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Bike plan envisions radical change to Main St. 

The new Buffalo Bicycle Master Plan would eliminate parking on the west side 
of Main Street, replaced by a bollard-protected 2-way cycle track. 

Imaginative concept  

sure to raise objections 
By RICHARD R. HAYNES 

The new Buffalo Bicycle Master 

Plan envisions some major changes to 
two streets in our neighborhood: 

• Main Street. On all three blocks 

of Main in Allentown − from Edward 

to North − parking would be eliminat-
ed on the west side, replaced by a two-

way bike track protected from vehicles 

by bollards. Besides the bike track, the 

street would be configured with two 
lanes of traffic – one in each direction 

− a middle turning lane, and a parking 

lane on the east side of the street. 

Past North Street, this configuration 

would continue out to Kensington Av-
enue just past Canisius College. Even-

tually it would go all the way out to 

Grover Cleveland Park at the city line. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    •Virginia Street from Elmwood 
to Main. This portion of Virginia 

would become one-way headed 

east for vehicles, but would retain 

parking on both sides and have bi-
cycle lanes in each direction. Plan-

ners say the fact that Edward Street 

is currently one-way headed west   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

makes it possible to turn Virginia into 
one-way east. 

Virginia would have the distinction 

of being one-way west from Cottage to 

Niagara; one-way east from Virginia 
to Main, and two-ways from Elmwood 

to Cottage and two-ways from Main to 

Continued on Page 5 

It seems summer can’t begin in Buffalo until the second 
full weekend of June – festival time in Allentown. 

This year that’s June 11 and 12, when our streets will 
be filled with tens of thousands of people attending the 
Allentown Art Festival, which is staged by the Allentown 
Village Society, and the Allen West Festival, the year’s 
largest fundraiser for the Allentown Association. 

Allen West runs on Allen and Wadsworth streets from 
Elmwood Avenue to Hudson Street.  

This year it will have 154 vendors, more than 90 per-
cent of whom are repeat participants.  

“We have a few surprises,” said Gretchan Grobe, chair 
of the event. “And we have some wonderful new entrants 
− potters and painters.” 

Last year, the Association tried to expand the venue 
slightly by positioning a few booths on upper and lower           

Mariner and College streets. Not this year. 
Vendors on the side streets were disappointed in sales, 

Grobe said, “although last year it rained both days, so busi-
ness was pretty much bad for everybody.” 

Despite that setback, Allen West remains popular with 
vendors. “We had to turn away 10 of them this year be-
cause we have no space for them,” Grobe said. 

Like last year, there will be no food trucks. However, a 
few additional food booths have been added. And acoustic 
musicians will again perform. 

Like nearly everything the Association does, volunteers 
make it run, and have fun and satisfaction doing so.  

Last year the festival earned more than $20,000 after 
expenses, all of which goes to help the Association in its 
mission to serve the neighborhood. If you’d like to help, 
send an email to allntown@localnet.com. 

 A few changes in store for Allen West Festival, June 11-12 
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No Allentown Farmers’ Market this year 
The Association won’t be sponsoring a farmers’ market 

this year on the lawn in front of the Adult Learning Center, 
but hopes to bring it back next year as a farmers-and-
artisans’ market. 

For two summers, the Friday evening market on South 
Elmwood Avenue had local farmers offering fresh produce 
at lower prices than other outdoor markets, and vendors 
offering coffee or prepared specialty foods. 

Many Allentowners loved it, but it didn’t attract enough 
other customers to build a successful venue that vendors 
felt compelled to be at. By adding non-food artisan ele-
ments next year, it’s hoped the market will be different 
enough to draw more customers. 

The Association needs a few volunteers willing to take 
charge. If you’re enthused about healthy eating, want to 
help people of the neighborhood eat better, and have a little 
time to donate, please contact the Association at 881-1024.    
 

Allentown will miss Mary Myszkiewicz 
Mary Myszkiewicz, past president 

of the non-profit Allentown Village 
Society, which runs the Allentown 
Art Festival, died May 5 at age 82. 

Allentowners owe a debt of grati-
tude for her 16 years of hard volun-
teer work leading the organization 
that for 59 years has staged Buffalo’s 
first big summer event – one that 
puts our neighborhood in the spot-
light and strengthens our image as an 
artistic community. 

She was smart, tough, dedicated and energetic. It’s a 
difficult job staging a huge festival on city streets,  manag-
ing the logistics, judging entries, selecting scholarship win-
ners and charities to fund −  and defending the festival’s 
turf against individuals and businesses that want to glom 
onto it for free. But she did that very well until 2014, when 
she turned 80 and her health began to wane. 

Mary’s mother, an Allentown businesswoman, was a 
founder of the festival in 1958. 

Mary herself was the mother of six children, and a 
teacher in Buffalo public and parochial schools, retiring in 
1995. Her husband of 28 years, Thomas M., died in 1984. 
 

‘Grillin’ for Grass’ is June 15 
Join the Days Park Block Club and Elmwood Village 

Charter School for their chicken barbecue that raises funds 
for the upkeep of the park. “Grillin’ for Grass” will be held 
3-6:30 p.m. Wednesday, June 15, in the park. Tickets are 
only $10 in advance and $12 day of the event. You can buy 
them online at brownpapertickets.com or at the school. A 
vegetarian selection is available for buyers of advance tick-
ets. Proceeds will be donated to the Buffalo Olmsted Parks 
Conservancy to be restricted for care of the park. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Craft fair highlights June First Friday 
Allentown’s First Friday Gallery Walks are always fun, 

and the next one on June 3 will feature the third annual 
Artisan Craft Fair. Allen Street from Virginia Place to 
Franklin Street will be closed to traffic 6-9 p.m. to accom-
modate booths for over 20 local artists selling handmade 
goods ranging from organic soaps and skin care items, up-
cycled wood pieces, copper enamel work, hand dyed yarn, 
photography, fine art, jewelry, baked goods and more. 

There’ll also be treats from Big Suzy’s food truck, jum-
bo chalk art by visitors, an interactive photo booth and live 
music. And of course, neighborhood galleries will be open 
late, some offering drinks, snacks and acoustic musicians. 
 

Neighborhood garage sale is Aug. 20 
Downsizing your clutter? You’re in luck: Allentown’s 

community garage sale is slated 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, 
Aug. 20. 

The Association will advertise the event in the Buffalo 
News’ garage sale classifieds, post a map of participating 
addresses on allentown.org, and make printed copies avail-
able on the day of the sale. Participation is free to Associa-
tion members; $30 for others. Just send an email by Aug. 
21 to AllentownAssociation@aol.com and include your 
name, address, email and phone number. 
 

Events commemorate George Coit 
Two events on Saturday, May 21, commemorated the 

legacy of George Coit, who lived through the 1813 burning 
of the Village of Buffalo by the British and went on to help 
make Buffalo the western terminus of the Erie Canal.  

The Allentown Association dedicated a plaque in front 
of his house at 414 Virginia St., and Explore Buffalo spon-
sored a two-hour bicycle tour called “George Coit’s Buffa-
lo by Bike.”  

The plaque dedication was attended by members of the 
Coit family and was followed by a reception at Pasion res-
taurant, 153 Elmwood Ave. The bicycle trek included a 
stop at Swan and Eagle streets, where the Coit House origi-
nally stood before being moved to Allentown. 
 

The Allentown Cow 
March for Better Urban 
Trees delighted people at  
May 6’s First Friday. It’s 
an ad hoc group including 
landscape architects who 
say curbside trees get sick 
from being in soil plots 
that are too small. They 
donned paper cow masks 
because Allen Street was 
Louis Falley Allen’s  cow 
path, and inflated 550 
green balloons on card-
board poles to represent 
full, healthy green trees.  
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Susan Lenahan, 
CRS, CBR 

Associate Broker 
2007-2015 Agent of the Year 

 

 

431 Delaware Ave., Buffalo 

susielenahan@gmail.com 
www.susanlenahan.com 

Your City Expert! 
Cell: 864-6757 

 www.bnmc.org 

     This year’s schedule of neighborhood tours is set, and it 
promises to be entertaining and enlightening. The Theodore 
Roosevelt Inaugural National Historic Site, the Allentown 
Association and Explore Buffalo jointly plan, promote and 
conduct the tours. 
     Have some fun and learn about your neighborhood. 

Allentown’s Delaware Avenue Midway Tour 
     A two-hour tour of Allentown’s most picturesque and 
best-preserved streets, including Delaware Avenue and Ir-
ving Place. Filled with Victorian homes and lovingly-
tended gardens, Irving was the birthplace of Allentown’s 
renaissance in the 1950s, when the beat generation redis-
covered Allentown’s marvelous architecture and nurtured 
its reputation for the arts. Tour begins at Theodore Roose-
velt Inaugural Site, 641 Delaware Ave. on these dates and 
times: 
     Tues. June 7, 6 PM; Sat. June 25, 10 AM 

Allentown & Frederick Law Olmsted 
     Included in this two-hour tour are Symphony Circle, 
Day’s Park and Arlington Park. Tour begins at First Pres-
byterian Church, One Symphony Circle, on these dates and 
times: 
     Fri. July 1, 6 PM (First Friday); Mon. July 18, 10 AM; 
Sat. Aug. 6, 10 AM (Infringement Festival); Tues. Aug. 9, 
6 PM; Mon. Aug. 22, 10 AM; Mon. Sept. 12, 10 AM. 

Allentown in Brick 
     A two-hour tour of North Pearl and Franklin Streets, 
two of Allentown’s most intriguing residential quarters, 
filled with brick mid-Victorian manses designed in the Ital-
ianate and Queen Anne styles. Tour begins at TR Site, 641 
Delaware Ave., on these dates and times: 
     Fri. June 3, 6 PM (First Friday); Sat. July 9, 10 AM; 
Mon. July 11, 10 AM; Tues. July 19, 6 PM; Mon. Aug. 1, 
10 AM; Tues. Aug. 30, 6 PM; Mon. Sept. 19, 10 AM. 

Kleinhans Music Hall – Inside & Out 
     Kleinhans Music Hall, a National Historic Landmark, 
was designed by world renowned architects Eliel & Eero 
Saarinen, with assistance from designer Charles Eames. It 

is a modern masterpiece, home of the Buffalo Philharmonic 
Orchestra for nearly 75 years. Tour begins at statue of 
Chopin outside of Kleinhans Music Hall, 3 Symphony Cir-
cle, on these Saturdays at 10 AM: June 18 and Sept. 10. 

Allentown Literary Ghost Walks 
     Do you dare spend an October evening at twilight walk-
ing through a neighborhood whose streets were once the 
scene of a bloody War of 1812 battlefield filled with dead 
bodies scalped and tomahawked? On this two-hour tour, 
you will experience the shudder of an authentic Victorian 
ghost story as you hear tales that inspired writers such as 
Mark Twain, Anna Katharine Green, and Harry Castlemon 
amidst the backdrop of authentic Victorian homes with a 
reputation for being haunted.  
     There are two different walking routes: Allentown Cen-
tral, which includes North Street, Irving Place, Park Street, 
and Virginia Street; and Allentown West, which includes 
Symphony Circle, College Street, Cottage Street, and 
Day’s Park. They are on these dates and times: 
     Allentown Central, Sat. Oct. 1, 4 PM; Fri. Oct. 28, 5 
PM, begins at TR Site, 641 Delaware Ave. 
     Allentown West, Sat. Oct. 22, 6 PM; Sat. Oct. 29, 6 PM, 
begins at Karpeles Museum, 453 Porter Ave. 
 

Nominal fees vary. 
More information is at www.explorebuffalo.org  

Allentown tours are a fun way to learn our history 
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LOVEJOY PIZZA 

900 Main St. 

883-2323 

We Deliver 
www.lovejoypizza.com 

A public meeting to see details of design elements such 
as lampposts and planters for the Allen Street Extension 
Project will be held 4-9 p.m. Tuesday, June 7 at the 
D’Youville College Campus Center, 329 Porter Ave. 

The format will be open house. There will not be a for-
mal presentation by city officials or their design consult-
ants. Drawings, sample materials, and pertinent project 
facts will be on display for public viewing, and the project 
team will be available to answer questions. 

The project includes two phases: 
Phase A involves construction of a pedestrian/bicycle 

path between Washington and North Oak streets on the 
Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus. 

Phase B includes streetscape improvements on Allen 
Street between Main and Wadsworth streets. 

You can see the overall design on the project website, 
www.allenstreetextension.com. After the June 7 meeting, 
detailed design elements will be posted, too. 

See details of Allen Street redesign on June 7 

The owner of Allen Street 
Hardware is spending $60,000 on 
soundproofing, additional         
restrooms and fire sprinklers to 
bring the bar up to code and ad-
dress complaints from College 
Street residents about loud music 
and public urination. 

One night police and fire mar-
shals ordered patrons out of Hard-
ware, Brick Bar and DBGBs be-
cause the bars were overcrowded. 
Hardware had dancing without a 
dance license. 

 “We’re not anti-bar,” said Al-
lentown Association President Jonathan White. “But we 
have to find a balance that also allows residents to have 
peace in their homes.” 

“We have taken this situation very, very seriously,” said  
Charlie Goldman, owner of Hardware, 245 Allen St. 

He’s increasing security to eight people on weekends 
and making the bar’s side door on College an emergency 
exit only. 

“It’s been our goal to make Hardware a community as-
set,” he said. “Obviously, we’ve made some mistakes.” 

    When the renovations are complete, 
Hardware’s legal capacity will in-
crease to 200 from the current 90 and 
Goldman will seek a dance license. 
    The western end of Allen Street has 
become a problem spot with so many 
bars in a two-block strip. The area has 
had about 500 complaints to 911 over 
three years. 
    The Association was among groups 
seeking a 2 a.m. bar closing rather 
than the current 4 a.m., but that got 
nowhere in the Erie County Legisla-
ture. 
    With one glaring exception, the As-

sociation has been able to get new bar owners to voluntari-
ly agree to close at 2 a.m. 

The exception is Joseph Gugino, who is opening Fallie 
Allen’s, a restaurant and bar at 204-206 Allen, where Rust 
Belt Books and La Tee Da used to be. He did agree to close 
the rear covered patio by 11 p.m. on weekdays and mid-
night on weekends, and not have live music or dancing. 

But after first agreeing to a 2 a.m. bar closing, he 
changed his mind, complained to TV news outlets, and per-
suaded the Common Council to let his bar stay open until 4 
a.m. 

Hardware takes steps to satisfy College St. neighbors 

$60,000 will be spent on upgrades. 
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Continued from Page One 

Ellicott Street. No trouble for residents perhaps, but poten-

tially confusing for visitors. 
“Before this change is made,” the plan says, “additional 

community outreach will be required to ensure the new 

traffic flow functions well for the neighbors and businesses 

in the immediate area.” 
In addition, bicycle lanes will be added this year to 

South Elmwood Avenue from Virginia to Niagara 

Street, although their configuration – single lanes on each 

side of the street or a protected double track on the west 

side – is unclear. 
The Main and Virginia streets projects will not begin 

until next year at the earliest, because the city needs to 

identify funds to construct them, nearly $1 million for the 

first phase on Main and $83,000 for Virginia. 
The Main Street vision may encounter opposition from 

Allentown businesses because it would eliminate 30 me-

tered parking spots between Allen and Virginia; 15 me-

tered spots between Virginia and Edward, and 18 mostly 
unmetered spots between Allen and North. 

In those blocks, Hyatt’s, EPIC, St. Louis Church and 

the Salvation Army have off-street parking. Most other 

businesses, including Coco, Eyes, Lovejoy Pizza and Just 

Vino do not.  
North of Allentown all the way to Kensington, street 

parking doesn’t seem too important. Nearly all businesses 

in that long stretch have parking lots. 

The North Pearl Street Block Club opposes the loss of 
Main Street parking. Their street already gets an overflow 

of parkers going to venues on Main and Allen streets and to 

the Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus. 

Justin Booth, executive director of GObike Buffalo said 
“The plan's goal is to increase bicycle use and provides 

some conceptual designs as to how that could be accommo-

dated. Please be assured that before any project moves for-

ward there would be extensive public input from all stake-

holders.”   
Henry Raess, event manager at GObike and a director 

of the Allentown Association, said small businesses should 

not fear loss of parking because along bike paths, patroni-

zation by bicyclists outweighs sales to people in cars. 

“Bicyclists spend less per trip, but they shop more often,” 

he said. 
On a strip in New York City, sales at shops rose 40 per-

cent after a protected bike lane went in, he said. 

Allen Street would have had dedicated bike lanes under 

reconstruction plans that would have eliminated parking on 
one side. But community opposition forced the city to keep 

parking on both sides in the upcoming project, with slightly 

widened traffic lanes called “sharrows” – vehicles and bi-

cycles sharing traffic lanes. 

The bicycle master plan is posted on the city’s website, 
www.ci.buffalo.ny.us, along with an appendix that ex-

plains how the plan was researched and designed. (They 

are big PDFs and may take a few minutes to load on your 

computer.)    
Mayor Byron Brown is proud of having added 10 miles 

of bicycle lanes a year under his administration, totaling 90 

miles by the end of this year. That pace will now speed up, 

with the goal of making Buffalo a world-class bicycling 
city. 

The city envisions 150 miles of bike paths in two years 

and nearly 400 miles in 10 years. 
The master plan was funded by the state Department of 

Transportation, the New York State Energy Research and 
Development Authority (NYSERDA), and the city. GO-
bike Buffalo administered the project. 

This shows the Main Street concept in detail: Vehicles have two 11-foot travel lanes and a 14-foot turning lane. 

Public input will be sought before implementation 

Virginia Street from Elmwood to Main as it would 
look if it were changed to one-way east for vehicles 
and two-way for bicycles. 
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Calendar of Summer Events 
Allendale Theater, 203 Allen St. Theatre of Youth 

presents “The True Story of the Three Little Pigs,” for   
ages 4 and up, through June 4. New season begins in Sep-
tember. For information and tickets, call 884-4400, see 
www.theatreofyouth.org.   

Allentown Art Festival 59th annual show will be held 
June 11 and 12 from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Delaware Ave. 
between North and Tupper streets; Allen Street between 
Elmwood Avenue and Franklin Street, and Franklin be-
tween Allen and Virginia streets. Sponsored by Allentown 
Village Society Inc.  

Allentown Association. Board of Directors, June 14, 
July 12, Aug. 9, 7 p.m., Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural 
National Historic Site. Allen West Festival, Allen Street 
west of Elmwood Avenue, June 11 and 12, 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m. For information call 881-1024, see 
www.allentown.org.  

Art Dialogue Gallery, 5 Linwood Ave., Tuesday to 
Friday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Saturday, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Works by Diana B. Slatin, through June 17. Screen prints 
by Dorothy Markert, June 24 through Sept. 2. For infor-
mation call 885-2251, see artdialoguegallery.com.    

Artists Group Gallery, 1 Linwood Ave. Tuesday 
through Friday 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Saturday, 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Niagara Frontier Water Color Society annual exhibi-
tion, through June 17. Works by Fred Fielding, William 
McCullagh, Eileen Pleasure, Beverly Steller, June 24 to 
July 29.  Brunch with Albright Knox director, June 26, call 
for information, call, 885-2251 or see wnyag.com. 

Betty’s restaurant, 370 Virginia St. at College 
Street. Paintings by Bill Cooper, through July 17. Mixed 
media and paintings by Dana Hatchett, through Sept. 18. 

Buen Vivir gallery, 148 Elmwood Ave., Tuesday to 
Friday, 1:30 to 4:30 p.m., also Friday, 6 to 8 p.m., Satur-
day, 1 to 3 p.m. “Soulja” sculpture, prints, paintings and 
mobile murals by Cassandra, June 3 to July 29 from 6 to 9 
p.m., also Sunday, June 5, from noon to 5 p.m., for Gay 
Pride. For information call 931-5833, see                    
Buenvivirgallery.org.  

Buffalo Big Print gallery, 78 Allen St. Monday 
through Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Nature photography of 
the Thousand Islands by Liesl Keyser, June 3 to 30. For 
information call 884-1777. 

Buffalo Pride Parade, June 5, noon, Elmwood Ave-
nue from Buffalo State College to Allen Street. 

El Museo, 91 Allen St., Tuesday to Saturday, noon 
to 5 p.m. New York State Art Teachers Association show, 
June 3 to 18. Soft sculptures by Tommy Nguyen, July 1 to 
30. First annual members’ show, Aug. 5 to 20. For infor-
mation, call 464-4692. 

First Friday Gallery Tours, Allentown galler ies will 
have extended evening hours, some with new exhibits and 
receptions, June 3, July 8 (delayed due to Independence 
Day), Aug. 5. See “Events” at www.allentown.org. 

Glow and Prism Galleries, 224 Allen St., Tuesday to 
Saturday, noon to 5 p.m. “Chroma,” Pride exhibit by sev-
eral artists,  June 3 to 30. For information call 983-2112. 

Indigo gallery, 74 Allen St., Tuesday to Fr iday, noon 
to 5 p.m.; Saturday, noon to 3 p.m. Recent work by John 
Dickson, through July 2, opening reception June 3. 
“Summer in the City,” group exhibition, July 8 to Aug. 21. 
For information, call 768-3238. 

Karpeles Manuscript Library Museum, 220 Nor th 
St., 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday-Sunday. For information 
call 885-1986.  

Kleinhans Music Hall, Buffalo Philharmonic Or-
chestra, “An Alpine Symphony in Images: Novak, 
Strauss,” June 4, 8 p.m. June 5, 2:30 p.m. Finals, JoAnn 
Falletta International Guitar Concerto Competition, 
June 11. For tickets call 885-5000 or see www.bpo.org. 

Nina Freudenheim Gallery, Hotel Lenox, 140 North 
St. Tuesday through Friday 10 to 5; Saturdays by appoint-
ment. New Paintings by Robert Swain, through July 7. 
Group exhibition, July 10 through the month of August. 
For information call 882-5777.  

Pausa Art House, 19 Wadswor th St.  Ar t, music, 
entertainment café, Thursday, Friday, Saturday, from 6 
p.m. to midnight. Concerts at 8 p.m. June 2, Boléo, guitar 
quintet; June 3, Greg Millar Quartet; June 4, 12th Night 
Klesmsan with Moshe Shulman; June 9, Elliot Scozzaro, 
saxophone; June 10, Abanadan, Irish traditional music; 
June 11, Bobby Prente; June 16, Valerian Ruminski does 
Charles Bukowski; June 17, Ralph Fava, guitar; June 18, 
Calvin Parmer Quartet; June 25, Gruvology. Call 697-
9069. See www.pausaarthouse.com.  

Studio Hart, 65 Allen St. Tuesday through Satur -
day, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. “We Were Here Once Before” pho-
tographs by Evan Hawkins, June 3 to 25.  For information 
call 536-8337.  

Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural National Historic 
Site (Wilcox Mansion), 641 Delaware Ave. Hours, 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; 
Tuesday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Saturday and Sunday, noon to 5 
p.m. Art @the Site, June 7, July 5, Aug. 2, 5 to 7:30 p.m.; 
TRivia Nite, June 21, July 19, Aug. 16., 6:30 p.m. Speaker 
night, June 28, July 18, Aug. 23, 6 p.m. Teddy Bear Pic-
nic, July 28, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Call 884-0095 or see 
www.trsite.org for tickets or information. 

The Calendar of Events is compiled by Pete Carroll. 
Email calendar submissions to pcbonjoura@gmail.com.  
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The Allentown Association: Serving Buffalo’s Great Historic Neighborhood for  50 + years 

Incorporated in 1963 as a 501(c)3 charitable not-for profit 
community organization. Our Mission Statement:  
The only purpose of The Allentown Association is to 
serve its community. It does that through efforts to beau-

tify the neighborhood; to encourage historic preservation 
and property maintenance; to promote appropriate busi-
ness development; to fight crime, and to protect and en-
hance Allentown’s unique urban ambiance. 

OFFICERS:  
President: Jonathan White 
First VP: Andrew Pace 
Second VP: Seth Amman 
Third VP: Laine Walnicki 
Treasurer: Kelly Martin  
Secretary: J illian Stiefel 

DIRECTORS: 
Chris Brown, Trina Burruss,    
Bob Fink, Gretchan Grobe,  
Brian Gould, Stanton Hudson, 
Christina Kneis, Ekua Mends-
Aidoo, Jim Nash, Christopher 
Poole,  Kevin Rabener,  

Henry Raess, Patrick Ryan, 
Max Stephen, Elizabeth 
Switzer 
Ex-officio (non voting): 
Pete Carroll, Caitlin Crowell, 
Richard Haynes, Elizabeth 
Licata, Adam Sokol 

Executive Director: 
Andrew Eisenhardt 

The Allentown Association 
is buying a house at 61 College 
St. for its headquarters nearly a 
year after its office at 14 Allen 
St. in the Red Jacket Building 
was wrecked and flooded in an 
accident during the building’s 
renovation. 

For months, a committee of 
directors has been looking at 
sites to buy or rent. It bid on a 
couple of places, but got outbid 
in the neighborhood’s current 
hot real estate market. 

The Association agreed to 
pay $157,400 for the 1,500-
square-foot house, which is on 
lower College fairly close to 
Allen. 

It is not a showcase. It needs 
some work. 

Built in 1890 as a single-
family home, its upper level at 
some point was converted into a 
separate one-bedroom flat. 

Over the years it was altered 
in ways that now make it “non-contributing” to the historic 
district. Modern-looking windows replaced some period-

style windows. A concrete porch 
and steps with wrought-iron railings 
replaced the old wood porch and 
railings. It hasn’t been sided, 
though. 
     It has a full, dry basement; 
forced-air heat; a small backyard. It 
sold for $88,000 in 2006, and for 
$25,000 in 1994. 
     The Association is using the 
bulk of its $164,000 reserve fund to 
buy it. 
     The lower flat will be used as 
the Association’s office and meet-
ing space. After the upper flat gets 
some new paint and a new bath-
room floor, the Association expects 
to rent it for $750 a month to begin 
replenishing the reserve fund. 
     President Jonathan White said 
he will be putting out the call for a 
couple of “painting parties.” 
     Three times over its 53-year his-
tory the Association has invested in 
the neighborhood by buying and 

fixing properties to use as its head-
quarters. Now 61 College is the fourth.  

Association buys 61 College St. for its new HQ 

Upstairs flat will provide some rental income. 
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Just in time for Gay Pride Week, here’s a look at Allentown’s gay heritage 

A gay history of Allentown  
By CHRISTOPHER N. BROWN 

A LLENTOWN has long been known as a place 
that welcomed the bohemians, the artists, the po-

ets, the actors, and gays − not that the list is mutually ex-
clusive!  

Where to start? In the 19th century, no one in Buffalo 
“came out” as gay, but there were relationships which 
could be described as homosocial, or in modern colloqui-
alism, “bromance” – deep, emotionally-connected, same-
gender relationships − even while the bounds of their 
physical connection remain unclear.  

For example, William Pryor Letchworth (1823-1910), 
whose family owned grand homes on North and Park 
streets, is best known today 
as the donor of his Glen Iris 
country estate for Letch-
worth State Park. James 
Nicholl Johnston was an 
Irish lad, eight years young-
er than Letchworth when 
they met. He was employed 
by Letchworth’s iron-works 
company, Pratt & Letch-
worth. 

Letchworth became 
Johnston’s lifelong, devoted 
friend and patron. Neither 
man ever married. Their 
committed friendship and 
their various artistic, intel-
lectual, and charitable interests consumed their lives. 

Letchworth moved to Glen Iris, where he hosted the 
“Nameless Club” for young men devoted to writing and 
reading poetry. In 1912, two years after Letchworth died, 
his biographer, J.N. Larned, wrote: “In 1857 about a half-
dozen men spent all possible evenings in a pleasant library 
room … made a most attractive place of resort by the pres-
ence of its charming librarian, David Gray …” Larned 
wrote that for Letchworth, Gray and Johnston were “two 
men to whom his heart went out with a warmth of affec-
tion that he gave probably to no others.” 

1950s-1960s 
The modern LGBTQ community in Allentown traces 

its origins to the 1950s. In fact, the neighborhood name 
“Allentown” might never have come about except for the 
influx of gay men here in that period. Before then, it was 
simply known as the Allen Street neighborhood. Gay resi-
dents drove the idea of creating an urban village, inspired 
by Greenwich Village. Dom Trapani lived at 353 Franklin 
St., where in 1955 he opened Buffalo's first gay-owned 
coffee house, Coffee Encores, in the space that is now Rue 

Franklin Restaurant. It had a mixed clientele of gay and 
straight patrons, displayed art works, and employed young 
local poets and folk singers at night. 

The first Allentown Art Festival drew 20,000 people in 
1958, and by then the neighborhood had a solid reputation 
as the place for the Beat Generation. 

Allentown’s first gay bar, Black Magic, (1957-60) 
opened in an elegant Midway row house basement at 471 
Delaware Ave. It featured a young pianist, Guy Boleri, at a 
baby-grand piano. The clientele was exclusively men, and 
group sing-alongs were popular. 

Allen Street’s first gay bar was the Blackstone Grill 
(1968-1970) at 140 Allen. Originally a biker bar, in the 
late 1960s, gays began to patronize it. 

Irving Place, Park and Mariner streets formed the nu-
cleus of Allentown’s “gayborhood” of houses tightly sited 
on narrow lots where gay men felt safe and where other 
residents were welcoming. Gay parties there spurred 
neighborhood revitalization as each man would proudly 
show off his historic home and renovations in process. 

The most sought-after invitation was from Gale Wil-
mer Thacker (1908-2008) and his lover Jack Bronold, at 
70 Park St. They were known for making perfect martinis.  

Some of the other gay pioneers included First Presby-
terian Church organist Squire G. Haskin (1910-1985), who 
lived at 121 College St.   

Another notable gay Allentown pioneer was physician 
Dr. Max A. Schneider (1922-2014), who operated a prac-
tice nearby on Barker Street. An infatuation with firemen 
at the age of 10 inspired him to become a doctor. “There 
was a fire at the house next door and the fireman needed a 
Band-Aid. That's when I decided I'd be a doctor … Every 
day I'd come home from school, have milk and cookies 
and then go to the firehouse and do my homework.” In-
deed, he became the Buffalo Fire Department’s surgeon. 

When Schneider moved to California in 1964, the Buf-
falo Courier-Express, reporting on his move, felt it im-
portant to disclose that he was 41 years old and “a bache-
lor.” Schneider did marry, but it wasn’t until 2013, and it 
wasn’t to a woman. It was to Ron Smelt, with whom he’d 
had nearly a 45-year relationship. 

The 1970s 
Greenwich Village’s Stonewall Inn appears to be well 

on its way to being named a National Park, and even 

William Pryor Letchworth 

EDITOR’S NOTE: This story is based on a longer 
historical monograph researched and written by Allen-
town Association director Christopher N. Brown for a 
presentation he gave at the 2016 NY Statewide 
Preservation Conference May 5-7 in Troy. 
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though it’s in Manhattan, the riots 
there in 1969 had ripple effects here. 

Dr. Jim D. Haynes, a Buffalo State 
College biology professor who lived 
on Johnson Park, became a founding 
member of The Mattachine Society of 
the Niagara Frontier in 1970, along 
with bar owner Jim Garrows and folk 
singer Madeline Davis. In addition to 
publishing a newsletter, The Fifth 
Freedom, the Mattachine Society 
sponsored community dances at a time 
when it was illegal to dance with a 
person of the same gender at an estab-
lishment licensed to serve alcohol. 

Dan and Joe Vuich, a gay couple, 
opened the Allen Restaurant at 45 Al-
len in 1977, and in 1980 moved it to 
16 Allen, a Civil War-era brick house. 
It harkened to 1940s-era simple and 
intimate elegance. Most memorable 
was being greeted by “Gracie,” a man-
nequin of a torch lounge singer, perched atop an upright 
player piano, in the entrance hall. 

Completing Allentown’s Greenwich Village-like atmos-
phere were antique shops, some of them operated by gay 
men. William J. “Bill” Eaton and James A. “Jim” Fisch 
opened Eaton’s Antiques at 115 Elmwood Ave., in 1973. 
Eaton served on the Allentown Association’s board of di-
rectors and was also chairman of Buffalo’s first “Cause for 
Celebration,” an annual event fundraiser for the treatment 
of people with AIDS and HIV. Rhinopotamus, a plant and 
gift store at 147 Allen, was opened by a lesbian couple. 

A Gay Community Services Center opened in 1973 at 
45 Allen. The Fifth Freedom noted: “The desirability and 
viability of the location certainly can't be disputed. In the 
heart of Buffalo's gay ‘ghetto’ − Allentown.” 

1980s landmark legal case 
The low brick wall on North Street at Delaware Avenue  

and the corner of North and Irving were favorite cruising 
spots for young gay men, some of them “hustlers.” 

On a hot night of Aug. 7, 1981, a young Buffalo gay 
man, Robert Uplinger, wandered to North Street, where he 
hoped to make a connection. At about 3 a.m., he eyed Ste-
ven J. Nicosia, a handsome young man sitting on the steps 
of the Hotel Lenox. They started a brief chat. Uplinger 
asked Nicosia if he was a police officer. Nicosia replied, 
“no.” Their conversation was interrupted when a police car 
drove by and officers told the two to “move on.” 

Nicosia walked away. Uplinger followed him, and invit-
ed him to his apartment. Nicosia asked why, to which Up-
linger responded: “Well, do you just want to come over?” 
Nicosia responded: “No, I’m scared with the police. I’m 
going to leave.” Uplinger then told Nicosia: “If you drive 
me over to my place, I’ll blow you.” Nicosia revealed he 

was a Buffalo police officer and arrested Uplinger for loi-
tering in a public place for “the purpose of engaging in or 
soliciting another person to engage in deviate sex.” 

This simple case turned landmark after Buffalo civil 
rights attorney William Gardner took it on, appealing it up 
to the state Court of Appeals, which in 1983 declared the 
loitering statute for sexual purposes unconstitutional. 

In response, Erie County District Attorney Richard Ar-
cara appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court. It was the first 
federal case where a gay man asserted his right to engage 
in consensual sodomy and openly invited someone to his 
home to participate. In May 1984, the Supreme Court dis-
missed the appeal on grounds it had no merit. 

Today and tomorrow 
Allentown remains the largest neighborhood of LGBTQ 

residents in Buffalo. It still has the largest concentration of 
bars − Cathode Ray, Funky Monkey, Q, and Fugazi. Buffa-
lo’s monthly LGBTQ periodical, Loop Magazine and its 
Glow Gallery are on Allen Street. 

What’s the future hold? In their 2016 Journal of Ameri-
can Culture article “Gay Ghet-
toes Growing Gray,” Buffalo-
based urban planning professors 
Alex Bitterman and Daniel 
Baldwin Hess note that Allen-
town and similar neighborhoods 
nationwide have diminished as 
gay districts as younger LGBTQ 
persons are absorbed into a more 
mainstream urban context. 
So it is more urgent than ever to 

record the LGBTQ stories associ-
ated with these places.  

Buffalo’s Mattachine Society demonstrates for gay rights at a rally in    
Albany in 1971. Madeline Davis (center right, holding sign) on her way 
back to Buffalo wrote the ballad “Stonewall Nation.” 

Gay bars are here, 
but patrons live all 
over. 
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By PETE CARROLL 
Among new businesses in Allentown is a lingerie bou-

tique, Lace & Day, 445 Franklin St., specializing in bra 
fitting and undergarments. It has been opened by two sis-
ters who grew up on Irving Place.  

Styles range from “flirty to Buffalo cozy,” and include 
unusual European brands. Men’s boxer shorts are also 
available.  

The owners are Emily Constantine Doren and Holly 
Constantine Ortman. Hours are Tuesday to Saturday 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Parking is available in the lot behind the 
store, off Woodbury Alley. Call 884-1580; see               
laceandday.com or email info@laceandday.com. 

Car-Tones has reopened at 625 Delaware Ave. at 
North Street, offering lunches, eat-in and take-out, catering 
and deliveries from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily except Sunday. 
Tony Calato who operated the restaurant in the1980s has 
reopened with his stepson, Marcello Virginia. 

The menu features pizzas, subs, burgers, calzones, 
chicken fingers, wings and salads. Phone 424-2259.  

The Franklin Salon & Esthetics has opened at 452 
Franklin St. offering haircuts for women, men and children, 

styling, color and highlighting, waxing, nails, makeup and 
facials, with Aveda products used exclusively. Hours are 
Tuesday to Friday from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Saturday from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. The owners are Shannon Kucharski, Dorothy 
Pickens and Amy Peters. Phone 883-3452. 

Gabriel’s Barber Shop at 40 Allen St. has been 
opened by Gabriel Rodriguez. “It’s a traditional American 
walk-in barber shop,” he said. He learned barbering as an 
apprentice to his grandfather, Tony Pinzone who has a bar-
ber shop in Kenmore. Gabriel’s hours are Monday to Satur-
day from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Phone 989-8220. 

General Physician, PC, a group medical practice 
with several locations in Western New York, has opened a 
women’s health office at 520 Delaware Ave., moving from 
899 Main St.  

The office has two physicians, Dr. Angela McLellan 
and Dr. Jamie Szczepanski, and three nurse-practitioner-
level staff members. Carly Siters is the office manager.  

New patients are being accepted, with appointments 
from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. Phone 656-
4077. 

National Night Out is Aug. 2 
National Night Out, the campaign that promotes po-

lice-community partnerships and neighborhood camara-
derie, is held nationwide on the first Tuesday of August. 
This year, that’s Aug. 2. 

Join the Allentown Association and the Kleinhans 
Community Association 6:30-8:30 p.m. that day for a 
friendly get-together with neighbors, B District police 
officers and city officials. It will be staged outside First 
Presbyterian Church on Symphony Circle. There’s no 
admission charge; children are welcome, and food and 
beverages will be provided. 

New Businesses 

Native Allentowners return to open lingerie shop 
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Expect demolition to begin soon on the buildings of the 
former Nazareth Nursing Home at 279 North St., to be re-
placed on their same foundations by a 113,000-square-foot 
senior living complex. 

The new $20 million project will be three stories tall 
facing North Street and four stories in the rear, as opposed 
to the current building’s two stories throughout. The front 
portion will have 123 suites for assisted living and the rear 
will have 136 beds for residents needing more attentive 
care. 

The three-acre property extends all the way back to 
Summer Street, with parking in the rear. 

Bill Reich, a Buffalonian who owned a major jewelry 
manufacturer, is developing the project with his California-
based brother, Andrew Plant, who owns La Jolla, Calif.-
based Westmont Senior Living LLC. 

This will be Westmont’s first senior complex outside of 
California. 

Reich met with directors of the Allentown Association 
and members of the Buffalo Preservation Board, incorpo-
rating some of their suggestions into the final design. The 
Association endorsed the project and the Preservation 
Board approved it. 

When it opens by early 2018, Westmont plans on em-
ploying 50 full- and part-time workers. 

Reich acquired the site from Uniland Development Co., 
which had purchased it more than a year ago for $1 million 
from the Franciscan Sisters of the Immaculate Conception. 
After Nazareth closed in 2007, Catholic Health System 
occupied it for offices until its new headquarters was com-
pleted last year on Genesee Street.  

Uniland wanted to quickly tear down the existing build-
ings to build upscale condos, without detailing exactly 
what the condo buildings would look like. The Association 
objected to demolition without a final design in place. 

18 apartments planned  
Another project that should begin soon is renovation of 

810 Main St. near Edward St., a four-story brick building 
that has ArtVoice is on the ground floor and three vacant 
floors above. 

Frank Chinnici’s Legacy Development plans to restore 
the building and turn its empty floors into three big apart-
ments.  

Behind it on St. Louis Place, Legacy will tear down a 
60-year-old concrete-block building, keeping its founda-
tion to support a new four-story wood-frame structure that 
will have 15 apartments on the upper three floors, with a 
lobby and 18 indoor parking spaces on the first floor. 

The total cost is $4.8 million and should be completed 
late next summer. 

Above, the Westmont Senior Living Center planned for North Street. 
At right, 810 Main St., where restoration and new construction are set. 

New senior living center set for Nazareth site 



 ALLENTOWN ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP FORM 

  

  

NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
ADDRESS:  ________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
TELEPHONE: __________________________   EMAIL: ____________________________________________ 
  
If business, name of manager or owner:  _______________________________________________________ 
  
Please select a contribution level:  Optional activities/committees you’d like to help with: 
  

     □ Benefactor  $1000        □ Beautification    
     □ Patron  $  500        □ Housing/Historic Preservation  
     □ Contributing $  250        □ Business development   
     □ Sustaining  $  100        □ Crime prevention 
     □ Business  $    50        □ Allen West Festival  (adjacent to Allentown Art Festival) 
     □ Family  $    40        □ Special fundraising events 
     □ Individual  $    35        □ First Fridays events 
     □ Student/Senior $    20        □ Nomination to the board of directors 
  
     All contributions are tax-deductible. Please make a check payable to: The Allentown Association, Inc. 

       Mail to: Allentown Association, 14 Allen Street, Buffalo, NY 14202. 
  
Please feel free to enclose a note with any ideas you have for improving the neighborhood, or suggestions for 
strategies you think the Association should be pursuing or additional activities you think it should engage in. 


