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Itôs summer! Events will bring out the crowds 
By RICHARD R. HAYNES 
Itôs going to be a busy and enter-

taining summer in Allentown. 
The Associationôs Allen West Fes-

tival will be bigger than ever, First 
Friday Gallery Tours will feature spe-
cial street events each month, Buffalo 
Infringement Festival will stage most 
of its events in Allentown, thereôll be 
street party as part of Pride Fest, and 
the Allentown Farmers Market is back 
for a second year of selling fresh foods 
and produce. 
Here are the details:   
Å Allen West Festival   
The second full weekend of June ï 

this year thatôs June 13 and 14 ï sees 
the neighborhood filled with people 
attending the Allentown Art Festival, 
which is run by the Allentown Village 
Society, and the Allen West Festival, 
run by the Association. 
Allen West is staged along Allen 

and Wadsworth streets from Elmwood 
Avenue to Hudson Street, and is far 
and away the Associationôs largest 
fundraising event. This will be its 17th 
year. 
ñTime flies when you are having 

fun,ò said Gretchan Grobe, chair of the 
event. ñI remember starting with 50 
vendors including 2 food vendors.ò 
This year there will be 175 ven-

dors, up from the 141 of recent years. 
There will be fewer food stands and no 
food trucks, freeing up space to add 40 
additional artisan booths. 
The footprint of the festival is also 

expanding to add a few booths on both 

sides of upper and lower College and 
Mariner streets. 
Also, the festival will run an hour 

longer than previously, from 11 a.m. 
until 7 p.m. instead of 6 p.m.   
ñWe need volunteers before, during 

and after the festival, Thursday 
through Sunday,ò Grobe said. ñThere 
are lots of ways to be involved.ò 
It can actually be fun to volunteer 

for a few hours and meet some fellow 
enthusiastic Allentown supporters. 
Continued on Page 8  

June 5 First Friday Craft Fair;  
June 13 and 14, Allen West;  
July 23 to Aug. 2, Infringement. 



 

 Page 2 

Neighborhood news notes . . . 
Allen Street project in standstill mode 
The two top city officials involved in the Allen Street 

reconstruction project ï City Engineer Peter J. Merlo and 
Associate Engineer John Bidell ï have found new jobs or 
retired. The Allentown Associationôs Allen Street Improve-
ment Committee still expects the project to commence next 
spring, but there may be a learning curve at the top.  
It had been hoped that by now a date would have been 

set for a public meeting on a revised reconstruction plan 
that would take into consideration the objections raised by 
so many to reduced parking in the cityôs original plan. 
The Associationôs committee will keep on top of devel-

opments. Meanwhile underground utility work continues 
on Allen. Stay tuned. 
 

Fundraiser set for new Days Park grass 
Days Park is beautiful, but parts of it could use new 

turf. The Days Park Block Club and Elmwood Village 
Charter School will hold a chicken barbecue fundraiser 3-6 
p.m., Thursday, June 18 to raise money to help the Buffalo 
Olmsted Parks Conservancy plant tough new grass and oth-
erwise maintain the park. 
The cost is only $10 in advance (go to grillfor-

grass.brownpapertickets.com) or $12 on the day. 
Meals can be picked up to go or eaten in the park. Ta-

bles and chairs, beverages and desserts, and activities for 
kids will be available. Vegetarians can opt for a cold salads 
platter. If it rains, activity will be moved inside the school. 
Funds from last yearôs BBQ enabled tree trimming, 

which was vital to help future grass grow. Besides new 
grass, the block club hopes the parkôs flower garden can be 
redesigned and replanted. The Allentown Associationôs 
Beautification Committee plans to assist. 
 

Association membership is on the rise 
Membership in the Allentown Association is up 21 per-

cent since September 2013, Membership Chair Laine Wal-
nicki reports. 
As of May 10, there were 379 members, including 113 

businesses, she said. And 40 of those members enrolled at 
levels above basic, including one at the $500 patron level. 
All members get opportunities to win tickets to various 

events. Those joining above basic level get more, such as 
free admission to the Associationôs annual dinner. If you 
live in the neighborhood and are not a member, please join 
by sending in the form on the back of this newsletter or 
going to www.allentown.org to register and pay online. 
 

KCôs Fitness loses its lease 
KCôs Fitness moved from a building on the campus of 

First Presbyterian Church to a new site on Gelston Street 
off Niagara Street one block north of West Ferry Street. 
Many Allentowners are sad to see it move. But the church, 
in the midst of a financial pinch over repairs needed to its 

iconic tower, opted not to renew KCôs lease in the hope of 
finding a higher-paying tenant for the third-floor space. 
 

Sutton to restore 52 St. Johnôs 
The new owner of 52 

St. Johnôs Place calls the 
house ña diamond in the 
roughò that he will polish 
into a shining gem. 
Noel Sutton, who has 

restored several proper-
ties including the Pilgrim 
Building at 228 Allen St., 
said he intends to bring 
the house back to its orig-
inal beauty, including 
leaded stained-glass win-
dows. He is still develop-
ing plans that must be 
approved by the Buffalo 
Preservation Board, but 
he hopes to begin work soon and finish by year end. 
ñA new roof has to go on right away,ò he said. 
The house, at the corner of St. Johnôs and Orton Place, 

had become a neglected 5-unit rental that Allentowners 
John and Cynthia Allen purchased a few years ago with the 
intention of restoring. But they needed historic district tax 
credits to help finance the project. The State Historic 
Preservation Office would not approve the credits because 
the Allens could not locate a photograph or documentation 
that showed what the house originally looked like in order 
to prove that restoration plans were authentic. 
Sutton, who owns Sutton Development, said he doesnôt 

need or care about the tax credits. 
He hopes to return the house to single-family status ñif 

the market will support that ï and I think it can.ò Other-
wise, it will be a double. In either case, ñthe neighborhood 
will be pleased,ò he said. 
 

(asap) honored for Beijing hotel design 
Allentowners should congratulate Adam Sokol, the ar-

chitect who pushed for a redesign of Allen Street and who 
serves on the Associationôs Allen Street Improvement and 
Extension Committee. His firm, (asap) adam sokol archi-
tecture practice, was awarded the 2014 Honor Award for 
Commercial Architecture by the Western New York chap-
ter of American Institute of Architects for its redesign of 
the Emperor Hotel in Beijing, China. 
The 65-room hotel features Beijingôs largest rooftop bar 

and a rooftop pool that flows out and cascades through the 
hotel in a 50-foot interior rainfall, plummeting down to an 
underground waterfall into a spa operated by lôOccitane en 
Provence. 
(asap) collaborated with Dan Euser Waterarchitecture, 

best known for its work on New York Cityôs 9/11 Memori-
al waterfall, in creating these unique water features. 

52 St. Johnôs Place. 
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By RIK WHITAKER 
Crime & Safety Committee Chair 
Thereôs an old saying about it being an ill wind that 

does not bring some good. The same can probably be said 
for extremely cold weather. Crime in Allentown for the 
first four months of 2015 is down significantly compared 
to a year ago. 
ñThe bad guys donôt like to work when itôs cold out,ò 

B District Chief Brian Patterson said recently at a meeting 
of block club representatives. 
The numbers bear him out. Major crimes such as rob-

bery, burglary and various forms of larceny were all down 
by close to 30 percent. Only vehicle theft showed a spike. 
Here are the numbers for months January through 

April, this year and last year: 
Robberies: 4 this year, 6 last year, down 33%. 
Assaults: 3 this year, 3 last year, no change. 
Burglaries: 2 this year, 3 last year, down 33%. 
Larcenies: 60 this year, 83 last year, down 28%. 
Vehicle thefts: 15 this year, 7 last year, up 115%. 
Chief Patterson conceded that the numbers will proba-

bly return to seasonal norms as warm weather resumes. 
Most of the neighborhoodôs assaults occur on Allen 

Street during late-night drinking hours. So Patterson is 
adding foot patrols on Allen Street overnight on Fridays 
and Saturdays from 10 p.m. until 5 a.m.  
Also, a community police officer has been assigned to 

Allentown weekdays from 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. to re-
duce nuisance panhandling and loitering. 
There are steps everyone can take to minimize what 

Patterson terms ñcrimes of opportunity.ò 
Car break-ins, the largest portion of the larceny catego-

ry and probably the most vexing, is often the most pre-
ventable of crimes. Solution: Donôt leave anything that 
looks of value on seats, loose change in the car console, 
removable GPS units or charge cords. And if your vehicle 
is broken into, call 911 and make a report. If your carôs 
been hit, chances are others in the neighborhood have also 
been. Calling 911 provides a paper trail for police, and if 

they detect a pattern they can increase patrols and capture 
perpetrators. 
Burglary incidents can be reduced by more than half if 

doors and downstairs windows are kept locked during the 
day when residents are at work or away and when retiring 
for the night. Window air conditioners should be securely 
bolted, not merely set into the window; burglars raise the 
window, push the air conditioner into the room and are in 
then out with valuables. 
Keep intruders away by installing home security lights, 

moving garbage totes away from windows and keeping 
ladders in storage sheds, garages or out of sight from the 
street. 
ñSnatch and runò cell phone theft is on the rise. Donôt 

walk and text or talk. 
For visitors to Allentown after dark, park in a well-

lighted place and be alert and aware of your surroundings 
when returning to your vehicle. 
Following these simple tips will help keep neighbor-

hood crime figures low, making Allentown a safe, inviting 
place to live, work or visit. 
And plan on attending Allentown activities on National 

Night Out, which is always the first Tuesday of August. 
This year thatôs Aug. 4. You can meet our Community 
Police Officers and other officers from B District. Check 
Allentownôs Facebook page later in the summer for de-
tails.  

Good side of that cold winter: Crime is down  

Always report crime incidents 
    Many victims donôt report minor crimes, making it 
hard for police to identify crime patterns. So donôt be 
reluctant to call 911. Report non-emergencies such as 
blocked driveways to 853-2222. Contact Community 
Police Officers assigned to Allentown for nuisance situ-
ations: email Dan Quintana at dquintana@bpdny.org 
and Ken Barney at  kabarney@bpdny.org or call them 
at 851-5002. Email the chair of the Associationôs Crime 
and Safety Committee at beaufleuve@verizon.net. 
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By MAX STEPHAN 
Beautification Committee Chair 

A growing trend in Allentown is for owners of smaller-
size lots to go ñlawnless.ò 
The reasons why property owners decide to take this 

alternative route vary: some with excessive shade from 
mature trees are faced with an ongoing challenge of grow-
ing healthy grass; others set a goal of reducing their list of 
weekly chores. No matter what oneôs reasoning may be, 
the concept of ñletting goò of grass offers equal strengths 
in convenience and creativity. 
One method of designing a lawnless front yard is by 

creating ñzonesò ï designated areas with specific purposes 
defined by elevation, function, style, and material used. 
The first zone to consider is the raised bed. Ideally 

placed adjacent to a homeôs fa­ade in order to provide pri-
vacy, the raised bed is prime for, but not limited to, larger-
scale evergreens. Types of conifers range from variations 
of the basic Emerald Green Arborvitae, to more unique 
sorts like the Skyrocket Juniper (Juniperus scopulorum 
�µSkyrocket�¶).  
Function is just as important as privacy. On city prop-

erty, use is fundamental! Rather than being limited to 
oneôs backyard, installing a small hardscape patio in oneôs 
front landscape is an excellent method of adding quality 
and craft to property. 
Small-scale patios are perfect for the placing of an an-

tique cast iron bistro table and chairs, or larger ornamental 
pots. Such quaint scapes ï when constructed with re-
claimed historic brick, cobblestone, or natural material like 
slate ï fit well in historic Allentown. However, if a smooth 
and level surface beneath oneôs table and chairs is more 
logical, then a closer look at manufactured bricks and pav-
ers by local distributors, e.g. Unilock, is worth considera-
tion. No matter what your preference, keep in mind that 
prior to construction, any hardscape projects on property 
in designated historic areas must be approved by the Buf-
falo Preservation Board. 
And last but clearly not least, the most important com-

ponent to oneôs landscape is tree and shrub selection.   

Traditional trees like the sugar maple or oak may look 
perfect when first planted, but with their size quickly dou-
bling, then tripling in less than a decade, such deciduous 
trees are poor selections for small-scale yards. 
In contrast, there are specific trees with more cylindri-

cal shapes and slower growth rates. One type of deciduous 
that is quite unique is the Purple-leafed Weeping European 
Beech (Fagus sylvatica �µPurple Fountain�¶). With purple-
toned leaves, the beechôs width rarely exceeds 10 feet, 
though its height can reach 40 to 50 feet. Other more orna-
mental trees include hundreds of variations of the Japanese 
Maple, such as the slow-growing Acer palmatum �µSharp�¶s 
Pygmy�¶ or the densely leafed cone-shaped European Horn-
bean (Carpinus betulus). 
Such suggestions are just a glimpse of the wide variety 

of designs and concepts possible with a lawnless yard. 
When one chooses to utilize all space available on urban 
property, creativity and eco-friendly thoughts can comfort-
ably fuse with function. But even more attractive (and ac-
commodating) is that by going lawnless, weekends can be 
weed-whacker and lawn mower-free. Go green! Go 
lawnless!  

     DIGGINô ALLLENTOWN 

On small lots, dare to eliminate lawn 

This works well in tight urban settings. 


