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Federal historic tax credits are in danger
By RICHARD R. HAYNES

Preservationists are fearful that the
Republican Congress will eliminate
the federal historic income-tax credits
on commercial projects that have
helped fuel the renaissance of cities
like Buffalo and neighborhoods like
Allentown.
Transforming old factories, warehouses and obsolete buildings into
modern housing, storefronts and hotels

while retaining their historic beauty is
usually more expensive than demolishing them and building new. Federal tax
credits can reimburse up to 20 percent
of costs on such projects, and state
historic tax credits can reimburse another 20 percent, making the restorations financially viable.
NOTE: The 20 percent state historic tax credits are not at risk. These are

the only ones available to individual
homeowners in historic districts.
Republicans want to simplify the
income-tax code and cut tax rates –
and that would mean ending most deductions and tax credits, explained
Stephanie Meeks, president of the National Trust for Historic Preservation.
John Leith-Tetrault of the National
Trust Community Investment Corp.,
Continued on Page 12

Dancers enjoy the sound of the Buffalo Afrobeat Orchestra at the 40th Anniversary Buffalo Blizzard Ball.

Celebrating Buffalo’s resilience with music, food and drink
Ironic, isn’t it, that the Association staged its 40th Anniversary Buffalo Blizzard Ball on a Saturday night in the
warmest February in the city’s history?
It demonstrates the extremes of our weather – and the
consistency of our partying ethic!
The Ball was subtitled “Resilience” in tribute to the
toughness of Western New Yorkers in the face of winter

adversity, not just in 1977, but in subsequent blizzards in
1985, 1993, 2000, in the “October Surprise” of 2006 and
the “Snowvember” storm of 2014.
The Ball drew more than 130 party-goers to the Karpeles Manuscript Library Museum’s Porter Hall, 453 Porter Ave. at Plymouth, one block outside of Allentown.
Continued on Page 3

Page 2

Neighborhood news notes . . .
Annual spring dinner is April 25
The Association’s annual spring dinner is set for Tuesday, April 25, at the Hamlin House Restaurant in Troop I
Post American Legion, 432 Franklin St.
It begins with a cocktail hour at 6 p.m., followed by
dinner at 7 p.m.
This year, there’ll be live music by jazz-Latin infusion
group Nelson Rivera & Somos La Gente.
There’ll be the usual basket raffle and gift auction.
Seating will be open with diners serving themselves.
The cost is $30 for both Association members and nonmembers. But members will receive $5 worth of raffle
tickets for free.
The event chair is Ekua Mends-Aidoo. If you have anything you’d like to donate for the auction, contact her at
ekua.aidoo@gmail.com or call the Association office at
881-1024.

about $3,000 to produce, leaving the Association with
$4,000 after splitting the net with the TR Site.
The Association wants to thank the homeowners who
graciously opened their homes for the tour, and the volunteers who staffed the event.

Still negotiating insurance settlement
Andrew Pace, an Association vice president who is an
attorney, has taken over settlement talks with our insurer
over losses from the July 12, 2015, flooding and ceiling
collapse of the Association’s former headquarters at 14
Allen St. in the Red Jacket building.
He told the board at its February meeting that the insurer is now offering $15,000 – up from its previous $4,000
offer. The Association’s executive committee wants more,
fearing that the restoration and digitization of files will cost
more than $60,000.

Funding lined up to restore tower

Work will begin next year on the $438,000 project to
repoint and restore the iconic E.B. Green
The Secrets of Allentown Holiday Tour of Homes, pre- Tower at First Presbyterian Church.
That’s thanks to a $328,400 grant from
sented Dec. 11 with the Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Nathe
New York State Office of Parks, Rectional Historic Site, was a very successful and wellreation
and Historic Preservation’s envireceived fundraiser. It opened six festively decorated
ronmental
protection fund. Neighborhood
homes to 363 tour guests, raising about $12,000. It cost
fundraisers and challenge grants from the
New York State Landmarks Conservancy
and the church congregation itself raised
the balance, about $108,000. The 163-foot
-tall American Romanesque tower was
built in 1897.
The tower.
Now fundraising and grant-writing can
begin for the second phase of the church’s restoration: replacing its tile roof. To kick it off, trustees of the church
are offering to match the first $15,000 raised. Send a taxdeductible donation to: One Symphony Circle Inc., 1 Symphony Circle, Buffalo, N.Y. 14201.
Besides its own congregation, the First Pres complex
houses Buffalo Urban Mission Partnership, Explore Buffalo, Houghton College Buffalo, Village Church and Native
Offering Crop Share.
One Symphony Circle is the non-profit that technically
owns the church buildings and property.

Holiday Tour of Homes was a success

Social media audience is growing
The Association’s presence in social media continues to
grow. It now has nearly 5,900 followers on Facebook,
more than 4,400 on Twitter, and more than 1,350 on Instagram.
And about 190 Allentown residents have signed up for
nextdoor.com, the free site that links neighbors to share
posts about things like crimes and lost dogs, and to ask
recommendations about babysitters, painters, house cleaners and other services. The Buffalo Police also post
citywide messages on it.
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It’s been 20 years since the last Blizzard Ball
Continued from Page One
They enjoyed music by the Buffalo Afrobeat Orchestra,
a 16-piece ensemble comprised of members from several
other area bands including One World Tribe, Outer Circle
Orchestra, The Rockaz, 12/8 Path Band, Folkfaces and others. Later in the evening, DJ Natron provided recorded
dance music.
There was an open bar for which Resurgence Brewing
Co. donated a couple kegs of beer and Lockhouse Distillery donated cases of liquor.
Food was provided by three Allentown restaurants:
Cantina Loco, Fat Bob’s Smokehouse and Giacobbi’s Cucina Citta.
“We wanted to provide an array of food types, as well
as support more than one local establishment,” said Association President Seth Amman, who headed the Ball committee along with Patrick Ryan, an Association director and
owner of Fat Bob’s.
"Pat doesn't take the limelight much, so you'd never
know that without him, the 40th Blizzard Ball could not
have happened,” Amman said. “He and his team took the
lead on logistics and coordination of the food and bar, and I
appreciated his grounding personality throughout all the
planning."
Free valet parking was available, and Yelp Buffalo
staffed the coat check, with the $5 fee waived for people
who would download the Yelp app on their smartphones.
Against a “step-and-repeat” Blizzard Ball-themed canvass created by Rise Collaborative and Amman, the husband-and-wife team Urban Praire Films took portraits. Individuals, couples, groups of friends and neighbors posed
for pictures to be posted online.
All-in-all it was friendly and fun.
Rise Collaborative also helped the Association publicize the event, aiming at a young demographic of people
who hadn’t yet been born when the Blizzard of ’77 struck
and may not realize its impact on the psyche of those who
lived through it.

Blizzard Ball attire ranged from casual to formal to imaginative like these outfits worn by Allentowners Candice
Urban-Green and husband Dan Green.

The storm began on Jan. 28, 1977, and continued
through Feb. 1, leaving snow drifts several feet high in
places, cars buried, many roads impassable for days, and
23 Western New Yorkers dead. At least nine were found
buried in cars, while others suffered heart attacks or died in
road accidents. Winds at times raged at 46 to 69 miles per
hour. A national disaster was declared and for months Buffalo was the butt of jokes on late-night TV.
A year later, with the calamity still looming in everyone’s minds, the Allentown Association sponsored the first
Buffalo Blizzard Ball to try to break the gloom and celebrate our resilience. It was a formal affair that attracted
hundreds.
The Ball was held annually for several years, and then
on the 10th and 20th anniversaries, and now on the 40th.

Susan Lenahan,
CRS, CBR
Associate Broker

2007-2016 Agent of the Year

431 Delaware Ave., Buffalo

susielenahan@gmail.com
www.susanlenahan.com
Your City Expert!

Cell: 864-6757

www.bnmc.org
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Home prices nearly double since 2011
Singles/condos rose 13.6% last year;
2-3-4 unit multi-families rose 26.6%

One of her clients sold a suburban home, rented an
apartment on North Street until he could find a city home
that suited him, and when he did, bought it for cash.
Campbell said she feels bad for young buyers and othBy RICHARD R. HAYNES
ers
who need mortgages, especially federally-insured ones,
Allentown residential real estate sale prices jumped last
because processing takes time and many sellers can’t resist
year by 13.6 percent for single-family homes and condos,
the fast sale of a cash offer even if it’s for a slightly lower
and by 26.6 percent for 2-3-4 unit multi-families.
amount.
Prices in both categories have nearly doubled since
Susan Lenahan of MJ Peterson Real Es2011, according to data from the Buffalo
tate
said the Buffalo Niagara Medical CamNiagara Association of Realtors.
ALLENTOWN’S
pus
is
the biggest driver of Allentown’s
As always, the number of sales in the
MEDIAN HOME PRICES
home
appreciation,
and is attracting more
neighborhood is low: 30 singles and conSingle family and condos
professionals
to
the
neighborhood.
dos going for a median price of
Year
Amount
Sales
Historic
district
tax
credits also are help$255,640, and 21 multi-families at a me2016
$255,640
30
ing
boost
value,
she
said,
because they enadian $253,590. Factoring out the six con2015 $225,000
28
ble
sellers
to
make
improvements
at a reado sales, the 24 single homes sold at a
2014 $193,900
26
sonable
cost,
making
homes
more
attractive
median of $266,528, up 1.7 percent from
2013 $191,800
18
and boosting their value.
2015.
2012 $148,000
17
“Maybe a house needs a paint job before
For comparison, countywide the me2011 $129,000
21
it comes onto the market, and they have
dian sales price for single homes and
enough money for that” she said. “With the
2-3-4 unit residences
condos last year was $138,840, up 2.8
tax credits, they have enough to also fix
percent from 2015. For 2-3-4 unit resiYear
Amount
Sales
window moldings, repair the trim.”
dences, it was $91,303, up 9.7 percent
2016 $253,590
21
Painting and repair, new roofing, heating
from 2015.
2015 $200,000
15
and
cooling systems and more are covered
Not many Allentown homes come
2014 $221,211
18
under
the state’s 20 percent historic tax
onto the market because “people in the
2013 $247,500
8
credits
available on nearly all Allentown
2012
$140,250
18
city want to stay,” said Terri Campbell of
houses.
Lenihan said she’s always surprised
2011
$129,000
12
Realty USA, who with her husband
when homeowners in historic districts don’t
moved into Allentown 5 years ago from
know about them.
Williamsville.
Preservation Buffalo Niagara offers help to homeowners
Prices are up because “people in the suburbs want to
applying for tax credits. It holds a drop-in workshop 6-8
move in,” she said.
p.m. every second Wednesday of month in their offices in
Most Allentown homes sell pretty quickly, sometimes
in a week or less. 45 Mariner St., a restored 2-bedroom, 2- the Market Arcade, 617 Main St., Suite 201. It’s free to
bath brick Italianate, was listed for only one day before the PBN members and $10 for others. Call PBN at 852-3300
for more information.
owner accepted a bid for $300,000 − $10,000 more than
(NOTE: The BNAR data cited in this story includes only
the asking price.
sales
by Realtors, not for-sale-by-owner deals. And the
Campbell said there are a lot of cash buyers. Many are
BNAR’s
Allentown zone varies slightly from the boundaries
empty-nesters from the suburbs. “It’s now cool to live in
of
the
Allentown
Historic District.)
the city,” she said.

LOVEJOY PIZZA
900 Main St.

883-2323
We Deliver

www.lovejoypizza.com
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No date set yet for start of Allen St. project
It’s not clear when the city will break ground on the
Allen Street Extension Project. It’ll be soon, but no start
date has been announced.
Brian Gould, the Association’s point man on the project, says he is trying to schedule a meeting with city engineers and the design firm Bergmann Associates to get an
update on bids and procedures.
The project will redesign Allen from Main west to
Wadsworth, and will add a bicycle/pedestrian path across
Allen, east through the new University at Buffalo Medical
School, and three blocks into the Buffalo Niagara Medical
Campus.
“This is a city-led project and there are several entities
involved in the design and planning, and discussions are
ongoing and we try to get regular updates,” Gould said. “In
addition, some minor delays were due to further discussion
about amenities and aesthetics, which the city allowed us
to have significant input on.”
He said the aim is to build “a better functioning street
and a much more aesthetically appealing streetscape that

allows Allentown to benefit from the success of the BNMC
and triggers future commercial, small business and residential investment on Allen Street and in the Allentown neighborhood.”
The Main-Allen intersection is still quite constricted
with the ongoing Medical School construction, and the
pathway under the school from Main into the BNMC is
closed while work is underway.
It could be that the city thinks that project should get
further along to the point of less disruption before a new
one begins that would add to the Main-Allen temporary
mess.
This could especially be true with Kevin Guest House's
expansion into the mansion next door that's the Junior
League's Decorator's Show House. These are on Ellicott
Street two blocks into the BNMC and near the planned
bicycle/pedestrian way. The Show House always attracts
thousands of people during its run (set April 29 to May 21
this year) so having Allen closed for construction during
that time might cause chaos.

National group
to hear about
2016 Art Chase
The Art Chase that was so much
fun as part of last September’s First
Friday Gallery Walk will get some
national attention at the National Main
Street Conference, to be held May 1-3
in Pittsburgh.
Association President Seth Amman
will tell an audience of professionals
and volunteers involved in preservation-based economic development
how the event energized participants,
introduced new people to Allentown’s
art scene, and boosted business at Allen Street restaurants, bars and galleries.
Art Chase involved a kind of scavenger hunt in which teams of four
downloaded the GooseChase Adventures smartphone app to scramble
around looking for hidden art and
competing in fun challenges around
Allen Street from re-enacting famous
paintings to performing an impromptu
haiku.
Participants got T-shirts and prizes
such as painting classes, art prints, a

Art Chase 2016’s winners: Team Bistulfi, Team Cortright, and Team
DesJardins.

year’s membership to Reddy
Bikeshare and growlers of beer.
“Getting people to approach art is
difficult if they do not feel part of that
world, so to make the gallery scene
more approachable, we literally ‘put’
people into the art scene to shift perceptions,” Amman and co-author
Kelly Atkinson explained in the Association’s application to the National
Main Street Center, a division of the
National Trust for Historic Preservation.

“By turning art into a game-like
scavenger hunt, we were able to capitalize on a wide range of participants
who otherwise may never experience
the Allentown neighborhood. Engaged
people are paramount to streetscape
success,” they wrote.
The annual conference aims to explore how Main Streets “can position
themselves at the forefront of the new
economy, dive into the critical intersections of health and place, and discover how commercial districts can be
drivers of equity and inclusion.”
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An eclectic mix of new businesses moves in
By PETE CARROLL

Two businesses offering interior design and furniture
have relocated in Allentown and are expanding their operations. Other newcomers to Allentown’s business scene include a restaurant, two art-oriented shops and a “virtual
reality” entertainment facility.
Très Jolie Maison has moved to 497 Franklin St. from
the historic Coit House, residence of Tim Boylan and SueJolie Rioux, owners of the business. He has an architectural
background. Hers is interior decorating. They each have
over 15 years’ experience.
They offer services for residential and commercial properties, new construction as well as restoration projects, to
customers by appointment only. Telephone, 249-7330; see
www.tjminteriordesign.com.
“We will perfect the space of your building from the
ground up − everything from flooring, cabinetry, furniture,
accessories and lighting. We are dealers for manufacturers,” Sue-Jolie Rioux said.
Wrafterbuilt, a custom woodworking and home-design
business, is back in Allentown at 69 Elmwood Ave. It will
operate there by-appointment-only until June 1, when it
will open with renovations and expansion
complete − a new kitchen showroom, design
studio, furniture store,
coffee bar and space to
sell reclaimed lumber.
It offers national
Sean Wrafter
brands as well as custom-designed furniture.
Sean and Jackie Wrafter started the business in 2015 on
Elmwood Ave. between Allen and North streets, moving to
Hertel Ave. for a year before returning to the neighborhood
at its new location. They are joined in the business by Aaron Mach, an architectural designer.
Sean Wrafter worked in both carpentry and sales and “I
started making furniture in my basement,” he said. He now
has a workshop on the East Side to produce cabinetry, fixtures and furniture for homes, offices and retail space.

Jackie Wrafter is the retail manager, buyer and creative
guide. Telephone 913-5313; see www.wrafterbuilt.com.
Other new businesses in Allentown:
• Bellini’s Bistro, at 350 Pennsylvania St. next to
Kleinhans Music Hall, is open Tuesday through Saturday
from 5 to 10 p.m. Chef Mike Novaro and his wife Sue have
25 years in the restaurant business and operated Bellini’s at
445 Delaware Ave. in Allentown from 2000 to 2006.
The menu includes some unusual appetizers ranging
from $8 to $13, and entrees from $16 to $32, with a Bolognese ragu and pasta the top seller at $19. Wine and beer
are available. It’s a cozy restaurant and reservations are
recommended. Telephone, 342-2388.
• Vivid Virtual Reality Center, 168 Elmwood Ave.,
provides a new form of entertainment in which patrons don
headsets and experience such activities as space exploration or medieval combat. Ken Mulligan opened the space
after learning about the new electronic experiences through
blogs. Cost is $12.50 for 30 minutes. Telephone 222-2190;
see www.vividvrgaming.com.
• 125 Art Collective, 125 Elmwood Ave., houses an art
gallery, a tattoo studio and an
eclectic shop offering art, clothing, accessories, jewelry, stuffed
animals, candles and other wares,
all made by local artists and artisans.
It is operated by Ted Hawkins
and wife Psyko Kupkake (she
likes to be known by her roller
derby I.D.). It’s open Tuesday
through Saturday from noon to 8 125 Elmwood Ave.
p.m. Telephone 248-1155; see
www.125artcollective.com.
• Fred Handmade Wares at 385 Franklin St., corner of
T
Edward St. (hence the Fred in the name), offers
handmade,
h
eco-friendly objects by more than 50 artists
and artisans,
nearly all local, including jewelry, painted pottery, candles,
purses and wallets. It’s operated by Katy Toth who makes
some of the jewelry offered in her studio on the premises.
The shop includes a coffee bar. Hours are Tuesday to
Saturday from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Sunday from 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Telephone 550-1492.
Adjacent to the shop is Lightbox, run by Katy’s husband, Kyle Toth, with office space for new businesses, especially video and photographic.
• My Cousin Vintage, 168 Elmwood Ave., vintage gear
and clothing, open Tuesday to Friday from 1:30 to 8:30
p.m., Saturdays from 11:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
• Just 4 Me Pediatric Dentistry at 160 Elmwood Ave.
is another new addition. Dr. Marti Peterson provides dental
care to children and adolescents. Telephone 436-2130.
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What’s to be the fate
of 15 Allen St.?
Will the two-story building at 15 Allen St. be restored,
be demolished and replaced with a new structure, or just
continue to deteriorate?
The structure includes a house built about 1870 and a
storefront addition built in 1926, and exemplifies the transition of Allen Street from residential to commercial.
It is owned by Dr. Huamei Wang’s Mayflower Allen
Property LLC, which bought it last year along with the
adjacent building at 19 Allen St., offices of the Adam
Sokol Architecture Practice.
On behalf of the owner, Sokol produced a design that
would have restored the existing façade and add a third
story that was minimally visible from the street. Because it
is a commercial, mixed-use project, it was potentially eligible for historic district tax credits − 20 percent state and 20
percent federal.
The State Historic Preservation Office approved the
plans, but at the federal level the National Park Service did
not, citing a rule that rejects additions to buildings fewer
than four stories tall.
Sokol appealed the federal decision and lost.
The owner believes restoration isn’t financially feasible
without the full 40 percent in tax credits and the added
rental revenue of an expansion.
An inspection by Siracuse Engineers concluded that the
building is not sound and should be demolished, citing decayed wood joists that are no longer bearing on a masonry
wall and a partial collapse of flooring into a subbasement

Will it be demolition and replacement, or restoration, or
nothing for 15 Allen?

that leaves a stairway to the second floor partially unsupported.
The demolition request was heard and discussed by the
Buffalo Preservation Board on Jan. 12 and again on Jan. 26
and on Feb. 9, tabled each time for more information.
Sokol asked that it be continued until March 9.
The Allentown Association opposes demolition, believing that the masonry walls remain structurally sound and
that the building is worth preserving as a contributing
structure to the historic district.
Sokol says that if demolition is allowed, the owner intends to build a new structure of similar size and use on the
property.

May’s First Friday activities will again have a green theme
The Allentown First
Friday Gallery Walk for
May 5th will again be
themed “First Friday:
Art and the City,” focusing on green initiatives
and urban sustainability.
It will close Allen Street
between Franklin Street
and Virginia Place from 6 p.m. to 9
p.m.
The First Friday committee is planning to re-feature many events that
proved popular last year, including the
recycling-bin drummers, a children’s
bike course with cones and chalk
lines, jump ropes and bicycle safety
education.

There will also be another
free “Jane’s Walk” along Allen, explaining the street’s
history, the significance of
many of its buildings, and a
consideration of its future.
Jane’s Walks are held in
many cities, named after urbanist Jane Jacobs (19162006), who championed preservation
and sustainable development, and was
the nemesis of the demo-and-buildnew ethos embodied by Robert Moses
in the 1950s and ‘60s.
New this year will be a free group
run lead by Jim Cielencki of Mile By
Mile Buffalo. The run will feature a
variety of routes and distances and all
paces are welcome.

For updates check out
www.firstfridaysallentown.com or the
Facebook page named “Allentown
First Friday Gallery Walk.”
Here’s something to look forward
to this summer: The Artisan Market
that has been featured in June will this
year occur in August in order to coincide with the Infringement Festival as
well as Buffalo Big Print’s “Prints for
Paws” event that will feature
pawprints of adoptable animals − and
some will even be on site! This event
is presented in collaboration with Diamonds in the Ruff.
If you would like to participate in
the Artisan Market see the First Friday
website for details. Applications are
due by 5 p.m. June 30.
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Calendar of Spring events
Allendale Theater, 203 Allen St. Theatre of Youth presents “Charlotte’s Web,” for ages 6 and up, March 18, 25, 26,
and April 1, 2, 8, 9 at 2 p.m. and April 8 at 10 a.m. For information and tickets, call 884-4400, see www.theatreofyouth.org.
Allentown Association, 61 College St. Board of Directors,
March 14, April 11, May 9, 7 p.m. Litter Mob, March 16, April
20, May 18; District B police chief’s meeting, April 10, 6 p.m.;
Spring dinner, Hamlin House, April 25, 7 p.m., preceded by
social hour. For information call 881-1024, see
www.allentown.org.
Art Dialogue Gallery, 5 Linwood Ave., Tuesday to Friday,
11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Exhibits by Western New York artists. For information call 885-2251, see artdialoguegallery.com.
Artists Group Gallery, 1 Linwood Ave. Tuesday through
Friday 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 21st annual
juried members’ exhibit, traditional works, to March 17; modern
works, March 24 to April 21. Buffalo Niagara Artists Association spring show, April 28 to May 26. For information, call, 8852251 or see wnyag.com.
Betty’s restaurant, 370 Virginia St. at College St. Betty’s
staff exhibit, March 20 through May 21. New work by Kathie
Simonds, May 22 through June 30.
Buen Vivir gallery, 148 Elmwood Ave., Tuesday to Friday,
1 to 4 p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m., Saturday, 1 to 3 p.m. For information call 931-5833, see Buenvivirgallery.org.
Buffalo Big Print gallery, 78 Allen St. Monday through
Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. “Being John Berg,” a life’s work of
illustrations, March 3 to May 1. For information call 884-1777.
El Museo, 91 Allen St., Tuesday to Saturday, noon to 5 p.m.
“Up, Down, All Around,” works by Buffalo public school teachers and students, March 3 to 25. Works by Millie Chen and Warren Quigley, April 7 to 29. Prints by Phyllis Thompson, May 5
to 27. For information, call 464-4692.
First Friday Gallery Tours, Allentown galleries will have
extended evening hours, some with new exhibits and receptions,
March 3, April 7, May 5. Go to Allentown First Friday Gallery
Walk on Facebook.
Indigo gallery, 74 Allen St., Tuesday to Friday, noon to 5
p.m., Saturday, noon to 3 p.m. “Shifting,” paintings by Felicia
Koenig, March 3 to April 9, artist’s talk, April 1, 1 p.m. Recent
works by Bethany Krull and Jesse Walp, mixed media, April 21
to May 26. For information, call 984-9572.
Karpeles Manuscript Library Museum, 220 North St. For
information call 885-4139.
Kleinhans Music Hall, Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra,
classical series, Organ Virtuosity, Milhaud, Poulenc, SaintSaens, March 10, 10:30 a.m., March 11, 8 p.m.; Bach’s Birthday
Bash, Bach, Mendelssohn, March 25, 8 p.m., March 26, 2:30
p.m.; Beethoven’s Pastoral, Honneger, Saint-Saens, April 8, 8
p.m., April 9, 2:30 p.m.; Natasha Plays Beethoven, Philip Rothman, Beethoven, Scriabin, April 21, 10:30 a.m., April 22, 8 p.m.
Pops series, The Unforgettable Nat King Cole, March 4, 8 p.m.;
The Midtown Men, March 31, 10:30 a.m., April 1, 8 p.m.; The
Music of ABBA, April 29, 8 p.m. For tickets call 885-5000 or
see www.bpo.org. Buffalo Chamber Music Society concerts,

Escher Quartet, March 21, 8 p.m.; Chamber Music Society of
Lincoln Center, April 21, 8 p.m. For tickets call 462-4939 or see
buffalochambermusic.org.
Nina Freudenheim Gallery, Hotel Lenox, 140 North St.
Tuesday through Friday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturdays by appointment. Brendan Bannon, photography, March 18 to April 26;
Kyle Butler, paintings, April 29 to June 7. For information call
882-5777.
125 Art Collective, 125 Elmwood Ave. Tuesday through
Saturday, noon to 8 p.m. “Something is Wrong,” works by several artists, through March 31. “Follow Our Ancestors,” works
by several Native American artists, April 1 to 30. “Cinco de
Mayo,” strange side of Mexican art, May 5 to 31. For information call 248-1155, see www.artcollective.com.
Pausa Art House, 19 Wadsworth St., Art, music, entertainment café, Thursday Friday, Saturday, from 6 p.m. to midnight.
Sid Winkler Trio, March 8; benefit concert for Miriam Shulman,
March 9; Lindsay Holland Quintet, March 10; Sugar Katty Cool,
March 11; Maria Sebastian, Ron Davis and David Wasik, March
15; Buffalo Chamber Players, March 16. Art by Fotini Galanes,
March 3 to April 29. Call 697-9069. See
www.pausaarthouse.com.
Pine Apple Company, 224 Allen St., Wednesday, Thursday,
noon to 6 p.m.; Friday, Saturday, noon to 11 p.m., Sunday, 11
a.m. to 6 p.m. Drawings by Emily Churco, March 3 to May 1.
Pride-themed show, May 5 to June 30. Phone 275-3648.
Studio Hart, 65 Allen St. Tuesday through Saturday, 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. Gerald Mead, collages, March 3 to 25; “Coda,”
works by Dave Buck, Bob Collignon, Elizabeth Leader, April 7
to 29. For information call 536-8337.
Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural National Historic Site
(Wilcox Mansion), 641 Delaware Ave. Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday, Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
Saturday and Sunday, noon to 5 p.m. Coloring night, March 7,
April 4, May 2, 5:30 p.m. Teddy Bear story hour, March 18,
April 15, May 20, 11 a.m. TRivia night March 21, April 18, May
16, 6 p.m. Speaker night, March 28, April 25, May 23, 6 p.m.
Kentucky Derby celebration lunch and fashion show, April 29
and 30, 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m., reservations required. For information call 884-0095 or see www.trsite.org.
The events calendar is compiled by Pete Carroll. His email
address is pcbonjoura@gmail.com.
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Association hires additional part-time staffer
Infringement Festival, Tours of Allentown, the
Allentown Fall Festival, and the Holiday Tour
of Homes. Not to leave out all the communityTO IMPROVE our internal operations and
benefit programs like planting flowers, acting
communication with membership, the Allenon derelict historic properties, communicating
town Association Board of Directors recently
with the city about the Allen Street Reconstrucvoted to add an additional new part-time staff
tion Project, the National Night Out picnic,
person.
working with the Buffalo Police Department on
Laine Walnicki, who has been a vice presicrime and safety, or publishing the quarterly
dent and chair of the membership committee
Allentown Neighbor.
and has experience across multiple organizaWe are proud of what we accomplish with
tions with membership relations, will work up
what
is largely a volunteer-run organization.
to 10 hours a week as Outreach Coordinator.
This
is
rooted in the Association’s mission and
If you know Laine, you know we are in
is
directly
attributable to our board and to our
Seth
Amman
good hands. She will work with Executive Dimembers. Without your continued support,
rector Andrew Eisenhardt to improve organizathese programs would not be possible.
tional efficacy, streamline communication, track trends,
I’m excited that in early May, I’ll be telling representaand provide better volunteer opportunities.
tives from other historic districts across the country about
Laine is just getting started, but we are happy to have
some of the Association’s work. That will be at the Naher tackling this. If you are interested in assisting Laine
tional Main Street Conference, part of the National Trust
with data management please let us know.
Another area the board looked at, and is frankly amazed for Historic Preservation. There’s a story about it on Page
5.
by, is all the cultural programs the Association provides
I encourage you to reach out and share what you love
not only to Allentowners, but to the larger community. It’s
about
our neighborhood or what you think we still need to
a lot!
work
on
as a community.
Last year alone, the Association hosted, organized, or
My email is seth@arch-type.com.
funded in part: the Allentown First Friday Gallery Walks,
Allentown Garage Sale, the Allen West Art Festival, The
By SETH AMMAN

Allentown Association President

The Allentown Association: Serving Buffalo’s Great Historic Neighborhood for 50 + years
Incorporated in 1963 as a 501(c)3 charitable not-for profit
community organization. Our Mission Statement:
The only purpose of The Allentown Association is to
serve its community. It does that through efforts to beau-

tify the neighborhood; to encourage historic preservation
and property maintenance; to promote appropriate
business development; to fight crime, and to protect and
enhance Allentown’s unique urban ambiance.

OFFICERS:
President: Seth Amman
Vice Presidents:
Andrew Pace
Jonathan White
Treasurer: Kristie White
Secretary: Jillian Stiefel

Rabener, Patrick Ryan, Ryan
Stearns, Max Stephen, Elizabeth Switzer, Sarah Warner
Ex-officio (non voting):
Pete Carroll, Caitlin Crowell,
Brian Gould, Richard Haynes,
Elizabeth Licata, Adam Sokol

DIRECTORS:
Christopher Brown, Bob Fink,
Gretchan Grobe, Stanton
Hudson, Christina Kneis,
Kelly Martin, Dennis
Martinez, Ekua Mends-Aidoo,
Christopher Poole, Kevin

Executive Director:
Andrew Eisenhardt
Outreach coordinator:
Laine Walnicki

The Allentown Neighbor

The newsletter is published quarterly; mailed to members and others, and distributed for free at retail venues in Allentown.

Editor: Richard R. Haynes, email: rhaynes15@aol.com
Advertising: rhaynes15@aol.com or allntown@localnet.com

For updates, follow on Twitter @AllentownAssoc

and like the Association on Facebook.
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The Symphony Circle Active Living Apartments at 291 North St. will not be a nursing home, but 119
upscale rental units for seniors.

Finally, a go-ahead plan for the Nazareth site
Expect construction to begin in
May on an upscale $30 million senior
living complex on the site of the former Nazareth Nursing Home at 291
North St.
This is the third time in two years
that various developers have proposed
something for the site – and the third
time appears to be the charmer. To
refresh:
• In 2007, Catholic Health System
closed Nazareth.
• In April 2015, Uniland Development bought it for $1 million, looking
for quick demolition before finalizing
designs for a condo complex on the 3acre site. The Allentown Association
and neighbors opposed demo until
knowing what a new building would
look like.

• In May 2016, Westmont Living
bought it for $2.2 million, planning a
senior housing complex that focused
on those with Alzheimer’s and related
diseases. After a few tweaks, the final
design won approval.
• In January this year, Ellicott Development Co. announced that it was
the new owner in conjunction with Bill
Reich, who had been a principal in the
Westmont plans.
Ellicott’s plans, which were endorsed by the Association and approved by the Buffalo Preservation
Board and other city agencies, are for
119 one-bedroom and two-bedroom
apartments – all rentals, not condos.
Called the Symphony Circle Active
Living Apartments, amenities will include a community dining area, utili-

ties and basic cable, weekly housekeeping, a 24/7 emergency response
system, in-unit laundry and kitchen
and chauffeured transportation services. There also will be a theater, fitness center, library, business center,
private dining area, a bistro and hair
salon.
Outdoor space includes a large garden-walk area and 86 parking spaces,
40 of them indoors.
The building will be three stories
tall facing North Street and four in the
rear. The entrance driveway will
switch to the east side of the building,
leaving a walking path on the west
side for access requested by the Buffalo Fire Department.

Grants available to hide ugly outdoor gas meters
Grants are available to property owners in Buffalo historic districts to hide those ugly outdoor gas meters that
National Fuel now installs outside homes and buildings.
The grants are for up to $200 on a single-family house,
and up to $400 for a residential building of two, three or
four units with multiple meters. A matching grant is available for income-producing properties not owner-occupied,
with an allocation of $50 per meter and a maximum of
$500. The Allentown Association administers the program
from funds provided by the National Fuel Gas Co.

Foundation.
Property owners may use plants or other materials to
mitigate the unsightliness of gas meters so long as the technical guidelines are followed. Application must be made
before work begins. Telephone the Association at 8811024 to obtain an application.
Properties in national-only historic districts, such as the
two in Elmwood Village, are not eligible.

The Allentown Neighbor / Spring 2017
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Insurance tips for owners of historic homes
Attention Allentown homeowners: If your historic home
were severely damaged, but not enough to be a total loss,
would your insurance policy have high enough coverage
limits to repair and restore the building? Will your insurance company pay to hire experienced restoration craftsmen if you have a fire, or does your policy provide coverage only for modern building standards and materials?
Here are some tips to make sure you have the right coverage and to help lower your insurance costs:
• Insist on Guaranteed Replacement Cost coverage with an
insurance company whose claims
philosophy allows for the restoration
(not just replacement) of your historic home. This would cover you
for the full cost of rebuilding or restoring, regardless of policy limit.
Insuring to value is essential for full protection. Ask
your agent to help you find out who offers Guaranteed Replacement Cost for historic homes. Most insurers use
dwelling replacement calculators to help determine the replacement or “reconstruction” cost of a home. Be sure the
information used in this calculation is accurate, i.e., plaster
vs. drywall walls or ceilings; percentage of hardwood flooring; crown molding; specialty items such as pocket doors,
marble fireplace mantles, etc.
• Purchase comprehensive perils coverage on dwelling and contents. Many homeowners’ policies are written
on a “named peril” basis, which provides more restrictive
coverage, so it is important that you discuss your needs
with your insurance agent.
• Itemize significant valuables such as jewelry, art,
antiques, silver, cameras and musical instruments on a Fine
Arts floater, to avoid policy sub-limits and deductibles, as
well as to obtain breakage coverage for fragile articles and
agreed value for your valuables.

Fine Arts coverage is broadly defined, with most insurers able to include painting, sculptures, oriental rugs, collectibles, antiques, and other items of rarity or significant
value that do not otherwise have a coverage schedule (such
as furs). This coverage is typically very inexpensive.
• Take advantage of credits. Insurers offer many credits that lower premiums for homeowners who have taken
steps to reduce risks. Consider installing central-station
monitored fire and burglar alarms. Credits are also available for homes that are built or renovated with masonry construction, or
properties that have had upgrades to
heating, electric, plumbing systems,
etc. “Loss-free” discounts may be given to clients who have not made a
claim in a specified time period, usually three years.
• Consolidate policies with one insurer when possible
to achieve package discounts, avoid coverage gaps, and
make administration easier, particularly if common effective dates are used.
• Increase your deductible. Most insurance companies
give significant discounts for higher deductibles. Low deductibles tempt homeowners to file frequent small claims
that can jeopardize coverage availability and price stability.
Increasing your deductible to $1,000, $2,500 or $5,000 is a
great way to offset the increased premiums associated with
insuring your building properly.
• Choose a quality independent agent or broker who
has experience insuring historic properties and can offer
you sound advice. Your insurance agent is a financial professional whose job is to protect what matters most to you
in the event of loss.
Story courtesy National Trust Insurance Services, a subsidiary of the National Trust for Historic Preservation. Edited by Jo
Ann Decker of Decker Insurance Agency to assure that the information conforms with insurance practices in New York State.

Deadline is April 28 to submit projects for grant funding
Allen Street building and business owners have until
April 28 to send in applications for grant money under the
$300,000 award from the Better Buffalo Fund that is administered by the Association.
More than a dozen applications are expected, but probably only 5 to 10 can be funded.
Executive Director Andrew Eisenhardt held two information sessions on the grants, and most of the attendees
were property owners, not business people.
Eligible projects include exterior renovations such as
tuckpointing brick, roofing, replacing windows, and some
interior renovations, including HVAC systems. Recipients
must front the costs, and after completion get reimbursed
for not more than 75 percent of the costs up to $50,000.

Applicants have some hoops to go through, among
them: Getting permits; getting competitive bids, half of
which must be from minority- or women-owned contractors; and supplying several documents, including architectural drawings and proof that taxes and mortgages on the
property are not in arrears and that insurance is in place.
Preference is given to buildings that have both commercial and residential elements. Work must be completed by
the end of 2018, and the owner must agree to maintain the
renovations for 5 years.
In May, an Association committee will review the applications and make awards.
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Association ends year with $13,586 operating surplus
The Association finished 2016 with
an operating surplus of $13,586 after
bringing in more revenues than expected, but also spending more than
expected.
Treasurer Kristie White said that
factoring out costs associated with
buying and renovating 61 College St.
as the new headquarters, the Association took in $101,578 last year and
spent $88,032. The 2016 budget had
anticipated revenues of $79,005 and
expenses of $78,740.
Membership revenues jumped
nearly $2,000 to $13,048 last year
from $11,081 in 2015.

“We’ve had a huge increase in high
-end donors from a few years ago,”
said Executive Director Andrew Eisenhardt. Members at the $100 level
get a free ticket to the annual dinner –
and last year 46 were issued compared
with only 11 three years earlier, he
said.
The Association’s biggest fundraiser, the Allen West Festival, took in
$41,313 and cost $17,157, netting
$24,156. That’s in line with a year earlier, when it netted $24,450.
The Fall Festival took in $15,591
and cost $10,049 to put on, netting
$5,542. That’s a huge turnaround from

the year before, when the festival basically got rained out and lost $172.
Having bought 61 College with
money from a savings account and an
investment fund, the Association’s
cash assets dropped to $61,523 from
$198,433 a year earlier. (These assets
include $18,743 from National Fuel
restricted for grants the Association
administers to hide outside gas meters
in Allentown and the city’s other local
preservation districts.)
For 2017, the board adopted a
budget that anticipates revenues of
$115,303 and expenses of $109,691,
for a surplus of $5,612.

Trump, Kushner both got
the tax credits on projects
Continued from Page One

said the federal historic tax credits face the greatest

threat in their 31-year history. “This is not a fire drill,” he
said on a webinar about the issue. “I would go so far as to
say the sky is really falling.”
In 1986, when Congress enacted the tax credits, “it saw
them as a way to fight blight and preserve our history,”
said Patrick Robertson of FTI Consulting, an advisory firm
hired by the National Trust. “Now that Congressmen see
downtowns flourishing, they think the credits are no longer
necessary.”
The National Trust says the tax credits generate more in
federal tax revenue that they cost − $29.1 billion in revenue vs. $23.1 billion in credits since 1986 – and preserved
41,270 buildings.
Preservation Buffalo Niagara says that in the years
2002-2015, these tax credits locally created 4,897 jobs,
generated $394 million in household and business income,
and $88 million in tax revenue. In Buffalo during those
years, 44 projects got the credits.
High-profile projects like the Richardson complex, the
Lafayette, Statler and Curtiss hotels, and the many housing
transformations all over the city that are complete or under
construction all depend on these tax credits.
In Allentown, think of the many restorations on the 900
block of Main Street from Allen to Virginia, and the several apartment buildings in the neighborhood restored by
Kissling Interests, Ellicott Development and others. Think
of the pending redevelopment of the old Nazareth Nursing
Home on North Street into high-end senior living units.
PBN wants people to contact the office of Rep. Tom
Reed (R, Corning), who sits on the tax policy subcommittee of the House Ways & Means Committee, and tell him

Restoration of The Bosche and Red Jacket apartments
on Main at Allen both depended on tax credits.

how important they think the tax credits are to the resurgence of Buffalo and other communities. Reed’s staffers
are: Alison Hunt, (607) 654-7566, email alison.hunt@
mail.house.gov; and William Davis, (202) 225-3161, email
william.davis@mail.house.gov.
Reed should be receptive. He supported the tax credits
when they were last under attack in 2014.
President Trump himself might be in favor of keeping
the credits. Both he and son-in-law Jared Kushner have
used them on several building projects.
Meanwhile, a bipartisan bill called the Historic Tax
Credit Improvement Act has been introduced that on projects costing less than $2.5 million would simplify the application process and increase the credit to 30 percent.
Sen Kirsten Gillibrand (D, NY) is one of the sponsors.
Don’t count on its passage, but at Preservation Lobby
Week in Washington, March 14-16, the preservationists
will make their case. Find out more at
www.preservationaction.org.
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Friends of Sisti Park
Membership Application
Please fill-in this form and send it with a check for at least $15
to Friends of Sisti Park, c/o 151 Mariner St., Buffalo, N.Y.
14201. Contributions are not tax deductible.

Name: _________________________________
Address: _______________________________
_______________________________________

Telephone: _____________________________
E-mail: _________________________________
Tony Sisti Park, the city’s only sculpture park, is at the
intersection of North, Franklin and Linwood in Allentown.

Friends of Sisti Park is a registered member of the Buffalo Board of
Block Clubs.

$15 memberships to aid beautification of Sisti Park
Friends of Sisti Park, a block club formed last year to
care for the city’s only sculpture park, has begun a 2017
membership drive.
Allentown’s Sisti Park, at the intersection of Franklin
and North streets and Linwood Avenue, has been a project
of neighborhood volunteers for the past several years.
Beautifying the park began in 2012 with multiple plantings in all the beds and three flowering crabapple trees
placed in the expanded lawn. The following year, volunteers planted 400 Asian and Oriental lily bulbs along previously unplanted park walls. In 2016 a colorful array of annuals and perennials was planted to coincide with Garden
Walk Buffalo.
The lovely neighborhood park was designed in the late

1970’s by architect and Allentown Association President
Peter Castle, and was dedicated in 1981 to honor Allentown artist Tony Sisti. Sculptures are by the late Dwayne
Hatchett. It is designated a Work of Art by the Buffalo
Arts Commission.
Over the years, beautification efforts have been funded
by the Allentown Association, the Allentown Village Society, the Linwood Preservation District & Friends, and
grants from Garden Walk Buffalo.
More landscaping improvements are planned for the
coming year, but community support is needed. For only
$15 you can become a contributing member.
And, if you like, please join volunteers this spring to
prepare the park for yet another season of beauty.

Architect, two restaurateurs will be missed
Three people prominent in Allentown passed away
this winter:
Theodore L. Lownie, cofounder of Hamilton Houston
Lownie Architects; Sharon Dealy,
co-owner and banquet manager of
Hamlin House, and Susan M. Persico, who owned the former Coda
restaurant where Bellini’s Bistro is
now operating.
Lownie, 80, and his partners
founded their 172 Allen St. firm 38
years ago.
Among his most prominent renovation
and restoration projects
Ted Lownie
were the Albright-Knox Art Gallery, the Common Council Chamber in City Hall, Theater
Place, the Roycroft Inn, Kleinhans Music Hall, and Frank
Lloyd Wright’s Martin House Complex.

He taught for 25 years at the University at Buffalo's
School of Architecture and Planning and in the past was
on the Buffalo Preservation Board and the Scajaquada
Pathway Steering Committee.
Dealy, 72, was known to nearly everyone who ate or
drank at Hamlin House in the Troop I Post American
Legion, 432 Franklin St.
For 25 years, she greeted guests at mealtimes and
hosted countless banquets, including many Allentown
Association spring membership dinners. Hamlin House
continues under John Bitterman, who co-owned the restaurant with her.
Persico, 67, was a veterinarian with an entrepreneurial
spirit and a love of good food. She owned the Coda, 350
Pennsylvania St., a French restaurant near Kleinhans. She
also owned the building, and had been creating desserts
for Bellini’s.
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61 College Street
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ALLENTOWN ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP FORM
NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________________________________

TELEPHONE: __________________________ EMAIL: ____________________________________________
If business, name of manager or owner: _______________________________________________________
Please select a contribution level:
□ Benefactor
□ Patron
□ Contributing
□ Sustaining
□ Business
□ Family
□ Individual
□ Student/Senior

$1000
$ 500
$ 250
$ 100
$ 50
$ 40
$ 35
$ 20

Optional activities/committees you’d like to help with:
□ Beautification
□ Housing/Historic Preservation
□ Business development
□ Crime prevention
□ Allen West Festival (adjacent to Allentown Art Festival)
□ Special fundraising events
□ First Fridays events
□ Nomination to the board of directors

□ I’M ALSO CONTRIBUTING $______________ TO THE “$61 FOR 61” CAPITAL DRIVE.
All contributions are tax-deductible. Please make a check payable to: The Allentown Association, Inc.

Mail to: Allentown Association, 61 College Street, Buffalo, NY 14201.
You can also join and/or donate at www.allentown.org

