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There’ll be caroling and wagon rides with Santa on Frist Friday Dec. 2, and a Holiday Tour of Homes on Sunday, Dec. 11.

December festivities include Holiday Tour of Homes
These two major events will usher
in the holidays in Allentown this year:
1) The First Fridays Gallery Walk
on Dec. 2 will again feature Santa,
caroling and a tree-lighting; and
2) A Secrets of Allentown Holiday
Tour of Homes on Sunday, Dec. 11,
will show off some beautiful residences decorated for Christmas.
The December First Friday events
have become a very popular kick-off

to the season that residents and visitors
have come to expect and look forward
to. But the Tour of Homes is a new
twist. The Allentown Association hasn’t sponsored one in four years, and
never in December. Here are details
about both:

First Friday

The neighborhood’s art galleries
will be open 6-9 p.m. on Dec. 2, some

with complimentary drinks and snacks
and live music.
Special video projections of holiday classics as well as pieces by local
artists will be in storefronts along Allen Street.
There will be a tree lighting at the
corner of Allen and Park streets at
6:30 p.m., and free horse-drawn carriage rides with Santa 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Continued on Page 5

Board elects Seth Amman president
The Allentown Association has a new
president and four new directors.
At the annual membership meeting Oct. 25
in the Allendale Theater, members elected a
slate of 21 directors, and at a board meeting
Nov. 8, the directors in turn elected their officers.
The new president is Seth Amman, an architect who had been a vice president. Amman has been very involved in several Association activities, including First Friday Gallery
Walks. He wrote the application that won a
Seth Amman

$300,000 Buffalo Green Fund grant to finance
business improvements on Allen Street.
Former president Jonathan White is now a
vice president who will occupy the Association’s seat on the board of the Buffalo Niagara
Medical Campus.
Andrew Pace and Laine Walnicki remain
as vice presidents, and Jillian Stiefel remains
secretary.
New to the board are:
Treasurer Kristie White, who grew up in
Jamestown and holds a degree in accounting
Continued on Page 2
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New directors bring skills
the Association can tap
to advance its mission
Continued from Page One
from SUNY Fredonia. For 22 years, she has worked at the
Center for Hospice & Palliative Care, where she is currently director of finance.
She recently moved into an apartment in the newly renovated Knights of Columbus building on Delaware Avenue. “It's such a beautiful building with incredible architecture,” she said. “I fell in love with it immediately.”
“I am finally at the point in my life, with my children
away at college, that I have the time to give my time to
other things that I feel are of value,” she said. “Growing up
in a small town there was always the sense of community.
I did not find that in the suburbs, but do feel that here in
Allentown. As a resident, I truly value and appreciate all
that the Association does for this community.”
Sarah Warner wor ks for the BNMC in digital mar keting communications. This includes updating
and maintaining website content, developing and expanding social media posts and outreach, and designing and
writing monthly e-newsletters. Sarah is also the main point
person for planning and executing BNMC’s signature net-

Bob Fink, chair of the Nominating Committee, speaks at
the annual membership meeting Oct. 25 about the board
lineup for 2016-17.

working events.
She is a Buffalo State College grad with degrees in public relations and Spanish, and holds a master’s from Canisius College in integrated marketing communication. She
previously held fundraising and marketing positions at
both for-profit and non-profit organizations.
She and her husband live in the neighborhood.
Dennis Martinez holds a master ’s in education from
Niagara University and is the state Department of Education’s regional coordinator for business relations and workforce development. After living in Lewiston for 15 years,
he moved to Allentown in 2009, quickly joined the Association and bought a home on upper Mariner, where he lives
with his partner James Wieland.
“Allentown is a great neighborhood,” he said. “Mariner
Street is the friendliest place I've ever lived.”
His interests include music, gardening, art, architecture,
local history and historic preservation.
His neighborhood concerns include maintenance and
development of business diversity on Allen Street, beautification issues and parking.
Ryan V. Stearns is an attor ney pr acticing commer cial real estate law at Lippes Mathias Wexler Friedman. He
grew up in Williamsville, graduated from Buffalo State
College, and moved to New York for law school, where he
stayed for seven years.
Moving back to Buffalo, he rented an apartment last
year on Franklin Street. “I became more and more aware
as to why Allentown is such a special place − the history,
the community, etc. − so we bought a house in Allentown
a couple of months ago. Our seller was so excited for us to
join the Allentown community that he bought us our first
year of Allentown Association membership dues.”
Stearns is an outdoorsman and a member of the Urban
Land Institute, which focuses on issues of conservation,
urbanization and sustainable development. “I think Allentown is certainly susceptible to the threats of unhinged development as Buffalo grows,” he said. “Allentown is going
to continue to need advocates to help protect what makes it
special.”
Exiting the board are Trina Burruss, Brian Gould, Jim
Nash and Henry Raess. Gould will remain as an ex-officio
(non-voting) director.
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Allentown enhances my small-town ethos
By SETH AMMAN
Allentown Association President
I came to Buffalo in 2000 to pursue a degree in architecture, after growing up in the small town of Andover,
N.Y., about two hours from Buffalo, near Alfred.
After earning my undergraduate degree, I decided to
stay at the University at Buffalo to complete a master’s in
architecture. I always had it in my mind that I would leave
Buffalo for another part of the country, or even the world.
But after six years in Buffalo, I started to develop my
own trusted community. Having come from a small rural
town, where I knew nearly everyone, a sense of community
was ingrained in me. Buffalo made me feel at home.
After graduating, I lived in a couple places around the
city, but became fixated on Allentown starting in 2008
when I rented two apartments before meeting my wife on
the same street where we now own a house − imagine that!
I always liked the grittiness of Allentown. It is bohemian, but sensitive at the same time. Even with its quickly
changing economics, its streets connect right to downtown,
the medical campus, the subway, multiple bus lines, the
Elmwood Village, and the ever-so-interesting West Side.
Allentown is one of Buffalo’s vital organs.
After working at two architecture firms for a total of
eight years, it was time for a change. Departing a secure
job was difficult, but I decided to start my own architecture
practice and invest in the community, a primary goal in the
vision for my business.
Beginning as a volunteer for the Allentown Association
and another community group on Niagara Street called Vision Niagara, I started to get to know more neighbors and
what really happens in these places, who helps to form
them and act as their stewards. It wasn’t long after starting
to volunteer for the Association that I was interviewed to
be a board member. These interactions and experiences
really reminded me of my upbringing and the spirit it takes
to bring a community together. The Allentown Association
has done this for 53 years now, which is pretty incredible,
and starting my third year on the board I am honored to

have been elected president.
While I am pretty young at the age of 34, I have traveled to experience and live in other cultures globally. I believe in making better places for people to enjoy, and I
think it’s my travels and my upbringing in small town USA
that grounds me.
Also, the skills I have as an architect allow a juggling of
the technical and design realms to create a place people
love … hopefully! I believe these are some of my greatest
assets to the Association. I like to smile and have fun, and I
would love to do that by making my community better. It’s
mine, it’s ours, it belongs to all who visit it, so let’s make it
as good as it can be.
I believe the Association needs to take some steps to
grow and to strategize on what is relevant for Allentown
today. We are really fortunate to have board members who
have lived in Allentown for three or more decades: that
kind of institutional legacy is an asset. Going forward I see
harnessing that legacy knowledge to improve staff capacity
and the use of technology, which will streamline many of
the programs and services the Association offers.
In fact, one of the critical outcomes of this process will
be to effectively communicate what the Association does
with more regularity and in a more engaging way with the
help and expertise of current board members. Meanwhile,
we will listen to feedback along the way to more effectively serve Allentown residents and businesses. I am excited
to get to work on this.
Outside my non-profit and professional worlds, my wife
Gaia and I enjoy traveling. She is a biology professor at
D’Youville College and is a published author, in science as
well as in fiction with four novels to date. Her family lives
in Northern Italy so we try to visit them when we can and
see new places along the way.
In short, I am very excited to begin this new adventure,
hoping to bring many benefits to the Allentown Association and community, and learning from its members.
You can learn more about Seth Amman and his architecture practice at sethamman.com and arch-type.com.

Susan Lenahan,
CRS, CBR
Associate Broker

2007-2015 Agent of the Year

431 Delaware Ave., Buffalo

susielenahan@gmail.com
www.susanlenahan.com
Your City Expert!

Cell: 864-6757

www.bnmc.org
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2 high-profile sites
undergoing upscale
transformations
The last problem property on the
Allentown side of Main Street between Allen and Virginia streets – the
old Roxy’s nightclub at 884 Main – is
being renovated.
Peter A. Rouff, a Tonawanda orthodontist and real estate developer, is
transforming the 6,824-square-foot
building into a first-floor restaurant,
second-floor offices and two thirdfloor apartments.
New pavement, outdoor patio
space, lawn, planting beds, and fencing are planned. The four wood-fluted
columns in the front of the mansion
will be restored, with cast-iron decorations and Roman Corinthian capitals
on top. The Buffalo Preservation
Board approved the project Sept. 1.
Built in 1883 as a private home, the
mansion over the years has been a ho-

Transformations are underway of the old Roxy’s at 884 Main St. and the
Holiday Inn at 618 Delaware Ave.

tel and then a bar. Rouff Realty bought
it in October 2015 for $480,000. Rouff
also owns 888 Main next door, where
the Coco Bar & Bistro is located.
Work is also underway on the $8
million transformation of the former
Holiday Inn at 618 Delaware Ave. into
a more upscale Residence Inn by Marriott.

Benderson Development Co. built
the 8-story hotel 50 years ago, still
owns it, and is basically rebuilding it.
The interior is being gutted except for
the stairways and elevator core, the
façade is being replaced and the outdoor pool enclosed. Its 167 guest
rooms will become about 105 suites.
The project should be complete
next summer.

Association improving new HQ
There’s still a lot of work to be done on the Association’s new headquarters at 61 College St., but
progress is evident.
Outside, the front has been painted and wood
railings have replaced metal ones.
Inside, the upstairs bathroom has been renovated for a tenant who is already in place paying $800
a month. The furnace has been repaired, and
downstairs a wall has been removed to create a
space big enough for board meetings.
Members and directors have shown up at two
sessions to paint interior walls. The “$61 for 61”
61 College St. when acquired, left, and as it looks today, right.

campaign raised about $7,000 for work on the
property, and donors were invited to a party at
the house Nov. 17 to see what’s been done.

LOVEJOY PIZZA
900 Main St.

883-2323
We Deliver

www.lovejoypizza.com
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Association hopes to speed timetable on business grants
Alternative lender to assist
businesses that can’t get
normal bank financing

ness is important and something we
want to foster even with large developments right outside our borders.”
Based on what businesses and landThe Allentown Association intends lords told the Association as part of
to move quickly to get renovation and the grant application process, individurestoration work moving at Allen
al projects could be completed in a
Street businesses and buildings with
month, up to a year, “barring inclemassistance of the $300,000 Better Buf- ent weather for exterior restoration
falo Fund grant that the Association
projects, such as refinishing woodwas awarded in August.
work, re-pointing masonry, repairing
About $250,000 of the grant will be windows, etc.,” Amman said.
available to leverage what’s hoped to “However, the majority of the projects
be more than $2 million in private in- are interior-related work.”
vestment by business and building
The Allen Street funding falls unowners. The balance of the grant will der the Better Buffalo Fund’s Main
pay for street enhancements and adStreet Initiative. Under it, grant payministration.
ments are made as reimbursements,
“Allentown has been identified by after work has been completed. That
city and state officials as one of the
means owners have to front the money
key corridors and neighborhoods for
needed to do work at their sites.
improvement due to its important conThere may be business owners who
nections to downtown and the Buffalo could have trouble getting bank loans
Niagara Medical Campus next door,” to do that due to low credit scores or
said Association President Seth Ampast debt issues. To assist them, the
man. “Allen Street is largely comAssociation has reached out to Pathposed of small business owners, who
Stone Enterprise Center, an alternative
collectively create a diverse array of
small-business lender that also offers
retail and dining options. This unique-

technical assistance and training programs.
Its loans range from $5,000 to
$250,000 at annual interest rates of 7.5
percent to 9.5 percent. These rates may
seem high, but PathStone wants genuinely to assist small businesses that
can show passion, good numbers, and
“hustle.” PathStone’s loans can be approved in days if its financing board
approves of the business and its plan.
The Association will be contacting
eligible business and building owners
to gauge their interest and guide them
in making project plans. Then, winning proposals will be chosen under a
review process with guidelines that are
currently under development.
The Association will then disperse
grant funding, which can total up to 75
percent of project costs. Recipients
will be required to maintain the funded
work for a period of five years to show
dedication to the neighborhood.
The Association will distribute
more information over the coming
months once the contract is signed
with the Buffalo Main Street Initiative.
Call the Association with questions.

Dec. 11 Holiday Tour of Homes starts at noon and at 2 p.m.
Continued from Page One
Carolers will be wandering Allen
Street during the evening to add an
extra dose of holiday cheer.
Children love this event. Bring
your kids or grandchildren.
For full information on what each
gallery is planning, go to
www.allentown.org/first-fridays or
on Facebook the Allentown First Friday Gallery Walk page.

White, past president of the Association.
These private residences range
from wood Italianates to cottage style
houses and even a large brick mansion. Making the tour even more special, all the properties will be fully
decorated for Christmas.
There will be two tour starts on
Dec. 11 − the first from noon to 2
p.m., and the second from 2 to 4 p.m.
They begin at the co-sponsoring
Secrets of Allentown
Theodore
Roosevelt Inaugural NationThe Secrets of Allentown Holiday
al Historic Site, 641 Delaware Ave.,
Tour of Homes is a rare chance to go
which itself will be open as a first stop
inside some beautiful residences that
so many pass by each day and wonder on the tour. First-floor rooms of the
mansion will be decorated in the Vicwhat secrets dwell inside these wontorian style, including the library
derfully restored properties.
“We have some spectacular private where President Roosevelt took the
Oath of Office on Sept. 14, 1901.
houses that have never before been
The TR Site is where participants
open for public tours,” said Jonathan
will pick up tour booklets that list the

location and history of each house on
the self-guided tour.
A free trolley will stop at houses on
the tour to provide rides for those who
need them.
The Allentown Association office
at 61 College St. will be open for tourists to use the bathroom or to have a
cup of hot chocolate or coffee.
Tickets cost $35 for the general
public; $30 for members of the Allentown Association or the TR Site. Advance purchase is strongly recommended, since only a limited number
will be sold as a courtesy to the people
who so graciously are opening their
residences.
Tickets can be purchased at the TR
Site or online at trsite.yapsody.com.
Call the Association at 881-1024
with questions.
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Our historic homes may pose lead dangers
Here’s what to know,
what you ought to do
By NAN L. HAYNES

Young children in Western New
York – ages 5 and under – suffer from
the highest rate of lead poisoning in
upstate New York. It’s no surprise
since 87 percent of the homes in Erie
County were built before 1978, the
year the federal government banned
toxic lead-based paint from use in residential structures.
Prior to the ban the paint was widely used in homes. That means children
living in a historic neighborhood such
as ours face a high risk of exposure to
deteriorating lead-based paint.
No doubt any lead-based paint in
your home has been painted over
many times. Still it’s a threat to children because newer layers of paint
peel or flake, and the old paint under it
deteriorates into dust that children ingest.
While occasionally kids eat paint
chips, it’s not the only way or even the
most common way that lead makes its
way into their bodies. More commonly
they breathe in the dust, or touch dusty
surfaces or toys with their fingers they
then put in their mouths. And developing fetuses absorb lead ingested by
their mothers.
When kids ingest lead it affects
their still-developing brains, causing

Wet sanding prevents dust exposure.

cognitive and behavioral problems that
diminish their capacity to learn, and in
turn their capacity to earn a living as
adults. This should be a concern for all
of us who own older homes where
young children may visit, and of particular concern to pregnant women and
parents of young children who live in
older homes.
Landlords beware
It should also concern landlords of
older homes who rent to families with
young children. Landlords are liable
for injuries sustained by children due
to lead paint exposure when they
know there is deteriorating lead paint
in their premises, but fail to remediate
it. They’re liable even if based on the
circumstances they should have
known about the dangerous condition,
but fail to remediate it. That means
landlords who want to avoid the risk
of costly lawsuits should immediately

Lead exposure issues suddenly getting attention
The area’s lead-paint problems have been prominent in the news this year,
with both city and county officials announcing initiatives to reduce exposure
to children.
The Erie County Health Department recently added eight new staffers to
its Lead Poisoning Prevention Program. Contact them at 961-6800.
In late October, the city announced a publicity campaign to make residents
aware of lead dangers. The city’s 311 Resolution Line now includes an option
for lead concerns. And the city bought 1,000 do-it-yourself lead paint test kits
that are available to homeowners at the offices of their Common Council
member. (Caution: these kinds of kits may not be as accurate as more expensive professional ones.)
And there’s a host of information and relevant web links at
www.wipeoutlead.com, sponsor ed by the Community Foundation of
Greater Buffalo.

remediate any deteriorating paint they
even suspect contains lead.
By the way, if you are sued, it’s
extremely unlikely that your insurance
will cover you. More than 20 years
ago New York approved the use of
lead paint exclusions for insurance
carriers. The result is that most landlords have no insurance that covers
claims of lead exposure.
What to do
The good news is that is any home
can be made lead-safe. Even better,
you can make your historic home leadsafe for children without removing
significant decorative features and finishes, or architectural trim work that
may contribute to the building's historic character.
If you are doing remediation yourself, learn how to do it safely before
you begin. Some methods, for example, use of an open flame, actually exacerbate a dangerous lead paint condition by releasing lead dust into the air.
Visit epa.gov/lead to learn about
safer methods such as wet sanding and
use of encapsulant coatings.
If you are going to hire a contractor
to do the work,
make sure that
he or she has
the required
EPA lead certification, which
is mandated for
Look for this seal.
all home improvement activity in housing built before 1978 and in
any child-occupied facility.
The National Park Service has 47
concise publications that address all
types of preservation issues. One of
them, Preservation Brief No. 37, is
“Appropriate Methods for Reducing
Lead-Paint Hazards in Historic Housing.” Go to www.nps.gov/tps, click on
the “How to Preserve” tab and then on
“Preservation Briefs.”
Nan Haynes is an attorney experienced in lead and asbestos litigation.
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Neighborhood news notes . . .
City agrees to use unique elements
in design of Allen Street project

The city has agreed to shelve generically designed
street elements in the upcoming reconstruction of Allen
Street in favor of more unique components that will differentiate our “main street” from other business thoroughfares.
Allentown Association officers and members of the
Allen Street Extension Committee complained about some
details of the city’s final plan for the street, including:
Too-modern design of the bollards; the too-similar colors of street and sidewalk paving stones; use of sidewalk
trash cans instead of pole-mounted spin bins that make
show-shoveling easier; and not using the circled “A” logo
on benches and bike racks and into brick at major intersections to help brand the street.
The city agreed to make all the requested changes, but
has been unable to find a source for acceptable spin barrels.
New light standards will be single-lantern LEDs, but
the city agreed to save and store the existing doublelantern standards for possible use later, perhaps on
Wadsworth Street.

Look for badly broken sidewalks

Are there any really bad sidewalks on your street?
Please call the Association with the address at 881-1024
and we’ll check it out.
Mayor Brown said in October that the city would be
spending $11 million to repair sidewalks, mostly in poorer
neighborhoods, but the Association doesn’t want Allentown left out.
Sidewalks are normally the responsibility of property
owners, but the city may do repair work in some instances,
especially when the roots of a big tree in the city’s right-of
-way are cracking the concrete or pushing it up an inch or
more. Uneven sidewalks not only impair snow shoveling,
they can be a problem for handicap accessibility.

Properly maintained, this house could have been saved.

A demolition is likely on DeRutte Alley

A house on DeRutte Alley at the rear of the lot that is
20 Park St. appears headed for demolition after years of
neglect despite efforts of the Association and neighbors.
The property was recently sold, and the previous owner
was fined $500 in housing court in September for failing to
maintain it during his ownership. A city building inspector
said the rear structure is now so deteriorated that it’s beyond salvaging and he expects the new owners to seek permission of the Preservation Board to demolish it.

In other neighborhood news . . .

• To protect its intellectual property the Association is
trademarking five titles: Allentown Association, First Friday Gallery Walk, Allen West, Secrets of Allentown and
The Buffalo Blizzard Ball. Also, the circled-A logo.
• The Allentown Fall Festival held Oct. 1 earned about
$3,400 for the Association and was a great time for kids
and families. Event chair Christopher Poole said children
made 184 paper hats, got their faces painted and enjoyed
the petting zoo set up outside the Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site. Kids also painted all 250 pumpkins the Association bought. “We could have used 300,” he said.
• Re-Tree WNY planted 22 new trees in Allentown on
Nov. 5. Volunteers under Daniel Culross paired up in
teams, each of which got two trees to plant, and the work
went quickly.
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Calendar of winter events
Allendale Theater, 203 Allen St. Theatre of Youth
presents Junie B. Jones in “Jingle Bells, Batman Smells,”
for ages 6 and up, Dec. 3, 4, 10, 11, 17, 18 at 2 p.m. and
Dec. 17 at 10 a.m. “The Shakespeare Stealer,” for ages 8
and up, Jan. 28 and 29, and Feb. 4, 5, 11, 12 at 2 p.m. and
Feb. 11 at 10 a.m. For information and tickets, call 8844400, see www.theatreofyouth.org.
Allentown Association, 61 College St. Boar d of Directors, Dec. 13, Jan. 10, Feb. 14, 7 p.m.
Art Dialogue Gallery, 5 Linwood Ave., Tuesday to
Friday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Small
works by gallery artists, Nov. 19 to Jan. 30. For information call 885-2251, see artdialoguegallery.com.
Artists Group Gallery, 1 Linwood Ave. Tuesday
through Friday 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday, 11 a.m. to 3
p.m. 22nd annual Artful Gifts, Nov. 28 to Dec. 30; annual
non-juried members’ exhibition, Jan. 6 to Feb. 3; 20th annual juried members’ exhibition, traditional work, Feb. 10
to March 17. For information, call 885-2251 or see
wnyag.com.
Betty’s restaurant, 370 Vir ginia St. at College St.
New work by Cindi O’Mara, through Jan. 22.
Buen Vivir gallery, 148 Elmwood Ave., Tuesday to
Friday, 1 to 4 p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m., Saturday, 1 to 3 p.m.
For information call 931-5833, see Buenvivirgallery.org.
Buffalo Big Print gallery, 78 Allen St. Monday
through Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Ryan Hoerener, Cryptic Crayon, melted crayon on wood, Dec. 2 to 29; Dale
Schwalenberg, landscape photographs, Jan. 6 to 31. For
information call 884-1777.
El Museo, 91 Allen St., Tuesday to Satur day, noon
to 5 p.m. Stacey Robinson, “Branding the Afro Future,”
graphic design, through Dec. 17. For information, call 4644692.
First Friday Gallery Tours, Allentown galler ies will
have extended evening hours, some with new exhibits and
receptions, Dec. 2, Jan. 6, Feb. 3, all beginning at 6 p.m.
Indigo gallery, 74 Allen St., Tuesday to Fr iday, noon
to 5 p.m., Saturday, noon to 3 p.m. “Intention,” a group
show by nine artists distinguishing art from craft, through
Dec. 17; pop-up holiday shop, Dec. 2-17. Closed Dec. 18
through mid-January. Peter Sowiski, paper and printmaking, Feb. 3 to 28. For information, call 984-9572.
Karpeles Manuscript Library Museum, 220 Nor th
St. Thursday, Friday, Saturday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. “Avent of
the Nuclear Age.” Photos and documents from the August
1945 atomic bombings, through Dec. 31. For information
call 885-4139.
Kleinhans Music Hall, Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra, classical series: Poland’s Maestro, Beethoven,
Krzysztof Penderecki, Dvorak, Dec. 3, 8 p.m., Dec. 4, 2:30

p.m.; Classical Christmas, Buffalo Philharmonic Chorus,
Dec. 9, 10:30., Dec. 10, 8 p.m.; Amadeus, in collaboration
with Irish Classical Theatre, Jan. 20 and 21, 8 p.m., Jan.
22, 2:30 p.m.; Gershwin’s An American in Paris, Feb. 4, 8
p.m., Feb. 5, 2:30 p.m.; Brahms’ Requiem, Feb. 18, 8 p.m.,
Feb. 19, 2:30 p.m. Pops series: John Morris Russell’s Holiday Pops, Dec. 16, 10:30 a.m. and 8 p.m., Dec. 17, 8 p.m.,
Dec. 18, 2:30 p.m.; Tapestry – the Carole King Songbook,
Jan. 28, 8 p.m.; A Valentine Romance, Feb. 10, 10:30 a.m.,
Feb.11, 8 p.m. For tickets call 885-5000 or see
www.bpo.org. Buffalo Chamber Music Society concerts:
Brentano Quartet, Dec. 13, 8 p.m., Horszowski Quartet,
Jan. 17, 8 p.m., Berlin Philharmonic Wind Quartet, Feb.
14, 8 p.m. For tickets call 462-4939 or see
buffalochambermusic.org
Merge restaurant, 439 Delawar e Ave., wor ks by
Jake and Katy Schneider, through December.
Nina Freudenheim Gallery, Hotel Lenox, 140 Nor th
St. Tuesday through Friday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturdays by
appointment. For information call 882-5777.
Pausa Art House, 19 Wadswor th St., ar t, music, entertainment café, Thursday, Friday, Saturday, 6 p.m. to
midnight. Yuki Numata Resnick, Dec. 1; Star People, Dec.
2; Doug ‘Trigger” Gaston, Dec. 3; Little Big Band, Dec. 8;
Gruvology, Dec. 9; Greg Miller Quartet, Dec. 10; Moshe
Shulman and Chris Velasquez, Dec. 15; Afro-Cuban Jazz
Project, Dec. 16; Elliot Scozzaro, Dec. 21; Bobby Militello
Quartet, Dec. 22; Nelson Starr and the Franciscans, Dec.
23. Art by Gary A. Wolfe on display through Dec. 23.
Closed Dec. 28 to Jan. 7. Call 697-9069. See
www.pausaarthouse.com.
Pineapple Company, 224 Allen St., Wednesday,
Thursday, noon to 6 p.m.; Friday, Saturday, noon to 11
p.m.; Sunday, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Photography by Nikolai
Failla, through Dec. 30. Phone 275-3648.
Studio Hart, 65 Allen St. Tuesday thr ough Satur day,
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. “Luminous Reflections,” photographs by
Catherine Tillou, Dec. 2 to 31. “Sail Away,” a group show
of painting and photography, Jan. 6 to 28. Retrospective of
past exhibitors, Feb. 3 to 25. For information call 5368337.
Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural National Historic Site
(Wilcox Mansion), 641 Delawar e Ave. Hour s, Monday,
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Tuesday, 9
a.m. to 8 p.m.; Saturday and Sunday, noon to 5 p.m. Victorian Christmas events through Dec. 10 including holiday
decorations and gift boutiques. Call 884-0095 or see
www.trsite.org for information.
The calendar is compiled by Pete Carroll. His email
address is pcbonjoura@gmail.com.
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Beautiful photo book
captures spirit of Allentown
Our neighborhood is wonderfully depicted in the 126page book “Allentown: A Photographic Journey in the
Heart of Buffalo” by William Faught, published by Buffalo
Heritage Press.
The photos are realistic but evocative, not stark and obvious.
“The idea of the book is to capture the spirit of this
place,” he said. “It’s not a guidebook.”
Faught is an Irving Place resident who is an architect,
civic planner, artist and photographer.
The book contains more than 150 photos in seven sections: Streetscapes, Parks & Gardens, Diversity, Arts,
Nightlife, Festivals and the Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus. Each section opens with a lyrical essay by various Allentown residents that set the moods for what the photos
attempt to engender.
Also, Christopher Brown contributes an essay on
“Allentown Yesterday” and Jonathan White an essay on
“Allentown Today.”
A stylized map of the neighborhood by Mickey Harmon
is followed by an index that shows the locations where
each photo was taken.
Faught said the photos selected for inclusion span from
about 5 years ago to only a few months ago.
Faught, who grew up in Arkansas, spent 30 years in
Washington, D.C., mostly as a civilian employee of the
U.S. Navy. He’s proud of his architectural work helping to
repurpose historic buildings at the Washington Naval Yard

Bill Faught displays a hard-cover copy of his book.

− “parts of which went back to the Civil War” − providing
space for 6,000 additional employees to work in.
His connection to Buffalo is through his wife, Michelle,
an attorney, who grew up on the West Side. He visited for
holidays and family events, and the visits increased as his
mother-in-law grew older and had health problems. They
bought their house on Irving in 2005 and moved in fulltime 10 years ago.
Marti Gorman, the publisher, launched the book as part
of November First Friday, and of course, hopes it will be
on Allentowners’ holiday gift lists.
They can be ordered at BuffaloHeritage.com. Hard covers are $49.95; soft covers, $29.95.
They also are sold at Neo, Talking Leaves, the Buffalo
History Museum, Premier Gourmet and gift shops at the
Burchfield Penny Art Museum and the new Westin Hotel.

The Allentown Association: Serving Buffalo’s Great Historic Neighborhood for 50 + years
Incorporated in 1963 as a 501(c)3 charitable not-for profit
community organization. Our Mission Statement:
The only purpose of The Allentown Association is to
serve its community. It does that through efforts to beau-

tify the neighborhood; to encourage historic preservation
and property maintenance; to promote appropriate
business development; to fight crime, and to protect and
enhance Allentown’s unique urban ambiance.

OFFICERS:
President: Seth Amman
Vice Presidents:
Andrew Pace, Laine
Walnicki, Jonathan White
Treasurer: Kr istie White
Secretary: J illian Stiefel

Rabener, Patrick Ryan, Ryan
Stearns, Max Stephen, Elizabeth Switzer, Sarah Warner
Ex-officio (non voting):
Pete Carroll, Caitlin Crowell,
Brian Gould, Richard Haynes,
Elizabeth Licata, Adam Sokol

DIRECTORS:
Christopher Brown, Bob Fink,
Gretchan Grobe, Stanton
Hudson, Christina Kneis,
Kelly Martin, Dennis
Martinez, Ekua Mends-Aidoo,
Christopher Poole, Kevin

Executive Director:
Andrew Eisenhardt

The Allentown Neighbor

The newsletter is published quarterly; mailed to members and others, and distributed for free at retail venues in Allentown.

Editor: Richard R. Haynes, email: rhaynes15@aol.com
Advertising: rhaynes15@aol.com or allntown@localnet.com

For updates, follow on Twitter @AllentownAssoc

and like the Association on Facebook.
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Irving Place and other Allentown residential streets are coded N2-R. That means businesses are banned, except
small ones in historic commercial buildings, and then only with Common Council approval.

Oft-revised Green Code finally nears adoption
Here’s how Allentown will fare
under city’s new zoning program

story and 7,000 square feet overall. Anything bigger would
require a variance from the Zoning Board of Appeals.
Everywhere in N-2 neighborhoods, parking for any new
structures must be in a rear lot, not in front or at the side.
By RICHARD R. HAYNES
Mixed-use and commercial buildings must be two or
The long-awaited and much-anticipated Buffalo Green three stories tall. That means no more single-story buildCode will probably become law in December, following
ings on Allen Street such as the Holly Farms Market.
final public hearings held Nov. 17 and 22.
There are a couple of exceptions in Allentown. On
More than six years after planners started working on it, North Street, new buildings could be as high as six stories.
the Green Code, also known as the Unified Development
On Main Street they could go as high as five stories.
Ordinance, replaces the city’s 63-year-old hodgepodge of
The portion of Delaware Avenue in Allentown is zoned
zoning ordinances.
N-2E with a limit of four stories, but outside the neighborThe idea is to update planning from the highwayhood much of the street is N-2C with a limit of five stories.
construction and wrecking-ball era to a
The Green Code won’t change key pro21st century livable-walkable urban ethos
tective elements that would endanger Allenthat encourages reuse, preservation, infill
town’s historic character or automatically
development and appropriate density.
open it to potentially disruptive develop“A lot of bad planning happened after
ment.
World War II with suburban-style develFirst of all, it does nothing to alter the
opment in cities,” Fillmore District Counpowers of the Buffalo Preservation Board,
cilmember David A. Franczyk told the audience at a neigh- which enforces adherence to preservation guidelines in
borhood meeting on the code last Feb. 9 in the Allendale
exterior renovations of homes and buildings in historic disTheater. “The city wants to get this right,” he said.
tricts.
The Green Code categorizes nearly all of Allentown as
Secondly, it prohibits demolitions in historic districts
an “Urban Center Neighborhood” with the designation N- without first having a site plan for what comes next ap2.
proved by the Planning Board and Preservation Board.
Allen Street and most of Elmwood Avenue in the
And it updates the categories of businesses and buildneighborhood are N-2C, meaning “Mixed Use Center,”
ings in the soon-to-be-abolished special zoning districts
walkable centers of the city’s most compact neighborthat require a special use permit from the Common Council
hoods.
instead of merely going through the normal city permit
Much of Delaware Avenue and Franklin Street in Alprocess.
lentown is N-2E, meaning “Mixed Use Edge,” transitional
The 1980s-era Allen Street Special Zoning District, for
areas with a mix of homes and stores, typically at the edges example, required Council approval for new bars, restauof more intense mixed-use centers in the most compact
rants, nightclubs, apartment buildings, tattoo and bodyneighborhoods.
piercing shops and schools or training facilities.
Allentown’s residential streets are N-2R, generally deFast forward 35 years. No one cares about tattoos. Unfined as compact residential blocks with corners that are
der the Green Code, on N-2C and N-2E streets it is now
occasionally mixed-use.
these businesses that need Council approval:
In the original Green Code draft, retail stores of up to
Self-storage facilities, taverns, vaping lounges, vehicle10,000 square feet would have been allowed on N-2C
repair shops, parking lots and ramps, wireless
streets. Now the limit is 3,500 square feet on the ground
Continued on next page
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Satellite dishes banned
from fronts, corners unless
certified as necessary

Gift shop, thrift shop
and restaurant are new

Continued from Page 10
communications infrastructure, civic
assembly halls, schools, rooming houses, alcohol sales outlets, amusement
facilities, food pantries, human service
facilities, live entertainment venues,
and open-air markets.
Banned altogether are: commercial
parking lots, solar and wind farms,
halfway houses, strip clubs, car washes, drive-through facilities and kennels.
On N-2R residential streets, Council
approval is needed for: assembly halls,
cultural facilities, schools, bed and
This kind of
breakfasts, and certain utility installa- ugliness will
disappear
tions. Businesses, of course, are
banned on residential streets except in eventually.
the case of historic commercial buildings, where a limited set of commercial uses not exceeding
2,500 square feet could be approved with a special use permit from the Common Council.
The Green Code also catches up with technological
infrastructure with these provisions:
Satellite dishes may not be installed on the front or corners of structures unless certified in writing by the dish
provider that placement elsewhere will not work for adequate reception. Inactive dishes must be removed within
30 days.
Solar panels to the maximum extent possible must not
obscure architectural details or features, and in Allentown
must also be approved by the Preservation Board.
Wind turbines and are allowed only in side or rear
yards or on rooftops. Their capacity may not exceed 500
kilowatts. They also must be approved by the Preservation
Board.
You can see the code and get more information at
www.buffalogreencode.com.

A pair of unusual shops and a new restaurant and
lounge have opened in Allentown.
Pineapple Company and No Labels Clothing Cooperative ar e shar ing space at 224 Allen St.
Pineapple Company offers gifts and artworks. It is
operated by Tom Holt, an assistant curator at Burchfield
Penney Art Center, and five other artists, offering their
works and those of other artists. It also has an eclectic
range of other goods from custom-made T-shirts to handpainted skateboards.
It is open Wednesdays and Thursdays from noon to 6
p.m.; Fridays and Saturdays from noon to 11 p.m., and
Sundays from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Phone 275-3648. Email
pineapplepeeps716@gmail.com. Website, Squareup.com/
store/pine-apple-company.
No Labels is a thrift and consignment shop offering “a
bit of everything” and specializing in “gender-nonconforming’ clothing for transgender and other gendernonconforming people.
Operated by Felix Krouse and Bridge Rauchand, it is
open Sundays from noon to 6 p.m., Wednesdays from 2
to 6 p.m., Thursdays from 2 to 8 p.m., Fridays from noon
to 8 p.m. and Saturdays from 10 to 8 p.m. Phone, 2188557. Website, www.nolabelscoop.com.
The Twilight Room at 26 Vir ginia Place has an aura of a prohibition-era speakeasy.
It opens every day at 5 p.m. and dinners are served
until 2 a.m. Monday through Thursday, 3 a.m. Friday and
Saturday, and 11 p.m. Sunday.
The Les Davis Trio plays jazz and blues Friday and
Saturday from 9 to 11.
Brothers Jason and Steven Lorenzo, the owners, have
a combined 43 years of experience in the hostelry business. Richard Isaac is the chef and Ian Carr is bar manager.
The menu features ingredients from local suppliers
and freshly made desserts. It ranges from an angus beef
burger with brie and French fries or salad for $12.50 to
the Sinatra, a 24-ounce one-in rib-eye steak for $48.
Pawprints by Penny has expanded in the same
building it’s been in at 220 Allen St., taking over space
formerly occupied by Picasso Moon, and is now offering
pet supplies, grooming equipment and dog-related clothing items for people. It continues to provide grooming
and day cay for dogs. Hours, 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday
through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday. Phone 8839360. See www.pawprintsbypenny.com.

By PETE CARROLL

THE ALLENTOWN ASSOCIATION, INC.
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ALLENTOWN ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP FORM
NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE: __________________________ EMAIL: ____________________________________________
If business, name of manager or owner: _______________________________________________________
Please select a contribution level:
□ Benefactor
□ Patron
□ Contributing
□ Sustaining
□ Business
□ Family
□ Individual
□ Student/Senior

$1000
$ 500
$ 250
$ 100
$ 50
$ 40
$ 35
$ 20

Optional activities/committees you’d like to help with:
□ Beautification
□ Housing/Historic Preservation
□ Business development
□ Crime prevention
□ Allen West Festival (adjacent to Allentown Art Festival)
□ Special fundraising events
□ First Fridays events
□ Nomination to the board of directors

□ I’M ALSO CONTRIBUTING $______________ TO THE “$61 FOR 61” CAPITAL DRIVE.
All contributions are tax-deductible. Please make a check payable to: The Allentown Association, Inc.

Mail to: Allentown Association, 61 College Street, Buffalo, NY 14201.
You can also join and/or donate at www.allentown.org

