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It’s summer! Events will bring out the crowds 
By RICHARD R. HAYNES 

It’s going to be a busy and enter-
taining summer in Allentown. 

The Association’s Allen West Fes-
tival will be bigger than ever, First 
Friday Gallery Tours will feature spe-
cial street events each month, Buffalo 
Infringement Festival will stage most 
of its events in Allentown, there’ll be 
street party as part of Pride Fest, and 
the Allentown Farmers Market is back 
for a second year of selling fresh foods 
and produce. 

Here are the details:   
• Allen West Festival   
The second full weekend of June – 

this year that’s June 13 and 14 – sees 
the neighborhood filled with people 
attending the Allentown Art Festival, 
which is run by the Allentown Village 
Society, and the Allen West Festival, 
run by the Association. 

Allen West is staged along Allen 
and Wadsworth streets from Elmwood 
Avenue to Hudson Street, and is far 
and away the Association’s largest 
fundraising event. This will be its 17th 
year. 

“Time flies when you are having 
fun,” said Gretchan Grobe, chair of the 
event. “I remember starting with 50 
vendors including 2 food vendors.” 

This year there will be 175 ven-
dors, up from the 141 of recent years. 
There will be fewer food stands and no 
food trucks, freeing up space to add 40 
additional artisan booths. 

The footprint of the festival is also 
expanding to add a few booths on both 

sides of upper and lower College and 
Mariner streets. 

Also, the festival will run an hour 
longer than previously, from 11 a.m. 
until 7 p.m. instead of 6 p.m.   

“We need volunteers before, during 
and after the festival, Thursday 
through Sunday,” Grobe said. “There 
are lots of ways to be involved.” 

It can actually be fun to volunteer 
for a few hours and meet some fellow 
enthusiastic Allentown supporters. 
Continued on Page 8  

June 5 First Friday Craft Fair;  
June 13 and 14, Allen West;  
July 23 to Aug. 2, Infringement. 
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Neighborhood news notes . . . 
Allen Street project in standstill mode 

The two top city officials involved in the Allen Street 
reconstruction project – City Engineer Peter J. Merlo and 
Associate Engineer John Bidell – have found new jobs or 
retired. The Allentown Association’s Allen Street Improve-
ment Committee still expects the project to commence next 
spring, but there may be a learning curve at the top.  

It had been hoped that by now a date would have been 
set for a public meeting on a revised reconstruction plan 
that would take into consideration the objections raised by 
so many to reduced parking in the city’s original plan. 

The Association’s committee will keep on top of devel-
opments. Meanwhile underground utility work continues 
on Allen. Stay tuned. 
 

Fundraiser set for new Days Park grass 
Days Park is beautiful, but parts of it could use new 

turf. The Days Park Block Club and Elmwood Village 
Charter School will hold a chicken barbecue fundraiser 3-6 
p.m., Thursday, June 18 to raise money to help the Buffalo 
Olmsted Parks Conservancy plant tough new grass and oth-
erwise maintain the park. 

The cost is only $10 in advance (go to grillfor-
grass.brownpapertickets.com) or $12 on the day. 

Meals can be picked up to go or eaten in the park. Ta-
bles and chairs, beverages and desserts, and activities for 
kids will be available. Vegetarians can opt for a cold salads 
platter. If it rains, activity will be moved inside the school. 

Funds from last year’s BBQ enabled tree trimming, 
which was vital to help future grass grow. Besides new 
grass, the block club hopes the park’s flower garden can be 
redesigned and replanted. The Allentown Association’s 
Beautification Committee plans to assist. 
 

Association membership is on the rise 
Membership in the Allentown Association is up 21 per-

cent since September 2013, Membership Chair Laine Wal-
nicki reports. 

As of May 10, there were 379 members, including 113 
businesses, she said. And 40 of those members enrolled at 
levels above basic, including one at the $500 patron level. 

All members get opportunities to win tickets to various 
events. Those joining above basic level get more, such as 
free admission to the Association’s annual dinner. If you 
live in the neighborhood and are not a member, please join 
by sending in the form on the back of this newsletter or 
going to www.allentown.org to register and pay online. 
 

KC’s Fitness loses its lease 
KC’s Fitness moved from a building on the campus of 

First Presbyterian Church to a new site on Gelston Street 
off Niagara Street one block north of West Ferry Street. 
Many Allentowners are sad to see it move. But the church, 
in the midst of a financial pinch over repairs needed to its 

iconic tower, opted not to renew KC’s lease in the hope of 
finding a higher-paying tenant for the third-floor space. 
 

Sutton to restore 52 St. John’s 
The new owner of 52 

St. John’s Place calls the 
house “a diamond in the 
rough” that he will polish 
into a shining gem. 

Noel Sutton, who has 
restored several proper-
ties including the Pilgrim 
Building at 228 Allen St., 
said he intends to bring 
the house back to its orig-
inal beauty, including 
leaded stained-glass win-
dows. He is still develop-
ing plans that must be 
approved by the Buffalo 
Preservation Board, but 
he hopes to begin work soon and finish by year end. 

“A new roof has to go on right away,” he said. 
The house, at the corner of St. John’s and Orton Place, 

had become a neglected 5-unit rental that Allentowners 
John and Cynthia Allen purchased a few years ago with the 
intention of restoring. But they needed historic district tax 
credits to help finance the project. The State Historic 
Preservation Office would not approve the credits because 
the Allens could not locate a photograph or documentation 
that showed what the house originally looked like in order 
to prove that restoration plans were authentic. 

Sutton, who owns Sutton Development, said he doesn’t 
need or care about the tax credits. 

He hopes to return the house to single-family status “if 
the market will support that – and I think it can.” Other-
wise, it will be a double. In either case, “the neighborhood 
will be pleased,” he said. 
 

(asap) honored for Beijing hotel design 
Allentowners should congratulate Adam Sokol, the ar-

chitect who pushed for a redesign of Allen Street and who 
serves on the Association’s Allen Street Improvement and 
Extension Committee. His firm, (asap) adam sokol archi-
tecture practice, was awarded the 2014 Honor Award for 
Commercial Architecture by the Western New York chap-
ter of American Institute of Architects for its redesign of 
the Emperor Hotel in Beijing, China. 

The 65-room hotel features Beijing’s largest rooftop bar 
and a rooftop pool that flows out and cascades through the 
hotel in a 50-foot interior rainfall, plummeting down to an 
underground waterfall into a spa operated by l’Occitane en 
Provence. 

(asap) collaborated with Dan Euser Waterarchitecture, 
best known for its work on New York City’s 9/11 Memori-
al waterfall, in creating these unique water features. 

52 St. John’s Place. 
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Susan Lenahan, 
CRS, CBR 

Associate Broker 
2007-2012 Agent of the Year 

 

 

431 Delaware Ave., Buffalo 

susielenahan@gmail.com 
www.susanlenahan.com 

Your City Expert! 
Cell: 864-6757 

 www.bnmc.org 

By RIK WHITAKER 
Crime & Safety Committee Chair 

There’s an old saying about it being an ill wind that 
does not bring some good. The same can probably be said 
for extremely cold weather. Crime in Allentown for the 
first four months of 2015 is down significantly compared 
to a year ago. 

“The bad guys don’t like to work when it’s cold out,” 
B District Chief Brian Patterson said recently at a meeting 
of block club representatives. 

The numbers bear him out. Major crimes such as rob-
bery, burglary and various forms of larceny were all down 
by close to 30 percent. Only vehicle theft showed a spike. 

Here are the numbers for months January through 
April, this year and last year: 

Robberies: 4 this year , 6 last year , down 33% . 
Assaults: 3 this year , 3 last year , no change. 
Burglaries: 2 this year , 3 last year , down 33% . 
Larcenies: 60 this year , 83 last year , down 28% . 
Vehicle thefts: 15 this year , 7 last year , up 115% . 
Chief Patterson conceded that the numbers will proba-

bly return to seasonal norms as warm weather resumes. 
Most of the neighborhood’s assaults occur on Allen 

Street during late-night drinking hours. So Patterson is 
adding foot patrols on Allen Street overnight on Fridays 
and Saturdays from 10 p.m. until 5 a.m.  

Also, a community police officer has been assigned to 
Allentown weekdays from 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. to re-
duce nuisance panhandling and loitering. 

There are steps everyone can take to minimize what 
Patterson terms “crimes of opportunity.” 

Car break-ins, the largest portion of the larceny catego-
ry and probably the most vexing, is often the most pre-
ventable of crimes. Solution: Don’t leave anything that 
looks of value on seats, loose change in the car console, 
removable GPS units or charge cords. And if your vehicle 
is broken into, call 911 and make a report. If your car’s 
been hit, chances are others in the neighborhood have also 
been. Calling 911 provides a paper trail for police, and if 

they detect a pattern they can increase patrols and capture 
perpetrators. 

Burglary incidents can be reduced by more than half if 
doors and downstairs windows are kept locked during the 
day when residents are at work or away and when retiring 
for the night. Window air conditioners should be securely 
bolted, not merely set into the window; burglars raise the 
window, push the air conditioner into the room and are in 
then out with valuables. 

Keep intruders away by installing home security lights, 
moving garbage totes away from windows and keeping 
ladders in storage sheds, garages or out of sight from the 
street. 

“Snatch and run” cell phone theft is on the rise. Don’t 
walk and text or talk. 

For visitors to Allentown after dark, park in a well-
lighted place and be alert and aware of your surroundings 
when returning to your vehicle. 

Following these simple tips will help keep neighbor-
hood crime figures low, making Allentown a safe, inviting 
place to live, work or visit. 

And plan on attending Allentown activities on National 
Night Out, which is always the first Tuesday of August. 
This year that’s Aug. 4. You can meet our Community 
Police Officers and other officers from B District. Check 
Allentown’s Facebook page later in the summer for de-
tails.  

Good side of that cold winter: Crime is down  

Always report crime incidents 
    Many victims don’t report minor crimes, making it 
hard for police to identify crime patterns. So don’t be 
reluctant to call 911. Report non-emergencies such as 
blocked driveways to 853-2222. Contact Community 
Police Officers assigned to Allentown for nuisance situ-
ations: email Dan Quintana at dquintana@bpdny.org 
and Ken Barney at  kabarney@bpdny.org or call them 
at 851-5002. Email the chair of the Association’s Crime 
and Safety Committee at beaufleuve@verizon.net. 
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LOVEJOY PIZZA 

900 Main St. 

883-2323 

We Deliver 
www.lovejoypizza.com 

By MAX STEPHAN 
Beautification Committee Chair 

A growing trend in Allentown is for owners of smaller-
size lots to go “lawnless.” 

The reasons why property owners decide to take this 
alternative route vary: some with excessive shade from 
mature trees are faced with an ongoing challenge of grow-
ing healthy grass; others set a goal of reducing their list of 
weekly chores. No matter what one’s reasoning may be, 
the concept of “letting go” of grass offers equal strengths 
in convenience and creativity. 

One method of designing a lawnless front yard is by 
creating “zones” – designated areas with specific purposes 
defined by elevation, function, style, and material used. 

The first zone to consider is the raised bed. Ideally 
placed adjacent to a home’s façade in order to provide pri-
vacy, the raised bed is prime for, but not limited to, larger-
scale evergreens. Types of conifers range from variations 
of the basic Emerald Green Arborvitae, to more unique 
sorts like the Skyrocket Juniper (Juniperus scopulorum 
‘Skyrocket’).  

Function is just as important as privacy. On city prop-
erty, use is fundamental! Rather than being limited to 
one’s backyard, installing a small hardscape patio in one’s 
front landscape is an excellent method of adding quality 
and craft to property. 

Small-scale patios are perfect for the placing of an an-
tique cast iron bistro table and chairs, or larger ornamental 
pots. Such quaint scapes – when constructed with re-
claimed historic brick, cobblestone, or natural material like 
slate – fit well in historic Allentown. However, if a smooth 
and level surface beneath one’s table and chairs is more 
logical, then a closer look at manufactured bricks and pav-
ers by local distributors, e.g. Unilock, is worth considera-
tion. No matter what your preference, keep in mind that 
prior to construction, any hardscape projects on property 
in designated historic areas must be approved by the Buf-
falo Preservation Board. 

And last but clearly not least, the most important com-
ponent to one’s landscape is tree and shrub selection.   

Traditional trees like the sugar maple or oak may look 
perfect when first planted, but with their size quickly dou-
bling, then tripling in less than a decade, such deciduous 
trees are poor selections for small-scale yards. 

In contrast, there are specific trees with more cylindri-
cal shapes and slower growth rates. One type of deciduous 
that is quite unique is the Purple-leafed Weeping European 
Beech (Fagus sylvatica ‘Purple Fountain’). With purple-
toned leaves, the beech’s width rarely exceeds 10 feet, 
though its height can reach 40 to 50 feet. Other more orna-
mental trees include hundreds of variations of the Japanese 
Maple, such as the slow-growing Acer palmatum ‘Sharp’s 
Pygmy’ or the densely leafed cone-shaped European Horn-
bean (Carpinus betulus). 

Such suggestions are just a glimpse of the wide variety 
of designs and concepts possible with a lawnless yard. 
When one chooses to utilize all space available on urban 
property, creativity and eco-friendly thoughts can comfort-
ably fuse with function. But even more attractive (and ac-
commodating) is that by going lawnless, weekends can be 
weed-whacker and lawn mower-free. Go green! Go 
lawnless!  

     DIGGIN’ ALLLENTOWN 

On small lots, dare to eliminate lawn 

This works well in tight urban settings. 
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By CHRISTOPHER N. BROWN 
Four excellent tours will showcase the history and ar-

chitecture of our neighborhood this summer. 
The Association is partnering with Explore Buffalo and 

the Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural National Historic Site to 
offer three different two-hour walks that will enlighten, 
entertain and engage people in exploring the remarkable 
streetscape of Allentown. 

There will also be special tours of Kleinhans Music 
Hall so that people can see its infrastructure to get an ap-
preciation of what goes on behind the scenes that makes it 
a renowned concert venue. 

The fee for each of the neighborhood tours is $15. The 
Kleinhans tours will cost $25 and include a free souvenir 
book. No reservations are necessary. Some tours will come 
with a discount coupon for lunch at an Allentown restau-
rant. Here are details: 

• Allentown’s Delaware Avenue Midtown Tour 
This shows off our most picturesque and best-preserved 

streets: Delaware Avenue, Irving Place, and Park Street. 
Filled with Victorian homes and lovely gardens, Irving 
was the birthplace of Allentown’s renaissance in the 
1950s, when the beat generation rediscovered Allentown’s 
marvelous architecture and nurtured its reputation for the 
arts. Guides will point out 29 Irving, where F. Scott Fitz-
gerald lived 1905-1908 when he was 8 to 11 years old. He 
attended Catholic schools, took dancing lessons, loved his 
cocker spaniel, went to theater and staged plays for neigh-
borhood children, charging admission  ̶  happy, precocious 
and talented 20 years before writing “The Great Gatsby.”     
Tour begins at Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site, 641 
Delaware Ave. 

Times: Sat. May 23, 10 a.m.; Sat. June 27, 10 a.m.; Sat. 
July 25, 10 a.m.; Sat. Aug. 22, 10 a.m.; Sat. Sept. 26, 10 
a.m. 

• Allentown & Frederick Law Olmsted 
Where the northern edge of Buffalo’s original border 

meets the old New York State Reservation line is a neigh-
borhood of small parks, secluded enclaves, grand and 
humble Victorian houses, and a fulcrum of Frederick Law 
Olmsted’s parkway design for Buffalo. Included in the 
tour are Symphony Circle, Day’s Park, and Arlington 

Park. Tour begins at First Presbyterian Church on Sym-
phony Circle. 

Times: Fri. July 3, 6 p.m. (coincides with Allentown 
First Friday); Mon. July 20, 10 a.m.; Sat. Aug. 1, 10 a.m. 
(during Infringement Festival); Tues. Aug. 11, 6 p.m.; 
Mon. Aug. 17, 10 a.m.; Mon. Sept. 28, 10 a.m. 

• Allentown in Brick 
Shows off North Pearl and Franklin streets, two of Al-

lentown’s most intriguing residential quarters, filled with 
brick mid-Victorian manses designed in the Italianate and 
Queen Anne styles. Located between Main Street and Del-
aware Avenue, these streets attracted professionals who 
wanted to combine comfortable suburban living with prox-
imity to the boom of Buffalo’s commerce. Tour begins at 
Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site, 641 Delaware Ave. 

Times: Fri. June 5, 6 p.m. (First Friday); Mon. July 6, 
10 a.m.; Sat. July 11, 10 a.m.; Tues. July 14, 6 p.m.; Mon. 
Aug. 3, 10 a.m.; Mon. Sept. 4, 10 a.m.; Tues. Sept. 8, 6 
p.m. 

• Kleinhans Music Hall – Inside & Out 
Kleinhans Music Hall, a National Historic Landmark, 

was designed by world renowned architects Eliel & Eero 
Saarinen, with assistance from designer Charles Eames. It 
is a modern masterpiece, home of the Buffalo Philharmon-
ic Orchestra for nearly 75 years. Explore the building’s 
interior spaces and iconic exterior. Each participant will 
receive a book by Brian Carter about the design and devel-
opment of the music hall that normally sells for $15. 

The fee is $25, but only $20 for Explore Buffalo sea-
sons pass holders and for members of the Association and 
the TR Site. 

Tour begins at statue of Chopin outside of Kleinhans, 3 
Symphony Circle. This year the music hall will undergo 
the biggest interior rehabilitation since the 1960s, includ-
ing new seats and carpeting. Get a “before and after” look  
by taking the tour twice! 

Times: Before renovation, Sat. June 20, 10 a.m.; after 
renovation, Sat. Sept. 26, 10 a.m. 

• Allentown Literary Ghost Walks, which proved 
very popular last Halloween season, will be back again this 
October. Details will be in the autumn issue of The Allen-
town Neighbor. 

Tours will showcase Allentown history, architecture 

Buffalo Touring Co. bringing Segway tours to neighborhood 
Don’t be surprised this summer when you see people 

cruising the neighborhood on Segways, those 2-wheeled 
transporters that “Paul Blart, Mall Cop” tools around in. 

Buffalo Touring Co. expects to begin Segway tours of 
Allentown in June from the Theodore Roosevelt Inaugu-
ral National Historic Site, 641 Delaware Ave. 

Norm Jonas of Buffalo Touring said the guided tours 
will probably be offered every Friday weather permitting, 

and sometimes on Mondays if there’s demand. The route 
will take participants past historic structures on Delaware, 
Bryant Street, and Symphony Circle, and Allentown. 

The $89.95 (plus tax) fee covers about a half hour of 
training, a one-hour tour, free admission to the TR Site, a 
souvenir and an emailed photo of each individual or 
group balancing on Segways. 
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Calendar of Summer Events 
Allendale Theater, 203 Allen St. Theatre of Youth 

season begins in September. For information call 884-
4400, see www.theatreofyouth.org.   

Allentown Association, Board of Directors meets 
June 9, July 14, Aug. 11. Allentown Litter Mob clean-up 
volunteers, June 18, July 16, Aug. 20. See also First Friday 
Gallery Tours below.  For information call 881-1024, see 
www.allentown.org.  

Allen St. Loop Fest and Pride Parade, Allen Street 
between Franklin and North Pearl will be closed for enter-
tainment and food trucks June 6 from 4 to 10 p.m.  
Elmwood Avenue will be closed for the Pride Parade June 
7 from 2 to 4 p.m. 

Art Dialogue Gallery, 5 Linwood Ave., Tuesday to 
Friday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Saturday, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Fiber 
art by Estelle Hartman, June 5 to Aug. 21. For information 
call 885-2251 or see wnyag.com.  

Artists Group Gallery, 1 Linwood Ave., Tuesday to 
Friday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Saturday, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Prints 
by Dorothy Markert, a Roycroft master artisan, June 5 to 
July 10. Collages big and small, by several artists, July 17 
to Aug. 21.  Retrospective of works by Adele Becker, Aug. 
28 to Oct. 2. For information call 856-2251. 

Betty’s restaurant, 370 Virginia St. at College St., 
Paintings for Preservation, June 1 to July 19.   

Buffalo Infringement Festival, July 24 to Aug. 3. 
Theater, dance, poetry, music, art and other presentations at 
various venues, many in Allentown. See                          
infringebuffalo.org. 

Buffalo Big Print gallery, 78 Allen St. Monday 
through Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturdays by appoint-
ment. Exhibits for summer to be announced.  For infor-
mation call 884-1777.  

Casa de Arte, 141 Elmwood Ave., Thursday, 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m.; Friday and Saturday, 6 to 9 p.m. “Infinity Com-
plex,” installations, films and mixed media on the brain, by 
Rick Williams, July 17 (opening reception 6 to 10 p.m.) to 
Aug. 16. Paintings and fused glass works by Geraldine Liq-
uidano, Aug. 22 (opening reception 6 to 10 p.m.) to Sept. 
20. See www.casadeartegallery.com, call 227-0271. 

El Museo, 91 Allen St., Tuesday to Saturday, noon to 
5 p.m. New paintings by Chuck Tingley. For information, 
call 464-4692. 

First Friday Gallery Tours, Allentown galler ies will 
have extended evening hours, some with new exhibits and 
receptions: June 5, with an outdoor artists’ market, Allen 
St. between Franklin St. and Virginia Place; July 10 with 
an Allentown Association ice cream social on Allen St.; 
and Aug. 7 with street events still being planned. See 
firstfridaysallentown.org. 

Glow Gallery, 224 Allen St. Tuesday to Saturday, 1 
to 5 p.m. Chroma, Jim Rolls memorial LGBTQ art exhibit, 
June 5 to 30. For information call 983-2112. 

Indigo Art gallery, 47 Allen St., Wednesday and Fri-
day, noon to 6 p.m.; Thursday noon to 7 p.m.; Saturday 
noon to 3 p.m. Recent works by Dorothy Fitzgerald, June 5 
to July 11. Cabinet of Curiosities, group exhibition, July 22 
to Aug. 8. For information, call 984-9572.  

Karpeles Manuscript Library Museum, 220 Nor th 
St., Tuesday to Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. The long-
distance telephone, through August. For information call 
885-1986.  

Kleinhans Music Hall, Buffalo Philharmonic Or-
chestra casual classical concer ts, “Baroque and Brews,” 
July 24, 7 p.m., “Mozart and Mingle,” July 25, 7 p.m. Next 
season begins in September. Call 885-5000, see 
www.bpo.org. Buffalo Chamber Music Society season be-
gins in October. See www.buffalochambermusic.org, call 
462-4939. 

Nina Freudenheim Gallery, Hotel Lenox, 140 North 
St., Tuesday through Friday 10 to 5, Saturdays by appoint-
ment.  Paintings by Kyle Butler through June 24; group 
exhibition, June 27 to July 31. For information call 882-
5777.  

Pausa Art House, 19 Wadswor th  St., music and en-
tertainment, café, 6 p.m. to midnight, Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday. For information, call 697-9069, see           
pausaarthouse.com. 

Studio Hart, 65 Allen St. Tuesday through Friday, 
11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.; Saturday noon to 4 p.m.   “Artists and 
Gardens,” presented by Garden Walk Buffalo Niagara, 
June 5 to 27. For information call 536-8337.  

TGW@497 Gallery, 497 Franklin St., Wednesday to 
Friday, noon to 5 p.m.; Saturday, noon to 3 p.m. For infor-
mation call 949-6604. 

Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural National Historic Site 
(Wilcox Mansion), 641 Delaware Ave. Hours, Monday 
to Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Saturday and Sunday, noon to 
5 p.m. Sketch nights, for artists of all skill levels, 6 to 8 
p.m., June 2, July 7, Aug. 4. Half-price museum tours dur-
ing Allentown Art Festival June 13 and 14. TRivia nights, 
cash bar, guided tours, informal trivia contests, 5:30 to 8:30 
p.m., June 16, July 21, Aug. 18. Twilight Tour of Homes 
fundraiser covering Delaware Ave.-Oakland Place neigh-
borhood, June 19, 5 to 9 p.m. Teddy Bear story hours for 
children accompanied by an adult, June 20 and Aug. 15, 2 
to 3 p.m.; Teddy Bear Picnic, July 28, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
reservations necessary. Lecture series, Dr. Erin Hattan on 
temporary workers, June 23, 6 p.m.; Christopher Kinney on 
the McKinley presidency, July 29, 6 p.m. For information, 
call 884-0095, see www.trsite.org. 

 
The Calendar of Events is compiled by Pete Carroll. 
Email submissions to him at pcbonjoura@gmail.com. 
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The Allentown Association: Serving Buffalo’s Great Historic Neighborhood for  50 years 

Incorporated in 1963 as a 501(c)3 charitable not-for profit 
community organization. Our Mission Statement:  
The only purpose of The Allentown Association is to serve 
its community. It does that through efforts to beautify the 

neighborhood; to encourage historic preservation and 
property maintenance; to promote appropriate business 
development; to fight crime, and to protect and enhance 
Allentown’s unique urban ambiance. 

OFFICERS:  
President: Jonathan White 
Vice presidents: 
Steve Earnhart, 
Ekua Mends-Aidoo, 
Andrew Pace 
Treasurer: Kelly Martin  
Secretary: J illian Stiefel 

DIRECTORS: 
Seth Amman, Chris Brown, 
Trina Burruss, Pete Carroll,   
Bob Fink, Gretchan Grobe,  
Brian Gould, Barbara Hart, 
Stanton Hudson, Jim Nash, 
Andrew Pace, Christopher 
Poole, Kevin Rabener,  

 
Henry Raess, Max Stephen,   
Laine Walnicki 
Ex-officio (non voting): 
Ed Castine, Richard Haynes, 
Holly Holdaway, Elizabeth 
Licata, Melissa Osmon,    
Adam Sokol 

 
Executive Director: 
Andrew Eisenhardt 

Senior center offers 
a lot of programs 

 

Allentowners aged 60 and older 
have a great resource available to them 
that few know about. It’s the city-run 
Richmond-Summer Senior Center at 
337 Summer St., the single-story build-
ing next to the Buffalo Municipal 
Housing Authority’s multi-story Frank 
A. Sedita Apartments. 

The Senior Center, just one block 
outside of Allentown, is operated by 
the city’s Division for Senior Services 
and is open to older residents citywide. 

Some Allentowners have been in it 
to vote on Primary Days and Election 
Days. But because it is attached to the 
Sedita Apartments, most mistakenly 
think it’s otherwise just a community 
center for BMHA residents. 

There’s no cost to join the center, 
and its many activities are either for 
free or a nominal $1 to $5. 

There are fitness classes each week-
day: Zumba on Mondays, line dancing 
Tuesdays, yoga Wednesdays, tai chi 
Thursdays and exercise on Fridays. 

Vans take mall walkers occasional-
ly to the Walden Galleria or to the 
McKinley Mall, and shoppers to super-
markets such as ALDI and Wal-Mart. 

Field trips by bus go to the Fashion 
Outlets of Niagara Falls, Seneca Niag-
ara Casino, and occasionally on day-
long adventures such as to Erie and 
Presque Isle, Pa. for sightseeing and 
gambling. 

Lunch is served daily for $3. 
There are frequent special events, 

including most recently the free Well-
ness Fair held May 5, Mother Day’s 
dinner May 7, and the Memorial Day 
barbeque and bingo game May 22. 

Upcoming are cooking demonstra-
tions and Internet-access lessons. 

Kerry Saunders is manger of the 
center. He can be reached at 885-3290.  

Bulk trash 
to be collected 
in August 

The city’s second and final bulk 
trash collection of the year will be 
held in August. 

For the portion of Allentown in 
the Ellicott Council District, it’s the 
week of Aug. 2; for the bulk of the 
neighborhood in the Fillmore Dis-
trict, Aug. 9; for the part in Niaga-
ra, Aug. 16. Those dates are Sun-
days, when the trash should go out 
for collection sometime that week. 

The pile can be as large as 12 
feet long, 3 feet high and 3 feet 
wide. No TVs, computers or other 
electronics, nor any hazardous 
waste is allowed. 

Electronics can be dropped off 
at 1120 Seneca St. any weekday 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m. or the first Saturday 
of each month 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Hazardous household waste 
such as pesticides, oil-based paints, 
paint thinners, tires (off rims), bat-
teries, gasoline, thermometers or 
anything else containing mercury, 
can be brought to Honeywell Spe-
cialty Materials, 20 Peabody St. in 
South Buffalo, from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. on Saturday, June 28. 

Signage can be misleading. 
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Association won’t have 
a hot dog stand at 
Allentown Art Festival 
 

Continued from Page One 
Please leave a message at 881-1024 if 
you want to help. 

For the first time in decades, the 
Association will not staff a hot dog 
stand at the Allentown Art Festival. 

As food options have expanded 
over the years and people’s tastes have 
matured and made them eager to try 
new cuisines, the American love of hot 
dogs has waned. Last year, the booth 
netted the Association only $45.  

• First Fridays 
Art galleries are open every First 

Friday, of course, but in summer spe-
cial events are staged that close Allen 
Street between Virginia Place and 
Franklin Street. 

On June 5, there will be an artisan 
craft fair featuring 27 vendors. There 
also will be hula hooping with Melissa 
Campbell and two hours of music by 
Folkfaces beginning at 6 p.m. Folkfac-
es is a Buffalo-based band that plays a 
blend of blues, ragtime, bluegrass, 
folk, jazz, punk, rockabilly, and more. 

July’s First Friday is delayed until 
July 10, so as not to conflict with In-
dependence Day weekend. A family-
friendly ice cream social is planned. 

Aug. 7’s events are still in the 
planning stages, but Ani Hoover has 
been enlisted to do a public interactive 
weaving piece.    

• Buffalo Pride Festival 
On First Friday June 5, the third 

annual Chroma art exhibition curated 
by and comprised of LGBTQ artists 
from throughout Western New York, 
will be hosted by Glow Gallery, 224 
Allen St. There will be several hands-
on exhibits and interactive art installa-
tions that attendees can help craft. 

The Loop Fest, 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
June 6, will close Allen from Frank-
lin to North Pearl for what organizer 
Michael Rizzo calls “a huge block par-
ty to celebrate the district that has sup-
ported the LBGTQ community through 
the years.” There’ll be magicians, jug-
glers, face painters and other street per-
formers. On stage, the band The Al-

brights will perform as will drag 
queens. 

There will also be a tent with Pride 
merchandise for sale. Besides Loop 
magazine, supporters are Q Bar, Fuga-
zi, Cathode Ray, Funky Monkey, Bill’s 
Food Market and the Allentown Asso-
ciation.   

This year, the Pride Parade will not 
turn onto Allen Street. The June 7 pa-
rade will go down Elmwood, begin-
ning at Forest Avenue and end at Al-
len. The Pride Festival will be held 
afterwards at Canalside. 

• Infringement Festival 
The Buffalo Infringement Festival, 

July 23 to Aug. 2, is an eclectic and 
sometimes outrageous conglomeration 
of events: music, visual art, theater and 
storytelling, film and video presenta-
tions, dance, poetry, and street perfor-
mances. 

Last year there were nearly 600 per-
formances at more than 90 venues. 

Infringement charges nothing to 
artists and performers to participate. 
No artist is rejected. The festival has 
no management hierarchy. Any on-site 
donations or fees go directly to the art-
ists. The Allentown Association is co-
sponsoring some events and providing 
small subsidies to cover some perfor-

mance venues such as Kleinhans Mu-
sic Hall. 

Infringement is held in several other 
cities, too, including Montreal, Hamil-
ton and Brooklyn. The festival’s man-
date states: 

“Celebrating freedom of expression 
and designed as a real arts democracy, 
this festival is a critical response to the 
oppressive neoliberal worldview and 
all its billboard trucks, televisions, fly-
ers, advertisements, jingles, made-for-
TV Wars; and the depoliticisation of 
people through this diversionary Spec-
tacle.”  

Go to infringebuffalo.org for more 
information. 

• Farmers Market 
The Allentown Farmers Market has 

returned to Elmwood Park  ̶  the lawn 
along South Elmwood Avenue be-
tween Virginia and Edward streets in 
front of the Adult Learning Center. 

It is held every Friday from 4 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. through October. 

Of course, there’s little local pro-
duce until later in the summer. But this 
is a good time to by seedlings, flowers, 
plants and preserves. 

There’s free parking in the lot be-
hind the school and the lot on Edward 
Street next to the former Immaculate 
Conception Church. 

The Allentown Farmers Market is back with lots of organics. 

The Loop Fest, Saturday June 6, is part of Buffalo Pride Festival. 
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If CarShare closes, Allentown will feel impact 
Buffalo CarShare, which shares 

office space with the Allentown Asso-
ciation and is so important to the 
neighborhood, is scrambling to find a 
solution to its insurance problem or it 
will have to shut down June 15. 

When the non-profit started six 
years ago, “our major roadblock was 
insurance until Philadelphia Insurance 
covered us,” said Michael Galligano, 
executive director. “Now they want to 
get out of that market. New York State 
is so restrictive in its laws for personal 
injury protection that no one else 
wants to come into New York to in-
sure car sharing.” 

Unless they can find a new insurer, 
or merge with a self-insured car shar-
ing company, or find a legislative 
quick fix, they will have to stop opera-
tions. As of the deadline for this issue 

of The Allentown Neighbor, no solu-
tion was in place. 

CarShare started with just four ve-
hicles in June 2009, but has grown 
every year and now has 900 members 
and a fleet of 19 vehicles, including 
four electric cars, four hybrids, three 
minivans and a small pickup truck. In 
the 14201 and 14202 Zip Codes that 
include Allentown, membership totals 
119, said Xavier Guillaume, Car-
Share’s director of member services. 

Dividing the member base by size 
of the fleet, each vehicle supplies 
transportation for 30 members. Of 
course, many members have families 
or others who may be in the vehicle, 
so potentially thousands of people de-
pend on CarShare. 

More than half the members – 55 
percent – earn $25,000 or less. 

“A third are 55 and older,” Guil-
laume said, “and it can be difficult for 
a senior to get around town on busses  ̶  
taxis are expensive  ̶  so CarShare is 
best way for them to get to needed 
appointments such as with their doc-
tors.” 

CarShare also has teamed up with 
the Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus 
to help reduce parking and congestion 
there, and to promote alternative forms 
of transportation. 

There would be a lot more cars on 
the streets competing for parking spots 
in Allentown and on the BNMC if 
CarShare were to close. 

The Association budgets $5,000 a 
year for rent at 14 Allen St. and 
$2,000 for utilities. CarShare pays half 
of that, so the Association’s expenses 
would rise if CarShare goes. 

Uniland near to unveiling plans for North St. development 
Uniland Development Co. expects as early as July 

to finalize and unveil its plans for a residential devel-
opment on the site of the former Nazareth Home of 
the Franciscan Sisters of the Immaculate Conception. 

The big developer announced in April that it had 
paid $1 million to Catholic Health for the 63,661-
square-foot building at 279 North St. and two lots 
behind it at 298 Summer St., a total of nearly 3 acres. 

Catholic Health closed the nursing home in 2007 
and later moved its offices into it until its new $46 
million headquarters on Genesee Street was complet-
ed this year. 

Uniland cited “the anticipated influx of medical 
professionals to the Buffalo Niagara Medical Cam-
pus,” as creating a need for new residential space. 
The nursing home was built in 1950. Plans will have 
to be approved by the Buffalo Preservation Board. Expect something upscale at 279 North St. 

WSNHS offers 5% loans for repair of roofs, gutters, chimneys 
If your roof, chimney or gutters need repair or replace-

ment, West Side Neighborhood Housing Services admin-
isters a loan program that’s available to homeowners 
citywide with no income restrictions. 

Besides lending up to $20,000 to do the job, WSNHS 
will assist homeowners in getting three bids from a list of 
qualified contractors, and have one of its construction spe-
cialists inspect the work to be sure it’s completed correct-
ly. 

Low-income homeowners aged 62 and older may qual-
ify for grants of up to $5,000 for roof repair. 

The loans are at an interest rate of 5 percent and will 
be a lien on the property until repaid. There’s a $100 ap-
plication fee and borrowers will have to provide docu-
mentation of ownership, insurance, mortgage information, 
and sources of income. 

For details, call at 877-3910 or visit WSNHS 8 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Mondays through Thursdays at 359 Connecticut St. 
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By RICHARD R. HAYNES  
Nextdoor is a nationwide social network for neighbor-

hoods that all Allentowners should join and take advantage 
of. 

It’s free and easy to do. Visit www.nextdoor.com, enter 
your email address, street address and zip code, and 
click “Get Started.” You will automatically be signed onto 
the Allentown site. 

On it, you’ll see posts from neighbors as well as from 
the city and Buffalo Police Department about crime issues, 
lost cats, moving sales, apartments for rent, and potentially 
much more. The Allentown Association will be posting, 
too, as it does on Facebook. 

Only Allentown residents can be on the Allentown site. 
If you want, you can post profile 

information about yourself and an 

optional picture. Information 

shared is password protected and 
cannot be accessed by Google or 

other search engines. Nextdoor 

says it will never require members 

to pay to use it, and will not sell 

users' private information to other 
companies. 

Not many people here know about Nextdoor and its 
capacity to strengthen neighborhoods by linking residents 
to each other for news alerts, parties, garage sales – all 
kinds of things. 

Message categories are: Classifieds; Crime & Safety; 
Documents (for things like minutes of block club meet-
ings); Free Items; General; Lost & Found, and Recom-
mendations (for professional services, food venues, etc.) 

Fewer than 100 Allentowners have signed up so far, 
but the neighborhood has 2,000 households, so the word 
needs to get out. The more people who sign up, the more 
effective the network will be. 

Nationally, Nextdoor is in 53,000 neighborhoods. Each 
day, 5 million messages are exchanged on the network, 

including more than 1 million in which users recommend 
services to one another. 

Mayor Byron Brown and Police Commissioner Daniel 
Derenda are both enthusiastic about Nextdoor’s potential. 

“Giving residents more avenues to easily and effective-
ly connect with city departments, and each other, about the 
things that matter most to their communities will create a 
safer, stronger Buffalo,” the mayor said. 

 “With Nextdoor, we can help empower neighbors to 
keep their communities safe and connected and give them 
the ability to collaborate on virtual neighborhood watch 
efforts,” Derenda said. 

Once on the Allentown site, residents can see message 
queues from eight adjoining or nearby neighborhoods if 
they wish, including Elmwood Village, West Village, Lin-
wood and Lower West Side. After all, a lost dog might 
stray outside the neighborhood, and burglars in one neigh-
borhood might easily strike the next night in another. 

They can also create message platforms restricted to 
smaller groups, perhaps for a block club or for only the 
tenants of one large apartment building.    

Nextdoor does not currently generate revenue. Yet it 
has attracted $110 million from several big venture capital 
firms, valuing the 3½-year-old company at about $1.1 bil-
lion. 

It expects to eventually find profits by extracting data 
from its users’ posts about local service providers and 
businesses. It could then produce recommendations so 
people could search for things like the best local tutors, a 
handyman or housecleaning services. 

It thinks it can do better than similar social networks 
such as Yahoo Groups and AOL’s defunct Patch. 

Besides its Web link, Nextdoor offers free aps for An-
droid and Apple smart phones and tablets. 

Nextdoor can be a real neighborhood asset 
Social network can link Allentown neighbors to each other, to police and the city  
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3 restaurants, a bakery among new businesses 
By PETE CARROLL 

Allentowners are not going to go hungry with three new 
restaurants offering such unusual dishes as poutine, grilled 
octopus, rabbit and waffle, and burgers with foie gras or 
peanut butter. 

The new eateries: 
Allen Street Poutine Co., at 242 Allen St., is offer ing 

“Buffalo’s best poutine,” maybe Buffalo’s first poutine. 
Poutine is a French Canadian dish which in its classic form 
consists of French fries with cheese curds and gravy, ex-
plains the cook, Colin MacDonald, an Allentown resident 
who learned to prepare it in Montreal. A variety of other 
toppings for the base of fries is available, as well as chick-
en, beef and pork dishes.   

Its open from 11:30 a.m. to 1 a.m. Tuesday, Wednes-
day, Thursday and Sunday, and until 4 a.m. Friday and Sat-
urday. Jake Fraser, the owner, opened the restaurant in the 
former Crust space in March. See 
www.allenstreetpoutine.com, phone 883-7437. 

The Black Swan Lounge at 153 Elmwood Ave. offers 
a wide variety of beverages in a bar area with a tasteful 
contemporary décor, and a menu of “American modern 
specialties” including grilled octopus, rabbit and waffle, 
and grilled aged rib-eye steak, explained Chef Maurice 
Tossah. Bryan Lester and his wife Monique Fortunato- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lester opened the restaurant in March after extensively 
renovating the former Cozumel site. 

The Black Swan is open Monday to Thursday from 5 
p.m. to midnight, with dining until 10 p.m., and Friday and 
Sunday from 5 p.m. to 2 a.m., with dining until 11 p.m. It 
has parking and a patio, open until 11 p.m. Phone 248-
2092, see www.blackswanlounge.com. 

Allen Burger Venture at 175 Allen St. features burg-
ers of aged, grass-fed, hormone-free beef with accompani-
ments including foie gras, peanut butter, onion marmalade 
and various cheeses. Full bar with a variety of beers. Patio 
open until 11 p.m.  

Partners Dino DeBell and Mike Shatzel, the manager, 
opened it March after extensively renovating space that had 
formerly housed Quaker Bonnet. It has already proved a 
hit. It’s open every day from 11:30 a.m. to midnight or 1 
a.m. Phone 768-0386.  

In other business news, Lavender & Sage Sundries, at 
125 Elmwood Ave. offers home décor, accessories, smaller 
furniture, with interior decorating available. Grace Hulan 
Lyons opened the shop in April. Hours are Tuesday to Sat-
urday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Call 322-7121. See lavender-
andsagesundries.com. 

Sweet Temptations du Jour at 220 Allen St. is a bak-
ery offering breads, cakes, cookies and pastries, some from 
Eastern European family recipes. Among selections: Pfef-
ferneusse, a German cookie with cardammon; cugidati, an 
Italian fig walnut cookie; Croatian strudel with apples; and 
less exotic fare such as sugar waffles, fudge brownies, Rus-
sian tea cakes and buttery cut-out cookies. Some of owner 
Barbara Keating’s creations also are sold at Guercio’s, 250 
Grant St. Hours are Thursday and Friday 3 p.m. to 8 p.m., 
and Saturday and Sunday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Call 536-0567 
or see sweettemptationsbuffalo.com.  

The Exchange on Allen, a new bar  at 256 Allen St. 
owned by Jillian Stott and Matthew Marino is open 
Wednesdays to Sundays from 5 p.m. to 4 a.m. with a patio 
open until 11 p.m. There is a d.j. weekends and a dart 
league Wednesdays.  

Paint the Town, which stages painting events at par-
ties, restaurants and bars all over town, has opened a per-
manent studio and business office at 74 Allen St. Now it 
can hold its group paint classes in studio or on the road. 
Paint the Town, owned by Jarael Adams, will be open 
Monday through Saturday from noon to 9 pm. Phone: 465-
6682. Online: www.paintthetown716.com. 

Everything Beauty at 156 Elmwood Ave. has added 
a line of custom-made sportswear and swim suits for wom-
en.    

The Towne r estaurant at Allen and Elmwood has 
new closing hours: 10 p.m. Sunday and Monday, 1 a.m. 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 2 a.m. Friday and Sat-
urday. 



 ALLENTOWN ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP FORM 

 
 

NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS:  ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
TELEPHONE: __________________________   EMAIL: ____________________________________________ 
 
If business, name of manager or owner:  _______________________________________________________ 
 
Please select a contribution level:  Optional activities/committees you’d like to help with: 
 

     □ Benefactor  $1000        □ Beautification    
     □ Patron  $  500        □ Housing/Historic Preservation  
     □ Contributing $  250        □ Business development   
     □ Sustaining  $  100        □ Crime prevention 
     □ Business  $    50        □ Allen West Festival  (adjacent to Allentown Art Festival) 
     □ Family  $    40        □ Special fundraising events 
     □ Individual  $    35        □ First Fridays events 
     □ Student/Senior $    20        □ Nomination to the board of directors 
 
     All contributions are tax-deductible. Please make a check payable to: The Allentown Association, Inc. 

       Mail to: Allentown Association, 14 Allen Street, Buffalo, NY 14202. 
 
Please feel free to enclose a note with any ideas you have for improving the neighborhood, or suggestions for 
strategies you think the Association should be pursuing or additional activities you think it should engage in. 


