhatit B0ds to promote and protect Allen-

Have an Allentown representative appointed to the i, Hopefully, a more aggressive outreach will convince
Buffalo Preservation Board. Action: Awaiting mayoral  many of them to join.

decision After considering several candidates, the Associa-pyiye $20,000 in incremental revenue from institu-
tion has asked Mayor Byron Brown to appoint Don Gilbg{bnal and individual members. Action: In the worksDi-
a former Association vice president who has an impressjé@tors hope that corporations with major stakes in the
resume, including coach of the Hamilton Tiger Cats of thgsighborhood can be convinced to support the Association
Canadian Football League and executive in charge of trgjjn substantial donations, and that members can be made
ing at Delta Sonic Car Wash Inc. He has restored buildiRgssee the value in increasing their dues level above the
in the neighborhood, so he has some knowledge of howH\§imum.
Preservation Board operates. A Neighborhood advocacy
A Community and Member S €Hedlirl désf®y§ work on Allen Street improvements.
Establish regular weekly hours at the Association  Action: In the worksThis is big. There's about $5.5 million
office. Action: Done Andrew Eisenhardt, the paftme available for redesign and reconstruction of Allen Street,
executive director, is now in the office every Tuesday 11anq several Association directors are in frequent dialog
AM to 6 PM. He also works other scattered hours, someyiith city officials and engineers, Buffalo Niagara Medical
times at the office, sometimes from home. But now ment=ampus planners, and others about the project. Design
bers have an assured time frame for contacting him.  york should be completed this summer, and a neighbor-
Institute new-resident information packets.Action:  hood information session should be scheduled soon.
In the worksThe Association will send every new home- Apply for a New York Main Street Grant. Action:
owner a package of information about the neighborhoodp|anned, but award is not certaidministered by the
about historic district requirements, and about the AssoGgste Office of Community Renewal, these grants for a

tion, along with a membership application. minimum of $50,000 will provide matching funds for the
A Communication o renovation of mixeesed buildings and up to $15,000 for
Establish a new logo/branding for the Association.  streetscape improvements.

Action: Stay tunedl'here may be a contest with a cash Formally engage with all local elected representa-

prize that would be publicized to graphic arts students afiges in 2013 Action: PlannedAssaciation officers are
the artistic community to replace the circled "A" logo. going to meet with the mayor, the three council members

Re-launch the web site Action: In the worksThe who represent portions of the neighborhood, the council
www.allentown.org site isn't bad, but it needs an upgradgesident, our county legislator and probably others, to im-
in both design and technology. press upon them the needs and expectations of this key part

A Membership of the city.

Implement new membership system and member- A Event s

ship materials. Action: In the worksCurrently records are  pyive $10,000 in new revenue from eventgction:
kept on Excel, but director Laine Walnicki is researchingp|anned initiatives around the Association's 50th anniver-
more sophisticated software for tracking members, donoggry are in the works. (See story on Page 7.) And a Friday

and volunteers. New outreach materials will be preparetfternoon farmers market in Elmwood Park in front of the
Adult Learning Center is under consideration.
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Neighborhood news notes . . .

First Fridays gets $4,000 grant while walking a dog, would volunteer to pick up the occa-
The Allentown First Fridays Gallery Walk, the monthigional odd trash that blows around. Cimended dog

event that showcases the neighborhood's arts and cultuf¥lkers can email him at: allentownlandscape@gmail.com.

and boosts business at Allen Street's bars and restauraffeash Police Academy scheduled

well, received $4,000 from the Arts Niagara/Erie Decen- A free Youth Police Academy for 7th and 8th graders

tralization Program. That program is funded by the Newwijl| be held at Police Headquarters, 74 Franklin St., 8:30

York State Council on the Arts with the support of the ga¥m. to 3 p.m., Saturday, March 23. Topics include social

ernor and State Legislature, and is administered by Artsmedia crimes, bullying, drug prevention and healthy life-

Services Initiative of Western New York. Gallery Walk isstyles. Breakfast, lunch and snacks are provided. Each stu-

headed by Association director Barbara Hart. For informgent gets a completion certificate and community service

tion on each month's activities, go to: credit. Enrollment is limited to 100. Applications, which
www. firstfridaysallentown.com. must be in by March 18, are available from school princi-
How to fight slumlords citywide? pals or by calling 858523. Association director Bob Fink

Patty Macdonald, president of the Kleinhans CommulS on the Citizens Advisory Group to the Police Commis-
nity Association, is trying to organize a brainstorming se8loner, which sponsors the academy.
sion for block clubs citywide to fight slumlords. Police, Architectural Historians to see Allentown
building inspectors and housing court work hard, she says,Buffalo's architectural treasures will get some profes-
but are swamped with calls and hamstrung by inadequatgonal ogling when the Society of Architectural Historians
laws. Her idea is to come up with a plan for legislation ttholds its 66th annual conference in town Aprit4)
bring to the Common Council. Contact her on her cell atallentown is the center of two events during the confer-
(484) 5574064 or by email at pattymacwny@gmail.comence: A tour of Kleinhans Music Hall and a tour of the

Dates set for bulk trash collections neighborhood. The Kleinhans tour on the afternoon of
Spring bulk trash collections are coming up. Pickups YWednesday, April 10, will be led by Christopher Brown,
may not coincide with your regular weekday garbage da‘9’,h0 is on thc_e boards of both The A[Ientown Assouatlon
so put trash out on these Sundays: June 2 in the Fillmordnd the music hall; Theodore Lownie of Hamilton Houston
District, which most of Allentown is in; April 21 in Niag- Lownie Architects on Allen Street; and Denise Prince, an
ara; April 7 in Ellicott. No paints, chemicals, hazardous associate professor at Erie Community College. Besides
waste or tires. You can drop off up to 4 tires at the Broa&€ing in the historic district, the music hall is separately
way Garage, 197 Broadway, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturdéiy%ed as a National Historic Landmark. The neighborhood

not yet been scheduled by the county; call-8860 after Martin Wachadlo, the architectural historian hired by the
mid-April to find out about them. Association to do the research necessary to get the eastern

. s half of the neighborhood into the National Historic District
Can dog walkers pICk up more_t_ha_n POO0: _under last year's "One Allentown" initiative. Most confer-
Max Stephan, who heads the Beautification Committggce activities are limited to registered attendees. But some
had a brainstorm about picking up litter on residential  5r¢ open to the public at reduced fees. For information, go
streets this winter. He's hoping one person on each stregj, www.sah.org and click on the conferences link.

The Decker Agency, Inc. Hamlin House

7%66‘2%66 432 Franklin Street
(@I Your Neighborhood 885-8084

Insurance Agency . Open for Lunch Mon-Thurs 11:00-3:00
37 Elmwood Ave., Buffalo Buffalo Niagara Friday Fish Fry 11:00-9:00

883-1455 Medical Campus Su;day Breal;fasto9:00T1:00
JO ANN DECKER anquets, ny uccasion
CPCU, CIC, AAI, CPIW, DAE www.bnme.org Accommodates 225

All Forms of Insurance |
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Landscape grants available to hide gas meters

By PETE CARROLL

You can receive up to $500 to car
ouflage outdoor gas meters in front o
property in Allentown or any other
city historic district in Buffalo.

With spring just around the corner
now is the time to plan your beautifi-
cation effort to conceal unsightly gas
meters with landscaping, using plant:
or materials such as wood or metal, ¢
a combination of these.

The grants are for up to $200 on &
singlefamily house, and up to $400
for a residential building of 2, 3 or 4
units with multiple gas meters. A
matching grant is available for incom
-producing properties not owner

occupied, with an allocation of $50 p'cr :

meter and a maximum of $500.

If a gas meter has been installedoh hes e | i

your property and is visible from the

e S

. -
g —
" 'ﬁ"s R4 N
- ~,
"$~ -

o e
have
i tos

donot
k e

You

street, you may apply for a grant. The ~ To qualify, application must be
grants are awarded by The Allentownmade before landscaping begins.

Association, which manages the funds ©One option is available through

AR

liness of gas meters so long as the
technical guidelines, available on The
Al'l entown Associ at.i
to www.allentown.org, scroll down to
Gas Meter Grant for the application

and guidelines.

The guidelines were set by Na-
tional Fuel to ensure safety and access
to the meters. Application forms may
be downloaded from the website or
obtained by contacting the Association
at 14 Allen St., Buffalo, NY 14202,
email allentown@bfn.org, telephone
(716) 8811024.

If you have questions, contact the
Allentown Association, or Caitlin Cro-
well at clcrowell@gmail.com or Paul
Carroll at pcbonjoura@gmail.com.

0 Thé Asdddiation hae @lr€adyo f
awakdadvabout @3 ghaat$1fér Baimou-
flaging gas meters.

National Fuel has a continuing pro-
gram to replace lowypressure gas me-
ters in basements with higiressure

provided by the National Fuel Gas CdJrban Roots Community Garden Cenmmneters outside.

Foundation, and reviews applicationster, 312 Rhode Island St., which will

If you are contacted by National

for grants for any city historic district. Work with you to select and install apye| or a contractor for the gas com-
propriate plants at a fixed fee of $25 pany to relocate your gas meters out-
are: Hamlin Park, Linwood, Delawarefor the first shrub and $10 for any ad-sjde, contact the Association or one of
West Village, 500 block of Main St., ditional shrub, with no ufront, outof jts representatives named above for
Joseph Ellicott, Theater, Cobblestone’Pocket cost to you. Other options in-advice on what to do. You may be able
and Genesee Gateway historic dis- clude hiring your own landscaper or tg find an alternative to the location
tricts. Grants are also available for dedoing the work yourself and submit- syggested by the gas company, such as

Besides Allentown, the districts

ignated landmarks not in historic dis-
tricts.

ting receipts for reimbursement.

on the side of your residence rather

Property owners may use plants Othan in front.
other materials to mitigate the unsight-

Susan Lenahan,

CRS, CBR

Associate Broker
2007-2012 Agent of the Year

Petel}'l'(]m

Real Estate
431 Delaware Ave., Bulf
falo
susielenahan@gmail.com
www.susanlenihan.com
Your City Expert!

COMAND

Websites, content management
and custom business solutions.

110 Elmwood Ave - 1-800-598-0869
www.comandsolutions.com

MAX STEPHAN, Owner

; ) Residential & Commercial
Landscape Design & Installation

716.998.9459
www allentownlandscape.com
.~ allentownlandscape@gmail.com
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Calendar of Springtime Events

Allendale Theater, 203 Allen St. Theatre of Youth pre- March 10, 2:30 p.m.; Béla Fleck, banjo, March 16, 8 p.m.,
sents fAThe Borrowerso by Marmrogh No*t,t oh:;,3Gdm.pm.e;d ffkadedlhiec
by Charles Way, recommended for ages 7 and up, Marchwislinist, John Adams, Brahms, Dvorak, March 23, 8 p.m.,
and March 22 at 7 p. m., MaMarhc R 22 &a,n d2 :23%0 apg. . pfi R c Himairei
sical Adventures of FIl at SG&Goadanl Raghtmaniboff, Apri Smi®:8Chaym., Adrill6,e8p.m.Mc D ¢
ald, based on the book AFI &itm SBraind leman ,bypiderfifs tBramwd ,s irre

mended for all ages, May 10 at 7 p.m., May 11,12, 18, 19Ex pr ess o0 Apr i | 14, 2 p. m. i Si
June 1, 2, 8, 9 at 2 p.m. For information and tickets, call 884cademy of Visual and Performing Arts, April 17, 7 p.m.;
4400, see www.theatreofyouth.org. iMozartdés Requiem, 0 Mahler, N

Allentown Association 14 Allen St. Board of Directors 21, 2: 30 p. m.; fAJazz Composer
meeting, March 12, April 9, May 14, 7 p.m. For informationk @t €, 0 musi cal i n concert wit
call 8811024 or see www.allentown.org. p.m. . Music g f Led Zeppelin,o

. . ,Wolf,() May 1 2:30 p.m.; WnAETr
Art Dialogue Gallery, 1 Linwood Ave., Tuesday to Fri- p ops, 0 with Buffalo Philhar mo

day, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Juried a.m., May 25, 8 p.m. Far tickets, caII EBBOO or see
8

member sdé6 exhibition, tradifg/hy %db%fb wWorKs, to Marct
modern works, March 22 to April 19; Buffalo Niagara Arts )
Association, May 3 to June 7. For information call- 2251 Quaker Bonnet Eatery,175 Allen St. Vibrant watercol-

ors by Roberta Bolt, March; graphic photography by Simon

Of see wnyag.com. Faber April; multi edlab Aspire artists, M
Bettyodos ,redt@uVYiamgi ni a St . p&”ﬁ”l y % R %y

Spark Within, o works by st u&“Ban':fe'éde”@qdm@u?rﬁﬁm?tqlLe')?%‘: %\49@%h8t an
Amherst school for children and young adults with autlsmsTueSday through Friday 10 to 5, Saturdays by appomtment
and other developmental disabilities. The Four Woodmans, 0 various

DaV|d Mann, new paintings, April 23 to May 24; Katherine
Buffalo Big Print gallery, 78 Allen St. Monday through P 9s, 1P Y

Sehr, drawings, May 28 to June 28. For information calt 882
Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Oil pastels by Adele Cohen. For:-,777

information call 8841777. , ,
. ReTree Buffalo, meeting at the Wadsworth Street side
College Street Gallery 244 Allen St., Wednesday 10 Fri-gnrance of First Presbyterian Church, April 13, 9 a.m., to

day, 5 to 8 p.m. Saturday by appointment. Works by 20 a”ﬁ%?ht trees throughout Allentown
in co-op. Open mic for musicians, poets and writers, Thurs- Rust Belt Books 202 Allen St. UB March 1 and
days from 7 to 9 p.m. For information call 88883. Rust Belt Books 202 Allen St. UB poetry, March 1 an

i i i i April 4, 8 p.m.; Tangential poetry reading, March 28, 6:30
First Friday Gallery Tours, Allentown galleries will .m.; Backroom book sale, $5 a bag, April 1. Poetry reading
have extended evening hours, some with new exhibits and,ygteq by Alex Skelton, April 6, 7 p.m.; Theater by Brazen

receptions, March 8, Aprll 5, May 3. For details, go to Faced Varlets, May 2,3,4,9, 10, 11, 16, 17, 18, 8 p.m. For
wwws.firstfridaysallentown.org. information call 885535.

Indigo gallery, 74 Allen St., Tuesday to Friday, noon t0 5, gydio Hart, 65 Allen St. Tuesday through Saturday, 11 to
Saturday, noon to 3. fiReap#panneBakbr! sCulpture, ﬁﬂ?HS%Z?deyH;nEOYIQG 0bs

tions in paper by Peter Sowiski, Marc{810 ; A T h e %(e%rEhWérl& ABrlf For mformatlon call 58337.
Peresephone 11,06 smal/l (‘)3l

or
call 9849572 Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Slte (Wilcox Mansio)
641 Delaware Ave. Hours, Monday to Friday, 10 a.m. to 5

Karpeles Manuscript Library Museum, 220 North St. 1y . Saturday and Sunday, noon to 5 p.m. Behind the Scenes
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily except Mondays, 19th CenturyCIagslu ratoros Tours: AAThe 5 Ws W

infor

cal Composers, through April. For information, call 8886. v | ¢ o x ,0 March 14, 2 p.m.; Cu
Kleinhans Community Association,meeting, First Pres-p . m. ; Souvenirs and Stories f
byterian Church, March 13, 6:30 p.m. tion, May 8, 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.; Dressing at Downton Abbey

Kleinhans Music Hall, Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra; (€@ and fashion show, April 13, 1 p.m. Call for reservations,
Kat hl een Battle, fAUnder gr ofPHh0ESREEWWWISILAI An Evening of
Spirituals, o March 8, 8 p. mThequarSriy Ggehdyr of Gwertsisgdmpiléd bywPete h  Si r
Friends, o March 9, 8 p . m. ; Caifiold &méagl submisgonsuanhimaatnpdbonfouraiderad.com. wi t
African-American Cultural Center dancers and drummers,



The Allentown Neighbor / Spring 2013 Page 7

Dinner, art contest, gala set for 50th anniversary

By JONATHAN WHITE On Aug. 2 the Association will host a juried exhibit of
To mark the milestone of The Allentown Association's\llentown-themed art with awards for local artists and an
50 years of service to BuOdpénHouwsewith compkneertarytdiingstamdhadrscd'ogu€ i g
hood, the 50th Anniversary Committee of the Associatiogres. This fun, interactive event will be part of August's
has planned several events throughout the year beginnifgst Friday Allentown Gallery Walk and the Infringement

in April with the annual Spring Dinner. Festival. It will free and open to the public, and
The Spring Dinner has been set for n in addition to the art exhibition, will feature in-
April 16 at Cocods (A\ 0 formé&ive Postiera tha highlight the achieve-
St. between Allen and Virginia. Held eaq 4 = ments of the Association.
year on a Tuesday in April, the Spring e On Saturday, Sept. 28, the official Allentown
Dinner is a chance for members and g Association 50th Anniversary Gala will be held
friends of the Association to get togethert . m at the Twentieth Century Club of Buffalo, 595
socially for dinner and updates on the Delaware Ave. This black tie optional event will
activities of the Association. @ @ include a upscale dinner and entertainment.
The cost of the buffet dinner is set at * = Tickets will be $75 per person or $140 a couple.
$20, the same price it has been for the A silent auction and basket raffle will be in-

past several years. Also, as in years past, a cash bar witlaged with exciting prizes for attendees to bid on or enter

available. Cocktails will begin at 6:30 p.m. with dinner atin a raffle. The elegant ambiance of the Twentieth Century

7:00 p.m. Club is the perfect setting to celebrate the longevity of the
Guests will be free to mingle and to enjoy the buffet afssociation. Weather permitting, the evening will begin

any time during the evening and to sit or stand ratherthgni t h cocktails in the cl ubéos

be called to the buffet table by table. The traditional split  If you would like to help sell tickets for the Gala, we

club drawing as well as a Chinese raffle will remain as welcome everyone to do so. Please contact us at@34

popular features of the evening. or al@notcoamtome tf or ti ckets and
The second weekend of June will see a hignefile Look for more information
Allen West Festival with banners across Allen Streetand i t e T and mark the dates

other new elements added to highlight the anniversary. filese events. We hope all members will join in celebrating

len West runs concurrent with the Jur@ Bllentown Art  this testament to 50 years of hard work and dedication
Festival.

The Allentown Association. Mar ki ng 50 Years of Service to Buff

Incorporated in 1963 as a 501(c)3 charitablefapprofit  neighborhood; to encourage historic preservation and
community organization. Our Mission Statemélfie only property maintenance; to promote appropriate business
purpose of The Allentown Association is to serve its comdevelopment; to fight crime, and to protect and enhance

munity. It does that through efforts to beautify the Al l entownds unique urban aml
OFFICERS: DIRECTORS:

President: Ed Castine Chris Brown, Caitlin Crowell, Sandra Semienski, Haynes, Holly Holdaway,

Vice presidents:Brian Pete Carroll, Steve Earnhart, Adam Sokol, Max Stephen,  Matt Ryan, Elizabeth Licata

Gould, Barbara Hart, Bob Fink, Gretchen Grobe, Brad Wales, Laine Walnicki

Jonathan White Mark McGovern, Executive Director:

Treasurer: Matthew Moscati  Ekua MendsAidoo, Ex-officio (non voting): Andrew Eisenhardt

Secretary: Josh Wilson Leon Rung, Melissa Dayton, Richard

The Allentown Neighbor

The newsletter is published quarterly; mailed to members and others, and distributed for free at retail venues in Allenfown.

Editor: Richard R. Haynes, email: rhaynes15@aol.com
Advertising: Andrew Eisenhardt, allentown@bfn.org, (716)-8824
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BNAR SaleS data may no Median Allentown Sale Prices
tell the whole story

Continued from Page 1 200,000 \\

Or 121 College St. "I've sold it three times," he said, | 150,000 A —
"for $60,000, $120,000 and $190,000." 100.000 41— -

He said the Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus is al- '
ready boosting home values and rents as workers therg 50,000

—F

seek nearby places to live. He expects the impact to be 0 . . . . .
greater once the UB Medical School opens on Main Street 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
across from Allen.

Mark W. DiGiampaolo of M.J. Peterson Real Estate = Singles & Condos 2-3-4 Units

said he paid $63,000 in 1998 for his house at 38 North
Pearl St. "I've put about $100,000 into it," he said, and es-
timates it's now worth $300,000. ;

"North Pearl is now a $300,000 street headed for The Number of Sales Izirlgkavi/ 2 .3.4
$400,000 rapidly," he said. "The north block of North Condos  Units
Pearl is also coming up."

Despite examples like these, hosaes data from the
Buffalo Niagara Association of Realtors don't seem to
show an absolute upward trend for the neighborhood. (Se(e\,
the accompanying graphic.) Median sale prices of single
family homes and condominiums rose in 2008, fell in
2009, rose in 2010, fell in 2011, and rose in 2012. Gn 2
4 unit homes, the pattern is steadier: Up in 2008, down i
2009, and up in the following years.

"l think the numbers are deceptive," Mack said. "For A 49 Plymout h, bought in 2
one thing, there are not a lot of sales." Residents seem teold in 2011 for $145,000.
love living in Allentown, he said. "People with jobs tend A -204Plymouth, bought in 2010 for $378,400, minor
to stay i.Youh'tdome éh oanelso't oepaird madensold/ire 2011 for $425,000.

So in a2yky whleihkse migyoesdos El sewhere ik Altlidndt powrssi bl
and8nul ti ples were sold 71si ag ble0i@O®r of esal esupt fHheaht
bottom of the scale can skew the data. Allentown's medi&300,000 for it if it has a driveway," DiGiampaolo said.
sales price of singles/condos last year was $148,000, com-These kinds of deals illustrate to neighbors and poten-
pared with $130,000 countywide. O824 unit Allentown tial buyers that they, too, could spend money renovating
homes, the median was $140,250. homes and not fear they won't get the value out if they sell.

Laura M. Kostek of Realty USA said she thinks the And they help boost comps when banks consider making
fluctuations show that in some years more people are buyptortgages or homgnprovement loans.
ing houses that need a lot of work. Kostek said that with interest rates so low, mortgages

"More people want to live in the city now," she said, are cheap and money in the bank isn't earning much, so
citing suburban empty nesters and young professionals. many people see the opportunity to invest in property that

She says there's demand not just for homes in Allen- they can make a profit on. The state's Historic Homeowner
townut in areas around Al ITexrCteditisran imponthnt incentipedocséck ressoratiohs as e
newal on the West Si de anwell¢SeesswonybnePage 2.)

Al |l erst owerst ern edge T t hDeGiampaelanotedfthattprioperty Kealuesi are bpawitheout
Community Ascdawidatnigorst r e etthse sruecihg halso rPH egoedn thranvafdinearug d
mouth that were brought iinhg itthHe SdaétdosAilgicait @avini git e $ «
are seeing some important restorations: the people in the 1960s who bought houses for $6,000 or

A 91 PI ymout h, bought i nl e2b0sll 0i ef voerd $i2nl ,'s OhGeCo, thaenn dgnhbédogr aha
sold in 2011 for $180,000. t he hard wor Kwowdbe soplsased.t at i o |

R
rimg

2008 16 23
2009 32 23
2010 21 15
2011 21 12

OURCE: Buffalo Niagara Association of Realtors
ata excludes sales off the Multiple Listing System, such as sale by owner.
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NConvent
to rise on
Main Street

Two years from now, a $100 mil-
lion medical office building will open
at 1001 Main St. between Goodrich : ] : s
and High streets, directly across the FEES ‘ ] = : l]IIHH]tl
from Allentown's AllenNorth block. - = : il

Ciminelli Real Estate Corp. has
already started remedial work on the [
site, which is now a parking lot, and
expects to break ground on the build-F — g - = , — _
ing this year. Ciminedtlordys WConventuso medical o

Women and Children’s Hospital  |atest structure slated for the Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus.
outpatient surgery center and UBMD,
a physicians group associated with the

University at Buffalo, are anchor ten- The *story building, to‘be named . ﬁ It o s very warm an
ants. ' ~C_onvehnt usél, ot f?h Lahbtnll'tm nrt a wm , nee asmaii ndg a"ra
coming together," and root of the worbtbski.
the%\ge()r%%gqﬁgg(\;%ﬁ)mg|(r:1(g);ntr(1)et(r:1te ficonventiono will ThabBrieCountydDAwidrean-s of

new UB Medical School that will go underground parking with 318 spacesider tax inducements for the project at

up at Allen and High streets, to the Its deS|gn by Kldeney Architects, its March m(_aetlng, after failing to ap-
planned ad,j ac;ent c|§ 0b IthanmutH'ee_bruar,y.d’hecbmldangt h a
will ge transparent an3 wer'I? ae- is slated to open in 2015 and will be

and to the existing UB Research Insti- ;
tute on Addictions across Goodrich SP! igned with neutral colors. the largest private development on the
Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus.

Womends gift shop, juice bea

BY PETE CARROLL The vice consulate is a branch of the consulate general
Among new businesses in AllentowrAEasso Moon in New York, providing governmental services to Italian

at 260 Allen St., offeri rigzenwin Westerd New &¥drko It alsd progides leseowsan 1y

cessories and unusual gifts. Italian, translation and interpreting. Hours are 1 to 5 p.m.

Lindsey Hicks moved the store in January from dowweekdays and by appointment. Phone:-8686. Web-
town Lockport, where it had been located for 19 years, #ite: www.viceconsolatobuffalo.com. Email:
last two under his ownership. viceconsolatobuffalo@gmail.com.

The shop is a cross between mall stores Hot Topic andwalter Medical Inc., in business since 2006, has
New Age Creation, with band-3hirts and sweatshirts  moved to 87 Allen St. The firm, headed by Walter Wolan-
among other things, he says. Hours are 9 a.m. to 9 p.nski, designs and produces medical devices that provide
seven days a week. Find it on Facebook or phone 882 spinal support for people with back problems. The com-
6666 (882MOON), or check it out at pany works with physicians and chiropractors, workers
www.picassomoonfashion.com. compensation and health insurers. Phone: (888) 611

It's in the space formerly occupied Baw Prints by  9258. Website: www.waltemedical.com.
Penny & Co.,the dog grooming and dog day care center, Code Blue,a juice bar offering fresh juices and
which is now in the same building, around the corner osmoothies as well as sandwiches, has opened at 23 Allen
the Days Park side. St. at North Pearl St. It is owned by Dechantelle Lloyd.

The Vice Consulate of Italy,a welcome addition to  Winter hours are Tuesday through Saturday, noon to 8
offices in the neighborhood, has opened at 430 Delawasem. Phone: 606803. And you can check it out on Face-
Ave. Lucia Caracci Ederer is honorary vice consul. book.
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Census estimates can have large margins of error

Continued from Page 1

All that leaves the median age of an Allentowner at | ALLENTOWN CENSUS DATA

34.4, about 4 years younger than in 1990. Key changes in neighborhood over 20 years

More Singles _ _ 1990 2000 2010

More and more, we're becoming a neighborhood of
people living on their own, or of couples without chil- | POPULATION
dren. Part of that is the empigst syndrome and widow-|  Total number 3810 3745 3380
hood, but there are single renters galore. White _ 7% 63% Tl

There are slightly more than 2,000 households in African-American  14%  23%  13%

Other 11% 14% 16%

Allentown. Only about onguarter are homeowners. The
other t_hreeq_uarters are renters. About a third of the popUyepIAN AGE 383 347 344
lation lives in the owneoccupied households. About two
-t hi rds | towes pii re dr .ehmtuesre h o IHGWBSEHOLD MAKEUP

The portion of peopl e || vAaniiligs i n f a4md | 0% h 32 e h o|l d s
married couple with or wit @inmglerdccupani i | 47% e B2%0 r 61% t heyr r el
tives 7 32%}Hrans40% ia 2000eand 47%0in Roommates/groups 6% 8% 7%

1990. Meanwhile, singteccupant households have _
jumped to 61% from 52% in 2000 and 47% in 1990. | AVERAGE INCOME (in thousands)

The portion of people living with a roommate or in E:#ﬁem'd gig'g iﬁé; g%é
group situations holds fairly steady at about 7%. With the ad ' ' '
former Gracg Manor and_ Nazareth nurs@ng _home; CIQS‘EQZOLLEGE DEGREE 45%  44%  48%
the Census lists nobody in Allentown living in an institu}
tional setting. Source: U.S. Census

Moving upscale Data is for Erie County Census Tract 68

The census estimates that bachelor's or graduate de-
grees are held by 48% of Allentowners age 25 or older,

up sl i gh%il g0 GB0O4AW o990 In place of the long form, the Census in 2005 began
AnB%of adults are i n prserfdiagsanéwaneatibnnaire, thartanerean €ommanity
occupat ilOpersentagg pointsip20 years. Survey, to 3 million people a year. It's this survey that

Median household income is estimated at $39,207, gathers information on income, occupations, educational
well ahead of the city's median of $30,230. (Median attainment and much more demographic stuff. From that
means midpoint, with half above and half below.) sample, the Census makes the kind of estimates cited in

Average household income is estimated at $57,075this story.

For family households, many of which have two wage  But as anyone who has ever taken a statistics course
earners, the average is $75,614. Forfaonily house-  knows, sample data can be extremely accurate in the ag-
holds, which mostly have only one wage earner, the a\gregate, but untrustworthy on a small scale. So the num-
age is $47,864. These numbers are well above those dfers may be excellent at the national and state levels, less
the city as a whole: $45,143 for average households; so at the city level, and possibly far off getting down to
$53,392 for family households, and $34,264 for-non neighborhoods.

family households. Census estimates are issued with {@uminus mar-
Some caveats gins of error that can be su
Consider Census data more useful inidentifying t racks | i ke our s g8, whielhris e Co
trends than in pinpointing facts. Much of the data is im90-some percent eterminus with the Allentown Historic
puted. District. For example, the $39,207 median household in-

Beginning with the 2010 Census, no citizen received@ne cited above has a ploisminus $9,834 margin of
"long form," the lengthy questionnaire that 1 in 6 used &rror. The $57,075 average household income has a
get and many tossed out. Instead, everyone got a very$9,733 margin of error.
short form with just 10 questiom®vering only home Bottom line: Census data seems to be trending in good
ownership, sex, age, race, ethnicity, household size, aditections for Allentown. But take specific numbers with
relationships among people living in each household. a grain of salt.
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Live in Allentown? Please join the Association

I'f you own a home or b uanditneessdeal with buikdind irspettarsvand the Buffaloo r
even i f you rent an apar t Rresaentation Board onbausing Viotatiohscndipreperty me
the one organization that works to promote and protect improvement projects, keep up a website, publish a quar-
your neighborhood. terly newsletter, lobby on important initiatives such as the

The Al l ent own As s #rotheat i state incandad ¢redisfar nestorigihames in national his-
entity that lives fat off government largesse, has a big stadiric districts like ours and the coming reconstruction of
and pludh 0cf fpitbawdndeys b ar e Allen Street, and promote the neighborhood and its busi-

't has just o+ e mempelxaeyxamdessaspithdativit@sasuch as First Fridays.
rector -rgnt offiee mrdAllen ndaraviain. On top of all that, they staff fundraisers such as the

I't operates al most ent i AlenlWestBestival aneSearatslofuAilentews tour bfa b o r
people who are your fr i enlbmeséhattelprsuppod theowmrk sf the Agsocigbion anal | e
you who are busy with careers, families, and old houses paoit the spotlight on the neighborhood.
keep up or small businesses to run. Your membership is important, not only for its cash

Nevertheless, these volunteers find the time to talk contribution, but also to bolster the credibility of the Asso-
with elected officials about neighborhood concerns, meetiation, so that it truly represents a wide swath of Allen-
with the district police chief on crime issues, plant flowersowners before politicians and power brokers.

............................................................................................................................................................................................................

ALLENTOWN ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

NAME:

ADDRESS:

TELEPHONE: EMAIL:

If business, name of manager or owner:

Please select a contribution level: Optional activities/ committees gyouf

Beautification I Crime preventi
Housing/ Historilc NPambsershitd/omR
Business devel olpnrinrtst Fridays
Nomi nation to the board of dire
Al | en We/(adjacehttoAlentowa Art Festival)
Hot dog stand at Allentown Art

I Benefactor $1000
Patron $ 500
Contri bust2bth g
Sust ai ni$nlgo
Busi ness$ 50
Family $ 40

—( —( — — — — —(
—( — — — — — — —

I ndi vi dubaB5 Secrets of Allentown (annuaE t o
Student /$Se@mi or Special events/50th anniversary
I To strengthen the Association in its 50th annivergsary

All contributions are tax-deductible. Please make a check payable to: The Allentown Association, Inc.
Mail to: Allentown Association, 14 Allen Street, Buffalo, NY 14202.

Please feel free to enclose a note with any ideas you have for improving the neighborhood, or suggestions for
strategies you think the Association should be pursuing or additional activities you think it should engage in.
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Neighborhood meeting set

on new UB Medical School

A neighborhood meeting about the $375 million University at Buffalo School
of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences that will be built on Main Street across
from Allen Street is scheduled:

Thursday, March 21 at 6 p.m. in the Allendale Theater

Allentown Association representatives have been meeting with UB and
Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus officials about the project for months.

Now UB has committed to holding a public meeting to discuss the relationship
of the new medical school with Allentown. Topics will include design, building

materials, sensitivity to Main Streetod
important to the neighborhood.
Pl ease try to attend. |l tds your chance

and offer input into one of the most important developments for the future of
the neighborhood.
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